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INTRODUCTION. XXIU 

younger than lier husband, each grew up as a child among 
her children. The intimacy, better expressed hj the 
German Innigheity which exists between mother and son 
in the poem, is depicted at length in the autobiography. 
rhe resemblance is so evident that v. Kamberg, in his 
Illustration of the celebrated passage where Hermann'a 
mother snrprises her son iinder the pear-tree, has not 
scrupled to make the faces portraits of Goethe and th« 
Frau Jja, 
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TfiB motives that have induced me to depart froTii 
tbe annonncement in the prospectus, by substitutmg 
Hermawn wnd Dorothea for the I^iccolommi as tbe initial 
volume of the Series of Gterman Olassics, were chiefly 
two. First, the necessity of pushing my investigations 
into the history of Wallenstein and bis times deeper tban 
I had anticipated. Pending those investigations, then, 
I took in band Goetbe's short and simple poem, tbat 
publisher and public migbt not be kept waiting too long« 
But a consideration weightier even tban tbat of econo- 
mizing time was the conviction, which gained upon me 
in the coarse of my studies, that tbe series should not 
merely comprise the German classics, but that it should 
have the distinctive character of a series. Speaking 
^more precisely, tbat it should be, so far as possible, 
progressive; tbat wbile each volume migbt retain its 
independence, the series should indicate in a general 
way tbe steps by which the Student has to ascend from 
the easy to the difficult. As a corollary to this, it 
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follows that each volume should be annoiated in a man- 
ner peciiliar to itselü Thus, in the present one, the 
notes will be found to relate chiellj to the meanings of 
words and phrases. In the I^iccolamini and WaUen- 
Steins Tod^ they will discuss chieflj the historical bear 
ings of the drama, althongh not disregarding syntax 
In Lessing's works, the notes will aim at explaining 
the drift of the author's thought and argument. In 
the selections from the minor poems of Goethe and 
Schiller, the notes will be of a more critical and literary 
natnre. 

The fitness of Sermcmn und Dorothea to serve as the 
initial volume of such a progressive series is self-evident. 
The Student, or reader, having to deal with only a few 
characters and incidents, can take the time to master 
thoroughly the niceties of diction which mark the poem. 
With a view to facilitaüng this efibrt, I have introduced 
a novel feature — which will not be repeated in the subse- 
quent volumes of the series — ^namely, a brief glossary and 
an analysis of certain grammatical peculiarities. The 
Oommentary will be found, I trust, ample and to thei 
point. j 

In one other particular I have been forced to deparA 
from the announcement in the prospectus. It was par i 
of my original plan to make references, in the notes j 
to the grammars of Otto, Woodbury, &c. But afbevi 
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PREFACE. VU 

making the attempt, I found it impracticable ; such 
references would have swelled the notes beyond reasou« 
able limits. 

It remaiiis for me to make a few acknowledgments. I 
have derived not a little assistance from Miss Erothing- 
ham's excellont translation. It is pervaded with good ' 
sense and with delicate sympathy with the original. But 
I am indebted chiefly to the Aesthetische wnd JSiatoriscJie 
Einleitung zu Sermann und Dorothea^ by Cholevius, an 
elaborate work evincing careful study but betraying here 
and there touches of pedantry. It contains everything 
that one need know, and much that one can afford to 
skip. The best illustrations are those by v. Bamberg. 
They are not only works of art in themselves, but they 
reproduce perfoctly the spirit and the atmosphere of 
the poem. By the sido of them, Kaulbach's illus- 
trations will appear tainted with coarseness and man- 
nerism. 

In the matter of orthography, I have foUowed closely 
the Schmitthenner-Weigand dictionary ; wherever I have 
deviated from this authority, it has been the result of 
inadvertence in proof-reading. The Student will find, 
accordingly, Müfe instead of Svlfe^ bescheren for 6e- 
gcheeren^ ergetzen for ergötzen^ &c. Adjectives used as 
adjectivas are without capitals, e.g., das JBauSj das neue^ 
(for das neue Soms) ; but adjectives used as nouns are 
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spelled with capitals, o.g., das Jfeuey das Qr'össis. Adjec ■ 
tives used in an iEulverbial sense are treated as such ; thua, J 

IT 

im grossen^ vm weiten^ das weitere, The comma has beenU 
omitted, in most instances, before the phrase so^ so wiej 
used IQ the sense of ^ and,' ^both — and.' I have retainod 
the* sign of elision wherever it seemed necessaiy to distin- 
guisb between grammaidcal forms, or to assist the Student; 
thus, 1. 19, roUfy where the ' will indicate to the Student 
that the verb is not in the present tense, rollt, 

The text of JETermann wnd Dorothea here presented is 
that given by Kurz in his Kritisch durchgesehene Aus* 
gahe (Hilburghausen, 1873), but modemieed in spelling 
and punctuation by comparison with the Cotta editions, 

J. M. H 
Kbw Yobk. Jannaiy, 1875 
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The er ade materials of which Goethe constructed thig 
bis most finished poem have been definitely ascertained. 
Thej are so few and so simple that the mere recital of 
them -will be an interesting reTolation of the poet's fertility 
of imagination and his artistic skilL 

The LntheranProtestants residing in the öatholic Arch- 
bishopric of Salzburg enjoyed peace and protection from 
1648, the Westphalian Treaty ofPeace,until 1731 and 1732. 
The archbishops were men of enterprise and liberality, 
But with the accession of Count Leopold Anton Firmian to 
the archiepiscopal chair evil times came upon his Protes- 
tant subjects. The prince-prelate was a Propagandist and 
a fanatic In contravention of the terms of the West- 
phalian Treaty of Peace, and despite the intercession and 
remonstrances of the Corpus Evangelicorum of all Ger- 
many, the archbishop resolved to purge his land from the 
taint of heresy. His Protestant subjects were suddenly 
l and peremptorily confronted with the bitter alternative : 
/ Abjure, or emigrate. The majority remained true to their 
Ijfeith. In the course of 1731 aad 1732, about 30,000 
abandoned their homes. Among these ßcUzhurger Emi- 
tffranten^ as they are called, were to be found the most 
Iprosperous and industrious burghers and ÜEirmers of the 
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diocese, which, it is perhaps needless to remark, has even 
now scarcely recovered from the mutilation then inflicted, 

A contemporary chronicle of the Emigration {Das lieh' 
thätige Gera gegen die Salzhv/rgiachen JSmigrcmten, Leip 
sie, 1732) has recorded the following episode: 

" In Alt-Mühl, a town in the Oettingen diätrict (Bayaria)^ 
thei-e was a goodly and well-to-do burgher, who had a soil 
whom he had often exhorted to marriage, yet withoui 
Buccess. Biit when now the Salzburg emigrants were pas» 
ing through this town, there was among their number a 
yoting woman, who pleased the young man ; wherefore he 
resolved in his heart to marry the same, so it were possibleu 
He inquired, therefore, of the other Salzburgers conceming 
the maiden's conduct and £ämily, and leamed, in answer, 
that she came of good, honest people, and had ever con- 
ducted herseif discreetly, but had separated from her par- 
ents for religion's sake, and had left them. Thereupon the 
young man went to his father, saying that he had so often 
exhorted him to marry, but that now he had chosen him 
a woman, if the father would permit him to take her. 
When now the father would know who she was, he said, 
it was a woman of Salzburg who had pleased him, and so 
he would not let him have her, he should never marry. 
Whereupon the father was dismayed, and thought to dis-' 
suade him; also he called in some fiiends and the parson, 
that their mediation might tum him from his bent. But* 
it was all in vain. Whereupon the parson at last declared^ 
it might be the wonderful providence of God in the matteif 
to work great good both to the son and to the einigrant| 
uroman. Whereupon they gave at last their consent, and] 
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left it to the son to do as he saw üt. The youag man went 

straightway to his woman of Salzburg and asked her, how 

it pleaaed her here in the land? She replied: Sir, righi 

well He asked fiirther, would she be willing to become 

t ser>'ant in his father's house ? She said : Right willing, 

and shoiild he be minded to take her, she thoiight to serve 

jiim diligently and with all fidelity, and *thereiipon she 

reconnted to hiin all her gifts, how she could feed the 

cattle, milk the cows, tili the fields, make haj, and the 

like. Wliereiipon the son took her with him and brought 

her before his father. And the father asked the maiden, 

if indeed his son had found fayor with her and she would 

consent to marry him. But she, knowing nothing of all 

this, believed that he would tease her, and answered: 

Oho, he should not make fun of her; his son had desired 

for his father a servant, and if he were minded to have 

her, she thought to serve him faithfuUy and to eam well 

her bread. But when now the father insisted upon it, 

and also the son manifested his eamest desire for her, she 

declared : If they were in eamest, she should be right well 

[ content, and should cherish him as the apple of her eye. 

When now the son reached her a marriage-pledge, she 

thmst her band into her bosom, saying that she too must 

Btirely give him a wedding portion; wherewith she reached 

orer to him a little purse in which were two hundred 

ducats." 

In this touching ineident, told with almost biblical 
fldmplicity and quaintness, the reader will recognize the 
^'action'' of Sermcmn v/nd Dorothea^ and four of tht 
chaiucters : father, son, parson and maiden. 
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Goethe became acquainted with the stoiy aboat thi 
year 1794; possibly, earlier. His instinct revealed to 
him in the rough block froin the quarry his futuri 
Btatue. The brief story of the emigrant girl of Salzbur| 
was to embody the results of his most careful study d 
nature and art, of human character, and of epic poetry, 
but without ^rifice of its fundamental feature of grac» 
ful simplicity. The poet himself was just ripe for hil 
work. After the outburst of youthful passion that had 
produced Götz v. Berlichingen and WertkeTy after thfl 
first years of dissipation at Weimar, affcer labored imita» 
tions of the antique in Iphigenie and TaaaOy after diligent 
research in Italy, after the meanderings of WUhdm 
Meister and the sobering influences of the Campaign in 
France, Goethe had at last attained that perfect equipoise 
of sentiment and realism, that complete mastery of seif 
and expression, which he regarded as the final goal of 
artist perfectibility. He was ready, at the threshold of 
his fifbieth year, to show himself once again and more 
than ever the creative genius of his nation. As Schiller 
has Said, in wiiting to Meyer about Hermann wnd 
Dorothea : ** You will admit that it is the culmination of 
all his and our modern art. I have watched the work in 
its growth, and have been almost as much astounded at 
the mode of growth as at the finished work itself. While 
we others must collect painfiiUy and stop to examine, 
producing only slowly and only something that is tolei« 
able, he has but to shake the tree gently and down faU 
tnto his arms the fairest fruit, heavy and ripe." 

Whoever wishes to imderstand the present poeic 
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tiioronghlj sKould read in connection with it Goothe'a 

acoonnt of the Campaign in France in 1792. Goethe 

accompanied ihe Duke of Weimar — ^wbo had command 

of a regiment of cavalry in the army of the king of 

Prussia — and endured all the fatigues and dangers of the 

eelebrated retreat from Yalmy, where the Austro-Prussiaa 

mvasion was checked and rolled back in disgrace by the 

military skill of the republican general Dumouriez. It 

was during this retreat, and also during the subsequent 

ti^e of Menz in 1793, that Goethe became practically 

Acquainted with the confiision and misery which mark 

the course of war and the npheaval of society, and which 

htt has introdaced with such effect into bis poem. In- 

deed, many of the incidents and traits of life and charao- 

ter in S&rmamffi und Dorothea are to be found, in un< 

developed form, in his Journal of the campaign. 

Thus, under dato of October 4th, he writes : **A11 at once 
there was loud knocking on the house-door, which had 
been securely locked (he was billeted in a house in 
Sivry and the rain was falling in torrents). We gave no 
heed to it, for we had no desire to let in any more guests. 
The knocking continued, and in between cried a plaintive 
woman's voice, beseeching piteously — ^in very good 
German — ^to be admitted« At last, relenting, we unlocked 
the door. An old vivcmdih'e {Miarketenderin) pressed in, 
carrying in her arms something wrapped in a cloth ; at 
ker heels followed a young woman, not bad looking, but 
pale and exhausted, scarcely able to keep on her feet. In 
briefy energetie words the old woman explained the 
litaation, displaying a naked infant, of which the young 
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woman liad just been delivered on her flight. Delayect 
by this event, and maltreated by peasants, they Lad a^ 
last, in the night, reached onr door. The mother had 
not been able to give her chüd any nourishment since ü 
had drawn its first breath. Thereupon the old womai 
called loudly for flour, milk, a chafing-dish, also linen, fof 
Bwaddling the inÜEUit. As she knew no Frenoh, we had 
to translate her Orders; but her authoritative manner, hej 
yehemence gave to onr words plenty of pantomimi^ 
weight and impressiveness. We conld not execnte hei 
Orders any too promptly, nor was what she obtained a bii 
too good for her. It was also worth the while to sea 
with what promptness she set to work. We were pushe<l 
back from the fire, the best place given to the Wöchnerin, 
and she herseif acted as if she had the house all to 
herseif. In a trioe the infant was bathed and swaddled, 
the porridge cooked; she fed the little creature, then the 
mother, scarce]y thinking of herseif. And then she de- 
manded a change of dress for the Wödmerin, while 
the old dress might be drying. We watched her with 
astonishment; she understood the business of levying 
contributions (requvriren).^^ — ^This, of oonrse, is the 
original of Dorothea and the Wöchnerin in the poem, IL 
31-81; Vn. 129-204. It would be needless to dwell on| 
the contrast. 

Just before, in speaking of the manners of the French 1 
in Sivry, Goethe had written : " The night drew on ; ii j 
was time for the children to go to bed. They came up to 
their father and mother, respectfully, courtesied, kissed 
their hands, saying, bon soi/r Papa, hon 8oir Maman^ 
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irith most admirable grace. ^— In the poem, YIU. 42-47} 
D<Hx>thea expresses herseif in almost the sam^* terms 
eonoeming Üie manners of her neighbors, the Freach. 

ünder date of Oct llth Goethe narrates the following 
touching inddent that happened in Estain. A yonng 
Bum^ the son of well-to-do parents, had, in the first flush 
of enihnsiasm for the Revolution, gone to Paris and en- 
tdled himself in the National Gnards. When th« 
Aostrians and Pmssians invaded the conntry, the parents, 
believing the Frendi cause to be lost, wrote to him 
begging him to retom. Moved by filial gratitude and 
«bedienoe, the young man finally yielded to their impor- 
tunily, tmd retumed, only to find the Austrians and 
Prussians defeated and in füll flight, his parents in dangei^ 
»f losing their estatee, and himself an outlaw and a deserter. 
lliis young man probably snggested to Goethe Dorothea's 
first betrothedy who is described IX. 256-290. 

In the poem, YI. 1 7, 18, mention is made of the exalted 
opinion which the C^rmans themselves had of the leadera 
of the Revolution in its earlier stages. In the Campaign, 
ander date of November, he writes conceming Düsseldorf: 
« I found the busts of Lafayette and Mirabeau — exceed- 
ingly well done by Houdon — ^fairly worshipped here, the 
former on account of his many virtuos as a nobleman and 
, Citizen, Üie latter beeause of his vigor of mind and his 
oratcnical povrers. So strangely did opinion fluctuate among 
Ithe Germans," etc., etc. 

But the Campaign in France not only fumished to 
ithe incidents and traits of character wherewith to 
idi his Story ; it induced him to change Üie story itself , 
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and to tranfifer ihe scene to his own daj. In place of tili 
petty t^Tanny.tllat brought about the Salzburg Emigratioi| 
Stands the Great Kevolution ; instead of religious persdf 
cution, we have political; instead of the mia^e of tfap 
decajing Crerman empire at the beginning of the centiirj^ 
we have its death-throes at the close. The heroine, wh4l 
still a German girl, is not a refugee from religious opprei^ 
sion ; she is driven before the onward march of the Kigh^ 
of Man. By making this change, Goethe not only obtainal 
for his story a broader and a deeper background, but hp 
succeeded in bringing it home to his readers. As it is8ue| 
complete from his brain, the idyl of Sermami wnd Dortk 
thea could be understood and feit by every man and womaf 
then living in Germany. f 

The scene of the poem is laid in a small German t owni 
not named nor designated, but evidently in the neighbon 
hood of Frankfort, and not far from the eastem bank oi 
the Khine. The emigrants are Germans dispossessed ol 
their hopa es and lands by the victorious French; the terri^l 
tory from which they come is not designated, but it is 
probably Khenish Bayaria. Conoeming the precise date^ 
there seems to be uneertainty. Goethe himself writes, in 
a letter to Meyer : " The time of the action is about last-i 
August, that is to say, in the year 1796. It was the tim( 
when Austria was fighting i^Vance single-handed, after th< 
Treaty of Basel, and Moreau was forced by the Archdukej] 
Charles to make his famous retreat, and when the peasanta|i 
around "Würzburg and in the Black Forest helped to drivi 
out the enemy. The season is summer ; it is the da; 
before the harvest (VIII. 75), but the grapes have alreadV 
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Aanged color (lY. 80)." To this it may be objected that 
it does not coincide with tbe facts of bistoiy. Jourdac 
was not defeated by tbe arcbduke iintil Aug. 22., and 
Aug. 24, 1796, in Bavaria, and neitber be nor Morean 
retreated across tbe Rbine. Tbe poem represents, on tbe 
contrary, tbe Frencb as baving been driven back into tbeii 
own territory, and tben rallying and pnsbing tbe Germana 
before tbem over tbe Kbine. But tbe Frencb are still to 
the west of tbe river. As Cbolevius bas observed, tbe 
Btory tallies better witb tbe events of 1793 and 1794. 
In 1792 Custine captured Landau, Speyer, Worms, and 
Menz, effecting tbere a union witb tbe notorious Mainzer 
Chibbisten. During tbis period tbe Germans, at least 
tke majority in tbe middle and lower classes, affiliated 
witb tbe Frencb and were loud in tbeii* praise of tbe 
Bevolution. In 1793 tbe Prussians succeeded in recap- 
turing Menz and driving out Custine. Tbe German peas- 
ants, wbo in tbe meantime bad discovered in tbe Frencb 
fyrants and oppressors, ratber tban benefactors, sided 
witb tbe Prussians and revenged tbemselves on tbe van- 
qnisbed. But in 1794 tbe tide again tumed. Tbe German 
armies were rolled back over tbe Bbine, tbe Frencb re- 
oecupied all tbeir former ground to tbe west of tbe river, 
md rioted and plundered witbout restraint. Tbe commis- 
^oners of tbe Convent boasted tbat tbey lefb to tbe inba- 
l^tants of tbe Bbenisb Palatinate notbing but tbe eyea 
iherewitb to weep over tbeir misfortunes. All wbo could, 
lade tbeir escape. Tbe landlord says (I. 198) : " Tbe 
^bmbatants are already weary, and everytbing betokens 
ce." Tbe preliminary negotiations of peace between 
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France and Prussia were begun in the autumn of 179#, 
and the treaty of Basel was concluded in April, 179fc 
We can give to the words of the landlord, then, their f\Jl 
Bignificance only by construing them as the general expr«!- 
Bion of the hopes that were possible in August, 1794. 
For in August, 1796, Prussia and France were at peaee, 
and Austria and France were involved in bitter hostüiti« 
that gave no promise of peace. Goethe's Statement to 
Meyer is a fresh proof of his inaccuracy, not to say cai»- 
lessness, in matters of history, 

Schiller was not guilty of extravagance in describing 
the process of composition of the poem as scarcely 1<^ 
wonderful than the poem itself. The subject had \o^ 
been uppermost in Goethe's mind, when, in September, 
1796, he visited Schiller in Jena. Feeling in the mool, 
he began writing, and, according to Schiller's statemeii) 
produced one hundred and fifty lines a day for nine cot- 
secutive days, that is to say, two thirds of the entire poeii. 
After returning to Weimar, the distractions of court-liA 
permitted him to do little more than make verbal corref* 
tions in what had been already written. The remaini|| 
four cantos were composed in March and April, 179f| 
during a second visit in Jena. The poem, as it now stand| 
was printed in September of the same year, in Vieweg^ 
Annual for 1798. 

Its reception in literary circles was at first disappointini 
Most of the critics mistook it for an Imitation of Vosail 
Jyuise. Only little by little did the sounder view prevai| 
At the present day public opinion is unanimous in prm 
nouncing Sermcmn und Dorothea to be Goethe's JoaaM 
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gpnial and happies t master-piece^ It Las not the intensity 
and grandeur ot J^auat^ neither has it the breadth and 
Tariety of Wühdm MeUter. It is a short, sim ple sto^ of 
Qennan life^ tbe portraiture of a few nnpretending German 
cbaracters. Bnt the atmosphere is wonderfuUj transparent, 
the p ersona ges are, to borrow one of Goethe's favorite 
expr^ions, wonderfully **phistic," ^ile the movement is 
so easy and natural that the re ader follows it as a matter 
of coura gj without a suspicion of the guiding hand of the 
artisb behüid the sceneYjKestory teils itself The tone 
of the poem is that of perfect serenity, producingüd the 
min d^ör%htf sy mpathe^g^^C^der ä responsive feeling of 
nnalloyed gra ti^catijgtUu— 

To the American who has never lived in a provincial 
Oerman town, JETermcmn und Dorothea will be a difficult 
poem by reason of its very simplicity, and its nature so 
intensely G^iman. The cbaracters, their sentiments, their 
▼ay of expressing themselves and acting, every thing, even 
to the architecture of the houses and the tillage of the 
grouud, is distinctively German. It was Goethe's purpose 
to have it so, for he has made the following admission : 
** I have endeavored to separate in the epic cnicible the 
purely human element {dcu HeinmenaMiche) of lifo in a 
Gountry town from the dross, and at the same time to reflect 
tn a small mirror the great movements and shiftings of the 
Urorld-stage. " Yet on this account Hermann und DorotJiea 
Is all the more deserving of careful study. Better than any 
jfther poem in the language, it makes us acquainted witb 
ithe existence of the great producing classes, as they ap- 
to the eye of the thinker and artist What otheni 
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XX INTEODUCTIOK. 

have sketched vaguely, confusedly, imperfectly, is li4^ 
giyen in tbe clearest form and color, and with scrupulcap 
üdelity of detail. One who has mastered the poem cp 
trutbfully assert that he knows Bometbing of (^erm^ 
life, that he has possessed himself of the measuring-iti 
of German descriptive literature. 

T^ösjylfi^f the poem is feultless, The he xameter veiJjL 
which Voss had popularized by bis translation of the nj|| 
and the Odyssey, and by bis IJuise, falls short of the "Bb* 
meric original in many respects. Yet with all its defecta|ft 
is undoubtedly themost appropriate measnre that the p^ 
conld have employed. It is more flexible tban tbe fi 
footed iambic, more dignified and better fitted to sustai 
continuous narrative tban the irregulaif measures of JFau] 
In bis treatment of scenery and action, Goethe shows 
«very line bow carefuUy he had studied Homer and 
üng's views upon tbe limits of poetry. Altbongb tbe 
is througbout descriptive, it contains scarcely a descriii 
tion. Tbe objects of tbe world of natnrp. are not describjl 
by a tedious enumeration of their size, color, proportioxij^ 
or the like, but by TftrrflnfintJTig t^fim ^n a.r^-^^ "p^^r* >>y mj| 
or as acting iippn hün* -Thus, in tbe fonrth canto, wbi<^ 
is tbe gem of the poem and which Goethe himself coulj 
not read witbout being moved to tears, the garden, vin^ 
yard and fields of Hermann's parents are not describe< 
but the artist draws for us tbe picture of Hermam 
mother as she moves from place to place in search of h< 
son, touching everything with tbe beneficent ligbt 
of tbe careful housewife, and meditating as she goes. 
reader sees the stables, the garden, the pear and appi] 
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fcrees, the Tinejard, the fields of grain, not in an inventorj, 
88 it were, but as she saw them and with her eyes. The 
manner is thoroughly Homeric. Furthermore, the poem 
d oes not aboond in adjectives. With the exception of a 
&w stereotype förais, such äs verständig ^ trefflich^ nsed after 
ihe Homeric fiashion rather to name the characters than to 
describe them, Goethe has been remarkably sparing in his 
nse of these ** by-words,** and whenever he does nse one, 
it is the one best adapted to the special circumstance or 
action that he is seeking to characterize. His tact in tbia 
respect is marvellous, and would of itself suffice to demon* 
strate his genins. Finally, t^estyle is free from simüe, 
metaphor, and co mparison. There are scarcely half a 
dozen passages in the entire poem where one thing ia 
likened, either directly or indirectly, to another. Thinge . 
and persons are described just as they are. The poet for- 
"bears from drawing^compäHSöns, or suggesting any likenesa 
to things remote; he merely sketches persons and situa- 
tions. In other wor3s^ the style öf 'Hermarm v/nd Dorothea 
18 direct and objecüvOj a^d not sentimental or reflective, 
l^his abiEEyTo dispense with what most English poets 
regard as an essential quality of poetiy was not acquired 
by Croethe without long and deliberate effort, and, when 
aequired, was valued by him as his greatest achievement. 
In his youth Goethe labored imder a tendency to metaphor. 
'^''is earlier works, such as GötZy Werthery the first part 
of JFlmsty are füll of similes. But the most striking evi- 
dfl;nce of this weakness, as he himself regarded it, ia 
' aibrded by the opinions formed of him by his contem« 
poraries. Thus Kestner (the Albert in Werther), in 
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Xxii INTBODÜOTION. 

writing to a friend, describes his first impressions d 
Goethe, then a young man of twenty-three, in the folloiT' 
ing terms : ^^ There I found him on the grass, under a 
tree, lying on his back, while he talked to some frienda 
around him . . . He bas a great deal of talent, is a tme 
genius, and a man of character ; possesses an extraordi- 
narily vivid imagination, and hence generally expre.sse8 
himself in images and similes. He often says himself thai 
he always speaks figiiratiyely, and can never express him- 
self literally ; but that when he is older he hopes to think 
and say the thought as it really is" (Lowes' Life of 
Goethe). 

It would be presumptuous on the part of critic or 
editor to attempt to make the characters of the poem 
more attractive or more intelligible than Goethe himself 
has made them. As characters, they appeal directly to 
the sympathies of every reader, leamed or unleamed, and 
need no interpreter. But there are one or two features 
of the poem, beautiful enough in themselves, which will 
assume a deeper significanoe when considered in the ligiht 
thrown upon them fiom Goethe's own lifo. Not a few of 
the traits in Hermann's character existed in Goethe him- 
self, when a young man. The charming combination c^ 
testiness and hearty good-will, of desire for improvement 
and personal attachment to the good things of the pasl^ 
which marks the worthy landlord of the Golden Lion, wb 
find also in Goethe's record of his father. And Hermann^ 
mother is still more evidently Goethe's mother. Tho^ie 
who have read Wah/r?ieit wnd Dichtung will recognize titf 
likeness. Each was named Elizabeth, each was mucjk 
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^V xäi ben SOtarlt unb bte ©tragen bod^ nie fo etnfam 

gefeiten! 
dfl bod^ bte ©tabt n^te gelehrt ! n)u au^geflorBen ! ntd^t 

fwnfjig, 
3>Suc^t mir, blieben jurütf, öön aßen unfern Settjo^nem. 
SEBaö bie 9?eugier ni^t t^ut! ®o rennt unb läuft nun ein 

ieber, 
» Um ben traurigen 3wg ber armen SSertriebnen gu fe^en. 
Siö gum Dammtueg, mlä)tn pe gie^n, ijFö immer ein 

©tünb^en, 
Unb ba läuft man l^inab Im feigen ©taube beö SWittagö. 
9J{5^f i^ mi^ bnd^ nid^t rühren t)om $(at^, um gu fe^en 

ha^ Stenb 
Outer flie^enber SKenf^cn, bie nun, mit geretteter ^ait 
10 gcibcr baö überr^einifd^e 8anb, ha^ \i\'6nt, öerlaffenb, 
^u unö ^rüber fommen, unb burd^ ben glütfii^en SBinfel 
2)tefed fru^tbaren Zf^aU unb feiner Krümmungen toaru 

benu 
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1 ^ermann unb !S)orot^ea. 

•;j?t#i^ t^:%:«»:aS^^?ttbcrt, o Jfrau, ba§ bu milbc bcs 

•V. : :^J?ffl:Wit3aItcrn.«iifttÄi unb ettoag (äffen unb Jrinfcn 
*^"ÜW*c8'Wh |[nntn**j*if f^^ben; bcnn ©eben ifl ©ac^e hH 

S33a3 bcr Sungc bod^ fä^rt ! unb ttjic er bönbigt bic $engjlf I 
©c^r gut nimmt ha^ Äütfd^c^cn fi(!^ an^, baö neue ; 6e« 

quemlic^ 
©ägen SSiere barin, unb auf bcm 93o(fe bcr Äutfc^er. 
ÜDicgmal fu^r er aöcin; ttjic roöt' cö teic^t um bie gcfe! 
ao ©0 fprac^, unter bem S^ore besS §aufe3 fitjenb am 9RarftC; 
aBo^Ibe^güc^, jur ^xan ber aSirtfi ;jum golbenen gömen. 

Unb e« t)erfe(^te barauf bie finge, Dcrflänbige ^ougfrauj 
SSater, nic^t gerne Derfc^enF id^ bie abgetragene 2eintt)anir; 
®enn fie ift gu manchem ©ebrau^ unb für ®elb ni^t ju 
^aben, 
«5 Senn man il^rer bcbarf. ®oci^ ^eute gab ic^ fo gerne 
SDland^e^ beffere ©tücf an Ueberjügen unb §emben; 
S)enn ic^ §örte t)on Äinbern unb 3llten, bie narfenb ba^er» 

ge^n. 
SBirfl bu mir aber t)ei-jei(}n? bcun aud^ bein ©d^ranl ip 

geptünbcrt. 
Unb befonberö ben ©d^Iafrocf mit 3ubianif^en Slumen, 
30 SSon bem feinften Sattun, mit feinem ^anelle gefüttert, 
®ab ic^ ^in; er ifl bünn unb alt unb gang au3 ber 3Robt 

9lber e6 lächelte brauf ber trefflid^e §au6ttjirt^ unb fagte; 
Ungern öermift' iä) i^n bod^, hm alten cattunenew ©d^tof« 
rocf, 
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(Sci^t Oflmbift^cn (Stoffe ; fo cttüaö fricgt man nic^t toiebcr. 
35 SBo^t! i^ trug i^n nic^t ntc^r. 2Ran ttJitt icfct frcUid^, 
f ber 3Rann fott 

^mrncr gc^n im ©ürtout unb in bcr $efcf(^e fid^ gctgcn, 
^mmcr gcfKcfcIt fein; öcrbannt ifl 'Pantoffel unb SJMütjc. 

©iel^e! öcrfefetc bie %xa\x, bort !ommcn fd^on einige 

ttjicbcr, 
®ic bctt 3w9 wit gefc^n ; er mu§ bod^ »o^t f(^on öorbd 

fein. 
*o ©el^t, tote allen bie ©d^u^e fo flaubig flnb! toit bie 

©cfi^ter 
©lullen ! unb jegfid^er fü^rt ba^ ©(^nupftud^ unb n)ifd^t 

jid^ bcn ©^ttjeig ab. 
ÜRöc^f id^ boc^ au^ in ber ^xi^t nac^ folc^em (Sc^aufpiel 

fo »eit nic^t 
Saufen unb leiben! gürttja^r, i^ ^abe genug am (Srjä^Iten. 

Unb e« fagte barauf ber gute SSater mit 9?a(^brudt : 
♦» @oI(^ ein aSetter ifl feiten ;ju fot^er Smtc gefommen, 
Unb »ir bringen bie JJrud^t l^erein, ttjie baö $eu fc^on ^er-i 

ein i% 

Zvoätn ; ber ^immel ifl ^eß, e« ifl fein SBöttt^cn gu fe^en, 

Unb t)on SKorgen loe^et ber 333inb mit ticbtic^er Äü^Iung. 

S)a^ ijl beflönbige« Setter! unb überreif ijl baö Äom 

fc^on; 

wi SWorgen fangen n)ir an ju fd^neiben bie reid^tid^e (Smtt. 

Ate er fo \pxaii, t)erme^rten fi^ immer bie ©d^aren 
ber SD?änner 
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i Ermann unb 2)orot^ea^ 

Uttb bcr S33ci6cr, bie über bcn SWatIt fld^ mif ^aufc Uß 

gaben ; 
Unb fo !am aud^ gurüd mit feinen S^öc^tem gefalzten 
8tafd^ an bie anbete ©eite beö SWarftö ber begütert« 

9?a^bar, 
M an fein erneuertet ^au«, ber erfte Kaufmann be« Orte^ 
3m geöffneten SBagen (er toax in Sanbau Verfertigt). ' 
geb^aft tourben bie ©äffen ; benn ttjo^l toax bet)ölfert boJ 

©täbt^en, 
iDtand^er f^abrifen beflig man ft^ ba unb manc^e^ ®tf 

»erbe«, 

Unb fo fa§ baö trauli^e $aar, fid^ unter bem S^^ortoeg 
•0 Ueber bad toanbembe SSoIf mit mand^er SSemerfung a> 
gefeenb. 
@nblid^ aber begann bie ttjürbige $au«frau unb fagte : 
©e^t, bort lommt ber ^rebigcr ^er ; eö lommt aud^ bet 

9?a^bar 
Wßotf)thx mit ibm ; bie foßen un« atfeö erjagten, 
S93a9 fie braugen gefe^n unb tva« ju fc^auen nt^t fro) 
mad^t. 

w greuttbßc^ lamen ^eran bie beiben unb grügten ba« 

(S^))aar, 
©efeten fl^ auf bie Saufe, bie ^öljemen, unter bew 

I^orttjeg, 
©taub von ben fjügen f^üttelnb, unb ?uft mit bem Xnfy 

[lij föd^clnb. 
SDa begann benn juerft naä) ttjed^felfeitigen ©rügen 
2)er ?lpot^e!er ju fl)red^en unb fagte, beinal^e öerbrießfit^ ' 

Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



»o @o flnb bic SKcnfc^cn fürlüa^r ! unb einer tjt boc^ toit bet 

anbre, \ 

*iDa§ er gu gaffen fiij frent, ttjenn ben 5Räd^jlcn ein Ungltti 

beföttet! 
Sanft bod^ jebcr, bie flamme gu fe^n, bie öerberblid^ 

emporfci^Iägt, 
3eber ben armen SSerbrec^er, ber peinüd^ gum 2^obe gefüfirt 

toirb. 

3eber fpagiert nun ^inau«, gu fd^auen ber guten SSertriebnen 

75 gicnb, unb niemanb bebenft, \>a^ i^n baö ä^nlid^e ©d^idfat 

äud^, öiettei^t gunäc^fl, betreffen fann, ober bo(^ fünftig. 

Uujjergei^li^ pnb' ic^ ben Sei^tjinn; bod^ liegt er int 

SlWenfc^en* 

Unb c^ fagte barauf ber eble öerftänbige ^farr^err, 
Qx, bie äicrbe ber ©tabt, ein Jüngling näl^er bem SDfanne, 
«o 3)iefer fannte baö geben unb fannte ber ^örer SSebürfniß, 
SBar t)om ^o^en SBertl^e ber l^eiligen ©c^riften burd^* 

brungen, 
S)ie unö ber SOlenfc^en ©efd^idt enthüllen unb i^re ®efin^ 

nung ; 

Unb fo fannf er auc^ ttjo^l bie beften ttjettli^en Schriften. 

3)iefer fpra^: 3c^ table ni^t gern, ttja^ immer bem 

. aWenf^en 

8* gür unfc^äbli^e triebe bie gute 2Rutter 9?atur gab ; 

ÜDenn »a3 SScrjlanb unb SSemunft nid^t immer vermögen, 

öermag oft 
©olc^ ein gtüdflic^er ©ang, ber untoiberftel^li^ un8 leitet. 
8od(te bie 9leugier nic^t ben SRenfd^en mit l^eftigen Steigen, 
@agt ! erfuhr er n)o^t |e^ U)ie fd^ön ftd^ bie meltßc^en 2)ingi 
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6 ^ermann unb 2)orot^ea. 

•0 ©cgcn emanbcr öcr^altcn? S)enn crfl öci langt er bol 

5Rcuc, 
©uc^ct ba^ Siü^jüd^c bann mit uncrmübetcm ^Id^t ; 
(Snblic^ begehrt er ha^ ®nk, bad t^n ergebet unb loert| 

ntac^t« 
3n ber Sugcnb ifl t^m ein froher ©efä^rtc ber Scid)tjum, 
Der bie ®efa^r i^m öerbirqt, unb ^cUfam gefd^ttjinbe bie 
* ©puren 

»5 lüget be^ f^merjüd^cn Uebete, fobatb e^ nur trgenb 

öorbeijog. 
JJreiHc^ ijt er ju pxd\m, ber SKann, beut in reiferen Sauren 
©id^ ber gefe(jte S^erflanb au^ folc^em ^ro^finn ent^idtcö, 
S)er im ® (ürf trie im Unglürf fi^ eifrig unb tl^ätig beflrebet ; 
!Denn ha€ ®ute bringt er l^eröor unb erfetjet ben ©d^aben. 

100 JJreunbfid^ begann fogIei(^ bie ungebutbige §au3frau : 
©aget un3, toaö i^r gefe^n! benn ba« begehrt' id^ ju toiffcn. 

©d^ttjertic^, t)erfe(jte barauf ber Slpot^efer mit ^aijhmä, 
fSitxV id^ fo balb mi^ freuen na^ bem, toa^ i^ alle^ 

erfal^ren. 
Unb toer ergä^Iet e3 ttjol^l, baö mannigfattigfle SIenb! 
105 ©c^on t)on ferne fa^n toir ben ©taub, nod^ e^' toir bie 

SBiefen 
äbtoärt^ famen ; ber 3w9 ^öt fc^on t)on $üget gu $ügel 
Unabfe^Iid^ bal^in, man fonnte ttjenig erlennen. 
Site tt)ir nun aber ben SBeg, ber quer burc^'« Xijal ge^t, 

erreichten, 
SSBar ©ebräng unb ©etümmel nod^ gro§ ber SSSanbrer uni 

SSJagem 
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I. ©4i(!fal unb 3Cnt^cil 1 

HO gelber fa^cn trir noc^ genug bcr Slrmcn öorbeijie^H/ 

konnten einjeüi erfahren, toic bitter bie fc^mergfid^e $iaii* 

fei, 
Unb toic frol^ baö (Sefü^I be« eilig geretteten geben«. 
STraurig toax e3 jn fel^n, bie mannigfaltige $abc, 
3)ic ein §au3 nur verbirgt, ha^ too^bcrfe^nc, unb bie ein 
115 ©uter SQSirt^ untrer an bie redeten ©teilen gefefet ^at, 
Smmcr bereit gum ©ebraüd^e, benn aUt^ ijl nöt^ig unb 

nütjlid), 
Sinn ju feigen baö aüc«, auf mand^erlei SBagen unb Äarren 
ÜDurd^ einanber gelaben, mit Uebereilung geflüd^tet. 
lieber bem ©d^ranfc lieget ba« (Sieb unb bie tt)oöene ©etfe, 
wo 3n bem Satftrog baö S3ctt, unb baö Seintuc^ über bem 

©picgeL 
Ä^! unb eö nimmt bie ©efa^r, ttjie toir beim SSranbe öoi 

gmanjig 
Sauren au^ ttjol^l gefe^n, bem äBenfd^en atte Sepnnung, 
3!)a§ er ha9 Unbebeutenbc faßt unb ba« 2:^eure jurüiWgt. 
9l(fo führten au^ ^ier mit unbefonnener Sorgfalt 
i»5 ©d^Ie^te S)inge jie fort, bie Od)fen unb ^ferbe be» 

fd^ttjerenb/ 
atte Sretter unb Raffer, ben ©änfeflafl unb hm Ääfig. 
3lu^ fo feud^ten bie SBciber unb Äinber, mit SSünbeln fi(^ 

fd^Ieppenb, 

Unter Sorben unb Sutten öoD ©ad^en feine« ©ebraud^e« ; 

!Denn e« öertögt bcr SJMcnfd^ fo ungern ba« ?e^tc ber $abe. 

130 Unb Jp jog auf bem flaubigen SBeg ber brängcnbe 3ug fort, 

Drbnung^Io« unb Derttjirrt. 9Rit fd^ttjäd^eren Spiere« 

ber eine 
3Bünfd^te langfam ju fahren, ein anberer emfig ju etten. 

Digitizedby^^OOglC 



t ^ermann unb 2)orot(ea. 

Da cntflattb ein ©cfd^rei bcr gcquctfd^tcn SBctbcr imi 

Äinber, 
Uttb ein Slöfen beö SSic^c^, bajwif^cn ber $nnbe ©ebcifcr, 
135 Uttb ein SBe^Iaut ber alten nnb Äranfen, bie l^o^ auf htm 

fd^ttjeren 
Jle6erge))a(ften Sagen auf SBetten faßcn unb fc^toanftcn. 
aber, au^ beut ®'leife gebrängt, nad^ beut Staube ht9 

$od^n)eg9 
Orrte ba^ Inarreube 9tab ; e« prgf in ben ©raben ba« 

5ul^rtt)erf, 
Unigefd^tagen, unb weithin entftürjten im ©d^tounge bic 

SD?enfci^en 
1*0 SOiit entfetjtic^em ©d^rei'n in ba^ JJelb l^in, aber bo^ 

gltidlic^. 
©))äter prjten bie Äajlen, unb fielen nö^er bem SBagen» 
SÖSa^rlid^, toer im t^atten fie fa^, ber erttjartcte nun fie 
Unter ber ?afl ber giften unb ©d^ränfe jerfc^mettert jii 

flauen* 
Unb fo lag gerbroc^en ber SQSagen, unb ^itfloö bie SWenfd^en ; 
145 Denn bie übrigen gingen unb gogen eilig t)orüber, 
9?ur fi(^ fclber bebenfenb unb ^ingeriffen t)om ©trome. 
Unb toir eilten §ingu, unb fanben bie Äranf en unb Sllten, 
S)ie gu ^au^ unb im Sett f(^on f aum i^r baucmbe« Seiben 
Sirügen, §ier auf bem 33oben, befd^äbigt, ä^gen unb jani- 

mem, 
150 5Son ber ©onne Verbrannt unb erjHdft öom toogenben 

©taube. 

Unb e« fagte barauf, gerül^rt, ber menfd^tid^e .^auötrirt^ j 
SWöge bod^ ^ermann fie treffen unb fie erquidten unb Heiben' 
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I. ©c^tdfal unb ^(nt^ctt 9 

Ungern ttjürb' lij fic fc^n ; miij f^mcrjt bcr Slubüd beö 

Santmcrö. 
©d^on tjon bem erflcn Script fo großer Seiben gerü^ret, 
W5 ©d^icften tovc eilenb ein ©d)erf(ein t)on unferm Uebcrfluß. 

baß nur 
(Sinige würben geflärft, unb fd^icncn un3 fetter beruhigt. 
aber laßt unö nid^t me^r bie traurigen Silber erneuern ; 
3)enn e3 befd^Iei^et bie ^wciit gar batb bie $erjen bei 

3Wenfd^en, 
Unb bie ©orge, bie me^r ate fetbfl mir t>a9 Uebel öer^aßt ijl. 
MO tretet l^erein in htn l^interen 9taum, baö lü^Iere ©älc^en» 
SRie f^eint ©onne ba^in, nie bringet toärmere ?uft bort 
3)nr^ bie florieren 90?auem ; unb 3Wütterd^en bringt nn^ 

ein (Stocken 
S)reiunbad^tjiger l^er, bamit ttjir bie ©ritten t)ertreiben. 
^ier ifl nid^t freunbti^ gu trinf en ; bie fliegen umfummen 

bie (Stöfer. 
i»5 Unb fle gingen ba^in unb freuten fiä) atte ber Äü^tung. 



©orgfam brachte bie5IKutter be^ Haren ^errlic^en SBeine^, 
3n gefd^Iiffencr glafd^e auf btanfem jinnemem 9iunbe, 
SRit ben grünlid^en Sflömem, ben eckten Settern be« 9l^ein* 

toeinö. 
Unb fo ptjenb umgaben bie brei ben glSnjenb gebo^nten, 
iTO SHunben, braunen X\\ij, er ftanb auf mäd^tigen tJüßcn, 
Reiter Hangen fogleid^ bie ®(äfer beö SBirt^e« unb $far^ 

rer«; 
S)od^ unbettjegti^ ^ielt ber britte benfcnb ba^ feine, 
Unb e« forberf i^n auf ber SBirt^ mit freunbli^en SBorten' 
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10 ^mianu uub 2)orot^ca. 

fjrifd^/ ^err yiaijhax, flctrunlen ! bcnn nod^ imcifyck 
öor Unglüd 
iT5 ©Ott unö gnöbig, unb toirb aud^ fünftig unö alfo bcn)a^rcn. 
S)enn trcr crfcnnct c3 nid^t, ha^ feit bcm fd^rcdü^cnSronbe, 
3)a cv fo ^art un^ gcftraft, er un« nun beflänbig erfreut i^at, 
Unb beftänbig bcfc^ütjt, fo ttjie ber 3Wenf(3^ pd^ be^ äuge« 
ÄöftU^en 5lpfel bewahrt, ber Dor aüen ®üebem i^m lieb ijt 
180 ©ottt' er fernerhin nic^t im« fd^ütjen unb $Ufe bereiten? 
!Denn man pe^t eö erfl rec^t, tpie öicl er öermag, in ®e« 

fo^ren. 
@oßf er bie blü^enbe ©tabt, bie er erfl burc^ flcigige 35ürger 
9?eu ou« ber äf^e gebaut unb bann fie rei^üd^ gefcgnet, 
3e(jo trieber jerflören unb aße Semü^ung t)emid^ten? 

185 Reiter fagte barauf ber trefflid^e Pfarrer, unb milbc : 
galtet am ©tauben fefl, unb fefl on biefer ©epnnung ! 
Denn pe mac^t im ®iüdt tjerpänbig unb pd^er, im Unglüdf 
SKeid^t pe ben fc^önpen 2:rop unb belebt bie ^errttd^fie 
Hoffnung. 

!Da öerfc^te ber SBirt^ mit männli^en fingen ©ebanfen ; 
190 SBie begrüßt* ic^ fo oft mit Staunen bie gtut^en be« 3i^ein< 

prom«, 
SBcnn id^, reifenb nad^ meinem ©efd^äft, i^m wieber mi^ 

na^te ! 
v^mer fd^ien er mir groß, unb er^ob mir ©inn unb ®c« 

mutige ; 
Slber id^ fonnte ni^t benfcn, ba§ balb fein lieblid^e« Ufer 
©otttc werben ein SSSaQ, um abgmoe^ren ben fjranfen, 
195 Unb fein Derbreitete« 93ett ein attoer^inbember ©rabeiu 
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L @c^tcffat unb ^iit^cil. 11 

©cl^t, fo fd^üfet bic yiatwc, fo fd^ütjcn bic toadcrcn 3)cutfd^cii, 
Unb fo f^üfet un^ ber $crr ; ttjer ttjotttc tl^örid^t t)crgagcn ? 
SKübe fd^on fmb bic ©treitcr, unb attcö beutet auf griebcn. 
iUlöge bod^ aud^, wenn ba« geft, ba« {ang cmünf^te, ge* 

feiert 
3WK> SBirb in xmferer fiird^e, bie ®to(fc bann tönt ju ber Orget, 
Unb bie Srompete fd^mettert, ba« ^o^e Ze 3)eum beglet* 

tenb, — 
SOiöge mein $ermonn bod^ auc^ an bicfem Siage, $ert 

Pfarrer, 
SKit ber 35raut entfd^Ioffen t)or Sud^ am Slltare jid^ jletten, 
Unb ba^ glüdtli^e ^^% in aQen ben Sanben begangen« 
»05 aud^ mir fünftig erf^einen ber J^äu^üc^cn greuben era 

3a^r3tag ! 
Slber ungern fel^' ic^ ben Jüngling, ber immer fo tl^ätig 
5IKir in bem $aufe pd^ regt, nad^ äugen tangfam vini 

fd^üd^tem. 
SBenig flnbet er Sufl, pd^ unter geuten ju jeigen ; 
3a, er tjermeibet fogar ber jungen SJRäbd^en ®efeüfc^aft> 
»10 Unb hm fröWid^en Sanj, ben afle 3ugenb begehret 

SUfo f))rac^ er unb ^ord^te. 9D?an ^örte ber flampfenben 
^ferbe 
gerne« ©etöfe fic^ nal^n, man l^örte ben roDenben SBagen, 
S)er txri flen)attiger Site nun bonnerf unter ben Zf^oxtoti^ 
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^ermann. 

fü9 nun ber »o^Igebitbctc ©o^n tit'^ 3'^^^^*^ ^ 

eintrat, 
©(^autc her ^rcbiger i^m mit fd^arfen S3Iidcn entgegen^ 
Unb betrad^tctc feine ©eflatt unb fein ganje« Sene^men 
9Bit bem Singe be« $ox\iin9, ber teic^t bie SWienen ent* 

röt^felt ; 
» ?ä(^elte bann, unb ^pxaij ju i^m mit tranlid^en SQSorten : 
Äommt 3^r bo^ al« ein öerönberter 2Renf^ ! Qij ^abe 

nod^ niemate 
(Su^ fo munter gefe^'n unb Sure 93Iicfe fo lebhaft* 
grö^tid^ fommt 3§r unb Reiter ; man fielet, 3^r ^abct bie 

®aben 
Unter bie Slrmen öert^eitt unb i^ren Segen enq)fangett, 

10 SRul^ig ertoieberte b'rauf ber ©el^n mit emjtfid^en 
Sorten: 
Ob iij löbtid^ ge^anbelt? ic^ ttjeiß eö nid^t; aber meil 

$erj ^at 
SRid^ ge^eigen 3U t^un, fo mie i^ genau mm erjagte* 
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n. ^rmann. 13 

SÄutter, Sfjx Iramtct fo tongc, bie aücn ©tüie gu fud^eu 
Unb gu ttJä^Icn; nur fpät »or erjt ba« Silnbcl gufammcu, 
« fbiii bcr SSScin unb ba^ Sicr warb tangf am, forgüd^ gcpadct 
Ate i^ nun enbüd^ Dort S^or unb auf bie ©trage ^in* 

auSlam, 
©trömte gurüd bie SWcnge bcr Sürger mit SBeibem unl 

Äinbem 
SKir entgegen ; benn fem toar f^on ber 3*^9 ^^^ SSer* 

triebnen* 
©d^neÜer §ielt ic^ mid^ b'ran, unb fu^r (e^enbe beut 

SDorf gu, 
•o SBo fie, toie xä) gel^ört, ^eut übema^ten unb raflen, 
9H3 i^ nun meine^ SBcge« bie neue ©trage ^inanfu^r, 
^iel mir ein SBagen in'^ 3(uge, t)on tüd^tigen 93ättmen 

gefüget, 
Son jtoei D(4fen gegogen, ben größten unb flärfflen bed 

Sluötanb«; 
Siebenter aber ging mit ftarfen ©^ritten ein SKäbd^en, 
»5 Senfte mit langem ©tabe bie beiben gewattigen Spiere, 
Srieb fle an unb ^ielt pe gurüd, pe leitete Hüglig* 
acte mid^ ba« SKäbd^en erbücfte, fo trat fie ben ^ferben 

gelaffen 
SRä^er unb fagte gu mir : 5Kid^t immer War e^ mit unö fo 
OammeröoD, ate 3^r unö ^eut auf biefen SBegen erblictet* 
9o 5Rod^ ni^t bin i^ gewohnt, öom gremben bie ®abe gu 

^eifd&en, 
S)ie er oft ungern gibt, um lo^ gu werben ben 2lrmen; 
aber mid^ bränget bie Siot^ gu reben. $ier auf bem 

©tro^e 
Siegt bie erfl entbunbene f^rau be9 reuten IBeß^er^, 
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14 ^rmann unb 2)orot^ca. 

Die iij mit (Stieren unb iBaqeit nod^ laum.. bie f^mangre^ 
gerettet. 
35 @))ät nur (ommen wir na^, unb !aum ha^ 2tim tu 

^ielt fie. 
9hin tiegt, neugeboren, ba6 Äinb i^r nadenb im Srme, 
Unb mit S33enigem nur t)ermögen bie Unfern ju l^elfcn, 
a33enn wir im nä^jten Dorf, wo wir ^eute gu rajicn ge* 
. ^. benfen, 

Sluc^ fie finben, wiewol^l i^ für^te, fie ftnb fd^on öorübct. 
*o SäJär @u^ irgenb öon ?einwanb nur waö entbe^rüd^c«, 

wenn i^r 
$ier auö ber 5»ad^barfd^aft feib, fo f<)enbef^ gütig heu 
Wcmtru 

Sllfo \pxaii fie, unb matt cr^ob fid^ öom ©trolle bte 

bleiche 
SEBöd^nerin, fd^aute nad^ mir; id^ aber fagte bagegen: 
©Uten SWenf^en, fürwahr, fprid^t oft ein ^immlifd^et 

(Seift JU, 
** Daß fie füllen bie 5Rot^, bie bem armen ©ruber be» 

t)orfte^t ; 
Denn fo gab mir bie SDhitter im SSorgefüfile öon Surem 
Sammer ein Sünbet, fogteid^ e3 ber nadften iRot^burft ju 

rcid^en. 
Unb id^ löfte bie Änotcn ber ©(^nur, unb gab il^r ben 

©d^tafrodt 
Unfern SSater« bal^in, unb gab i^r §emben unb Seintu^. 
w Unb fie banfte mit fjreuben, unb rief: Der ©tüdtfic^ 

glaubt nid^t. 
Dag nod^ SBunber gefd^e^n; benn nur im @(enb erlennt mos 
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®attc3 ^awb rmh t^ingcr, bcr gute 9)?cufd^en jum Outen 
geltet SJaö er bur^ Sud^ an un3 t^ut, t^u' er Su^ fetter. 
Unb td^ fal^ bie SBöd^nertn fro^ bie t)erfd^iebene Seinttjanb, 
»» Sber bcfonber9 ben loet^en ^(anell bed ©^lafrods be< 

füllen, 
©ten ttJtr, fagte 3U t^r bie Oungfrau, bem ÜDorf 3U, i» 

h^elc^em 
Unfre ©erneute fc^on rafiet unb btefe ^aijt hnxij fid^ 

auftätt; 
Dort beforg' iäf fogleid^ ba^ Äinberjeug/ alleö unb iebe^* 
Unb fie grüßte mi^ no^, unb fprad^ ben ^erjfid^jien 

©an! an^, 
•« Irieb bie Ot^fen; ba ging ber SBagen. 3^ aber Der* 

Weilte, 
^ielt bie ^ferbe nod^ an; benn 3^'ißfpött \oax mir im 

$erjen, 
Ob id^ mit eilenben Stoffen ba^ Dorf erreid^te, bie Steifen 
Unter ba^ übrige SSoö ju f))enben, ober fogleid^ ^ier 
äßeö bem 3Wäbc^en gäbe, bamit fic e« ttjei^Ii^ öcrt^eiltt. 
•5 Unb id^ entf^ieb mid^ gleich in meinem ^erjen, unb 

fu^r i^r 
©ad^te nac^, unb erreid^te fie balb, unb fagte bel^enbe: 
(Suteö SKäb^en, mir ^at bie üKutter nid^t geinttjanb aßeine 
Huf ben iBagen gegeben, bamit ic^ ben 92ad(ten beüeibe, 
©onbem fie fügte baju noc^ ©pei« unb man^c« ©ctränfc^ 
to Unb t9 ifi mir genug bat)on im Äaflen beö SBagen«. 
9'hm bin i^ aber geneigt, aud^ biefe ®aben in beinc 
^onb JU legen, unb fo erfütt' id^ am beflen ben Auftrag; 
jDu öert^eilfi fie mit Sinn, Id^ mügte bem S^\^^ fl*' 

l^ord^en. 
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16 ^ermann unb !S)orot^ea. 

S)rauf t>tx\t^tt ba9 9)iöb^en: Wlit aQer 2:reue bet^ 

totnV id^ 
f5 gurc ®aben; bcr S)ürftigc fott fid^ bcrfelbm erfrcueti. 
älfo fprad^ flc. 3^ öfricte fd^nctt bic Äaften bc« agSagcn«, 
Srac^te bie @d^utfen f)ttt>ox, bte fc^toeren, braute bie 

»rote, 
^afd^en SBetned unb ^itx9, unb retc^f il^r aQe^ unb 

jcbc«. 
(Seme ^ätf t(i^ nod^ me^r t^r gegeben; bod^ leer toar bet 

jtaflen. 
•o Sitte« ^adtt fle brauf gu ber SBöd^nerin ^ügeu/ unb jog fo 
SBeiter; iä) eilte juriltf mit meinen ^ferben ber ©tabt ju. 

Site nun ^ermann geenbet, ba na^m ber gefpräc^ige 

92ad^6ar 
(Sleid^ ba« SQSort, unb rief: O glüdüd^, toer in ben 

2:agen 
S)iefer ^d^t unb SJenoirrung in feinem $au« nur ottetn 

lebt, 
89 SQSem nid^t ^rau unb ^inber gur ®eite bange fi^ 

f d^miegen ! 
©lüdfli^ fil^r t(^ mi(^ ie|^t; id^ m5d^f um Diele« nid^t 

^eute 
Sater feigen unb ni^t für ^rau unb jtinber (eforgt fein. 
£)efter« bad^f id^ mir aud^ fd^on bie ^^ud^t, unb ^abe bi 

bcflen 
©a^en jufammengepadft, ba« alte ®elb unb bie Äetten 
•0 ajfciner feiigen SKutter, m\>on nod^ ^id^t« öerfauft ift 
SreUic^ bliebe nod^ t)iele« jurttdC, ba« fo leicht nid^t ge* 

f^afft toirb. 
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©ctBjl bie Äräutcr unb Surjcln, mit öictcm ^^cige gc« 

faimnclt, . 
9J?i§f id^ ungern, tocnn aud^ bcr SBcrt^ bcr 3Baare nld^t 

groß ifl 
SIcibt bcr ^roöifor juritcf, fo gc^' iä) gctröflct Don ^aufe* 
w $ab' i(^ bie Saarfd^aft gerettet unb meinen Äörpcr, fo 

Sitte« gerettet; ber einjetne SDtann entflieget am leid^tflen. 

ißad^bar, öerfefete barauf ber junge ^ermann mit 
Slad^brudf: 
Äeineötüegeö benF i^ njic 3^r unb table bie 9tebe. 
3(1 too^I ber ein tüürbiger SKann, ber im ®iM unb im 
Unglüdf 
100 @i(^ nur attein bebenlt, unb gciben unb greuben ju 

tl^eiten 
9!id^t t)erfte^et, unb ni^t baju t)on ^erjen betoegt kuirb ? 
Sieber möd^f id^, afe je, mid^ ^eute jur ^eiratl^ ent* 

fd^ücßen; 
S)cntt mand^ gute« SWäb^en bebarf be« f^üfeenben 

SKonne«, 
'Unb berSWonn be« erl^eitemben 3Q5eib«, totnn i^m Viru 
.:-,. . gtüd! bctjorflel^t* 

toö Jä^etnb fagte barauf ber SJater: So ^ör* i^ bi^ gerne! 
©oid^ ein tjemünftigc« SBort l^afl bu mir feiten gefpro(^en, 

ätber e« pet fogteid^ bie gute 5IKutter be^enb ein: 
@ol^n, fünoa^r! bu l^aft 92ed^t; toix (SItem gaben ba9 
SeifpieL 
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18 ^ermann unb S)orot^ea. 

2)enn n)tr ^6en und ni^t an frö^It^en ZaQtn etto&^tet; 

uo Unb und Inü^jftc t)ictnic]^r btc traurigflc ©tunbc jufammen, 
SWontag aWorgcn« — iä) ttjeiß c« 'genau; bcnn Siagc« öor* 

^er ttjar 
Ocncr fd^rcdfi^c S3ranb, ber unf er ©täbtd^cn öcrjc^rte — - 
^tuangig Qaijxt finb'3 nun; c« »ar ein Sonntag toic ^trxtt, 
$ei6 unb trodcn bte ßni, unb »enig 3Q5affcr im Orte* 

U5 alle Scute tüaren, fpagiercnb in fefHid^cn Äleibent/ 

Sluf ben ©örfem tjert^cilt unb in ben ©d^enfcn vaih 

Unb am Snbe berStabt begann baö ^eucr. 3)er Sranb lief 
(Sitig bie ©trafen ^inburd^, ergeugenb fid^ fetter ben 3^9* 

loinb. 
Unb c« brannten bie ©d^eunen ber rei^gefammelten ^vntt, 
lao Unb ed brannten bie ©tragen ix9 gu bem SDtarlt, unb ba« 

$aud n^ar 
SKeineö SJaterd l^ierneben öerje^rt, unb biefed gugtcid^ mit 
SBenig flüd^teten ttjir. 3d^ fag bie traurige 9Jad^t burd^ 
SJor ber ©tabt auf bem 5lnger, bie Mafien unb 33etten bcs* 

tüa^renb; 
2)0^ julefet befiel mid^ ber ©d^taf, unb ate nun bed Wlot» 

gen« 
M5 5!Ki^ bie Äül^Iung erttJedEte, bie öor ber Sonne ^erabf&Ht, 
@a^ id^ ben 9laud^ unb bie ®(ut^ unb bie ^o^Ien SÄauem 

unb Sffcn. 
S)a ttjarbellemmtmein ©erj; aßein bie ©onne ging loiebet 
$errli^er auf afe je, unb flößte mir SDlut^ in bie ©eele. 
3)a erl^ob id^ mid^ eitenb. S« trieb mid^, bie ©tätte gufe^ei^ 
*«o 2go 5ie SBo^nung geflanben, unb ob pd^ bie ^ü^ner gc» 

rettet, 
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®ic i^ Bcfottbcrö gcttcbt; bcnn finbif^ iwar mm ®cmüt| 

ate id^ nun über bic S^rüntmcr bc« $aufc3 unb §ofe3 ballet 

pteg, 
S)ie no^ raud^tcn, unb fo btc SQSol^nung toüjl unb jcrflört 

üamji bu jur anbem ©citc ^crauf, unb bur^fud^tejl bie 

(Stätte. 
135 !Dir toar ein $ferb in bem (StaU^ öerfd^üttet; bie gtimmen* 

ben Salfen 
Sagen barüber unb ©d^utt, unb nic^t^ gu fel^n tüax tjom 

Stetere. 
3fifo Ponben ttjir gegen einanbcr, bebenfti^ unb traurig^ 
S)enn bie SBanb niar gefallen, bie unfere §öfe gefd^ieben. 
Unb bu faßtefl barauf ntid^ bei ber §anb an, unb fagtejl: 
140 gie^d^en, njie fommfl bu l^ierl^er ? ®e^' »eg ! bu öerbrennejl 

bie ©o^ten; 
Denn ber S^utt ifl f)t\% er f engt mir bie flärferen ©ticfeüt 
Unb bu ^obefl mid^ auf, unb trugfl mid^ herüber burd^ 

beinen 
$of toeg. S)a fianb nod^ baö S^^or be« §aufe3 mit feinem 

©ettJötbe, 
S35ic e^ iefet fie^t ; eö toar allein öon allem geblieben. 
1*5 Unb bu fetjtefl mid^ nieber unb füßtefl mid^, unb id^ tjer« 

nje^rf eö. 
aber bu fagtejl barauf mit freunblid^ bebeutenben SQSorten : 
©ie^e, ha9 ^ani liegt nieber. SSIeib' ^ier, unb ^itf mir 

e« bauen, 
Unb id^ ^etfe bagegen au^ beinern SJater an feinem. 
S)0(^ id^ Derflanb bid^ nid^t, bis bu gum Sater bie SKuttet 
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150 ©d^idtcfi unb fd^nctt ba« ©ctübb' bcr frö^ti^cn (g^c t)oIt 

brad^t War. 
5Rod^ crintir' id^ mi^ l^cutc bc3 ^atböerbranntctt ©ebäüfc« 
grcubig, unb fc^c bic ©onne nod^ imntcr fo ^crrKd^ ^cvauf^ 

gc^n; 
S)cntt mir gab bcr S^ag bcn ©cmal^I, t9 ^abcn btc crjlcu 
Reiten bcr lüilbcn 3^^Pörung bcn ©o^n mir bcr 3ugcub 

gegeben. 
WS S)arum lob' i^ bid^, ^ermann, ba§ bu mit reinem SSci> 

trauen 
Äu^ ein 5IKäbd^en bir benffl in biefen traurigen 3«^^^»^ 
Unb e« tüagtcft ju freien im Ärieg unb über bcn Jrümmcni. 

S)a tjcrfefetc fogtei^ bcr SSater lebl^aft unb fogte : 
!5)ie ©eftnnung ifl (öblid^, unb nja^r ift mä) bic ®t\ä)xä)tc, 
160 SOtüttcrd^cU; bic bu ergäl^tjl; benn fo ifl alle« begegnet. 
Slbcr beffer ifl beffer. SfJid^t einen i^\>tn betrifft e«, 
ätnjufangen t)on tjom fein ganje« Seben unb SBefen ; 
5Ri^t foö ieber fid^ quälen, toie, wir unb anbere traten. 
O, ttjie glildttid^ ijl bcr, bem SSater unb Sffiuttcr baö ^ava 
■ f^ött^ - 
165 SSSo^tbcflettt übergeben, ;nnb ber ^ (Sebei^en e3 anögiert! 
Sitter Slnfang ifl fd^ttjcr, am jfd^tücrflcn ber Slnfang ber 

SBirt^f^afl. 
SDtan^ertei SDinge bebarf ber SKcnfd^, unb atte« lüirb täglich 
S^eurer ; ba fe^' er [xä) t)ox, bc3 ©elbeö me^r gu ermerbcn. 
Unb fo ^ofP id^ tjon bir, mein ^ermann, bag bu mir 
nä^flcn« 
iro 3n baö §au3 bic Sraut mit fd^öner SRitgift ^ereinffi^rfl ; 
S)enn ein tt)adferer SKann Derbient ein begüterte« 3Rdb(6cn, 
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Unb e« Besaget fo ttjo^l, twenn mit bem gmünfd^ctcn 

2Bci6c^tt 
%n6) in ÄörBcn unb Äaflcn bic nü^Kd^c ®aU l^creinfommt 
3liä]i umfonfl bereitet hmi) mand^e Sa^re bic äWutter 
«'S 9Sictc gcintüanb ber Stod^teiv t)on feinem unb florfem ®c< 

tüebe ; 
Siit^t umfonfl t)cre§ren bie ^at()en if)x ©itbergerät^e, 
Unb ber SSoter fonbert im ^nüe baö feltene ©otbflüd ; 
3)emi fie fott bcreinjl mit i^rcn ®ütem unb ®aben 
Oenen Süngfing erfreun, ber fie t)or atten erttJä^It ^at. 
MO Qa, xi^ tüti^, tüxt be^agüt^ ein SBcibd^en im §aufc fid^ 

pnbct, 
Da« i^r eigne« ©erät^ in Äüd^' unb ^iwini^i^ erfennet, 
Unb ba« S3ette fiäj felbfl unb hm lifd^ fid^ fctber gebedft ^at 
5ftur tüo^t auögepattet möd^f iij im §aufe bie Srout fe^n ; 
S)enn bie Slrme tüirb hoäj nur gufefet t)om SKanne t)erad^tet/ 
M5 Unb er ^ält fie ate 2»agb, bic ate SKagb mit bem S3ünbel 

l^ereinlam. 
Ungered^t bleiben bic Sülänner, bie Reiten ber Siebe t)erge^en. 
3a,mein§ermann, bu ttjürbcfl mein SHter ^öd^üd^ erfreuen, 
SBenn bu mir batb in'« $au« ein ©d^roiegcrtöd^terd^cn 

bräd^tefl 
Hu« ber Sia^barf^aft ^cr, au« jenem $aufe, bem grünen. 
i«> gtei^ ifl ber 2Rann fürttja^r, fein Raubet unb feine Gabrilen 
SKad^cn i^n tägtic^ reid^er; benn too gettjinnt nid^t ber 

Kaufmann? 
5Rur brei S^öd^ter finb ba ; fie t^eilen allein ba« SScrmögen. 
@^on ifl bic ält'fle beflimmt, id^ tüciß e« ; aber bic jnjcite 
SBie bie brittc finb no^; unb t^ieüeid^t nid^t langc/ju 

(aben. 
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les SBiir' i^ an bcincr (Statt, td^ ^ättc bte jeftt nic^t gcjaubct^ 
(Sin^ mir ber Wlütijtn gel^olt, fo toxt td^ bad STtütterd^n 
forttrug. 

Da öcrfcfete bcr ©o^n bcf^cibcn bcm bringcnbcn S?atcr : 
iBirRid^, mein S33ittc toar aud^, ttjic Surcr, eine ber löd^tet 
Unfer« 3taä)hax9 ju to^kxu Sir ftnb jufammen cp 

»00 (Spielten ncBen bem Srunnen am 9Rar!t in frü^ren i^iten, 
Unb id^ ^abc fie oft tjor ber Änaben SSSilb^eit bcfd^üfeet 
S)od^ ha9 iji lange f^on f^x; e3 bleiben bie toad^fenbcn 

SIKäbd^en 
(gnbli^ bittig ju ^au3, unb flie^n bic toilberen @^)iclc* 
SBo^Igejogcn pnb fle gettjiß ! Qij ging au^ ju ßdttn 
»05 SRo^ au« atter Scfonntfd^oft, fo ttjic 3^r e« toünfd^tfi, 

hinüber ; 
Slber i^ fonnte mi^ nie in i^rem Umgang erfreuen. 
3)enn fie tabelten petö an mir, baö mu^f id^ ertragen: 
®ar gu lang toax mein ^od, ju grob ha^ 2:ud^, unb bie 

5arbe 
®ar JU gemein, unb bie $aare nid^t red^t geffatj^t unb ge^ 

fröufelt. 
»10 (gnbli^ ^atf id^ im ©inne, mid^ au^ ju ^jufeen, toie jene 
^anbetebübd^en, bie petö am Sonntag brüben fid^ jeigen, 
Unb um bie, ^albfcibcn, im ©ommer baö Sd))))d^en ^erum* 

^ängt; 
Slbcr nod^ frü^ genug mer!f x6), fie l^atten mid^ immer gmn 

beflen ; 
Unb ba« toax mir empfinbßc^, mein (Stolj koar betetbigt; 

bod^ me^r no(^ 

Digitizedby^^OOglC 



n. ^ermann. 23 

W5 Ärfinfk nti^ 9 tief, baß fo fic bcn guten SSSitten Derfamiteri, 
S)en id^ gegen fic liegte, bcfonberö 5IKm^en, bie iüngfle* 
S)enn fo »ar vij julefet an Ojtcrn hinübergegangen, 
^attc ben neuen Stod, ber iefet nur oben im ®(^ran! ^ängt^ 
Sngejogen unb iuar frifirt ttjie bie übrigen S3urfd^e. 
a«o 5lfö ii^ eintrat, fid^erten fie ; bod^ jog id^'« auf ntid^ nid^t 
SKind^en faß am Slaöier ; eö toax ber SSater jugegen, 
$örte bie Söd^terd^en fingen, unb niar entjüdtt unb in ?aunc. 
SRand^ed t)erflanb id^ nid^t, ma^ in ben Siebem gefagt 

toar; 
ätber xä) ^örtc tjiel t)on ^amina, öiet öon Camino, 
»»5 Unb id^ njottte bod^ aud^ nid^t j^umm fein ! ©obalb fle 

gecnbet, 
gragf i^ bem Sejrte nad^, unb na^ ben beiben ^erfonen. 
ÄIIc fd^toiegen barauf unb läd^elten ; aber ber 9Sater 
©agte: Slid^t toa^r, mein g^^eunb, Sr fennt nin: Slbam 

unb gt)a? 
SRiemanb ^ielt fld^ atebann, unb laut auf ladeten bie 
aWäb^en, 
»30 Saut auf lai^ttn bie Knaben, ed ^ieß ben Saud^ ftd^ bet 

SUte. 
gallen ließ i^ ben §ut tjor SJertegen^eit, unb ba§ ©elidier 
S)auerte fort unb fort, fo t)icl fie aud^ fangen unb fpielten* 
Unb id^ eilte befd^ämt unb öerbrießüd^ lieber nad^ $aufc, 
gongte ben ^od in ben ©d^ron!, unb gog bie §aare ^cr* 
unter 
»35 gjjit ben gingem, unb fd^rour, nid^t me^r gu betreten bie 

©^meHe. 
Unb i^ ^attc too^I 9ie^t ; benn eitel finb fie unb lieblo«, 
Unb id^ ^öre, nod^ ^eiß' i^ bei i^nen immer S^amino. 
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24 ^cmiann unb S)orot^e(u 

2)a tjcrfcfetc bic SKuttct : S)u foKtejl, ^ermann, fo langt 
Sollt bcn Äinbcm nid^t jürncn ; bcnn Äinbcr finb fic ja 
fömtntUd^. - - — ^ 

«*o 5IKm^cn fürtua^r ifl gut, unb »ar bir immer gctoogen ; 
Slcuüd^ fragte fie nod^ nad^ bir. S)ie fotttcfl bu toasten! 

SDa öerfcfete Bcbenftid^ ber ©ol^n : Sd^ lüei§ nid^t, e9 

3ener SSerbruß fid^ fo tief bei mir ein, id^ xtüSijtt fürtoa^ 

ntd^t 
©ie am Stat)iere me^r fe^n unb i^re Siebten öenie^men. 

»45 ®o^ ber SSater ful^r auf unb fprad^ bie jomigen S35orte : 
SBenig greub' erleb' id^ an bir! Sij fagf e« hod) immer, 
Ktö bu gu ^fcrben nur unb Sufl nur begeigtefl jum 5l(fer: 
S35a3 ein Äne^t fd^on t)errid^tet beö ttjo^lbegüterten 2J?an^ 

ne3, 
S^ufl bu ; inbeffen muß ber SSater be« ©o^ne^ entbel^re», 

»50 JDcr i^m gur (S^rc bod^ oud^ öor anbem Sürgem pdf) geigte* 
Unb fo täufd^te mid^ frü^ mit leerer Hoffnung bie SKutter, 
SBenn in ber ©d^ufe ha^ Sefen unb Schreiben imb Seme« 

bir niemafe 
SBie ben anbem gelang unb bu immer ber unterftc faßefl. 
fjreitid^ ! baö fommt ba^er, wenn S^rgefül^t nid^t im Sufen 

»55 gineö 3üngKnge3 lebt, unb toenn er nid^t ^öl^er ^inouf njitt. 
$ätte mein SJater geforgt für mid^, fo ttjie id^ für bid^ t^at, 
9Kid^ gur ©d^ufe gefenbet unb mir bie Se^rer gesotten, 
3a, id^ tüärc ttja« anberö al3 SBirt^ gum golbenen gönjen. 

3(ber ber ©o^n flanb auf unb na^te fid^ fd^ttjeigenb bei 
i^üre, 
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•60 gangfam unb o^nc ©cräufd^ ; aöcin bcr SSater, cntrüflet, 
9Kcf i^m nad^ : @o gc^c nur ^in! iä) fcrwc bcn S^rofefopf ! 
®c^' wttb fü^re fortan bie SSSirt^fd^aft, ha^ iij ni(^t f^cItc ; 
atcr bcnfc nur uid^t bu toottcfl ein bdurif^cö SRäbd^cn 
3c mir bringen in'« ^anö, ate ©d^wicgcrtod^tcr, bic 
Jmac! 

»B5 gange fjaV iij gcIeB! unb lüciß mit 5IKcnf^en ju ^anbctn, 
SSSei^ jtt betüirt^en bie Ferren unb grauen, ba^ fie jufriebcn 
Son mir kuegge^n; id^ meig ben i^remben gefäQig 311 

fd^meid^eln. 
?Cber fo foll mir benn aud^ ein ©d^tüiegertö^ter^cn cnbßd^ 
SBieberbegegnen unb fo mir bie t)ic(e 2Kü^c t)erf ü§en ; 

ÄTo ©pielen fott fie mir aud^ bag Slatjicr ; eö foßen bie fd^önjten, 
Sejten Seute ber ©tabt [läj mit Vergnügen öcrfammeln, 
Sie e« ©onntagd gefc^ie^t im $aufe be« 97ac^bar«. S)a 

brüdte 
Seife ber ©o^n auf b'e ^(in!e, unb fo t)er(ie§ er bie ©tube. 
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Älfo cntttJic!^ bcr bef^cibcnc ©o^n bcr ^cfttflen 9tebe ; 
Aber bcr SSatcr ful^r in bcr 3[rt fort, toie er begonnen : 
SBaö im SKcnfd^cn nid^t ifl, fommt auc^ nid^t cm» i^m, 

nnb fd^toerlid^ 
Strb mid^ bc6 ^erjtid^flcn SSSunfd^c« ©rfüttung [emaU 

erfreuen/ 
» S)a§ bcr ©ol^n bcm SSater nid^t gleid^ fei, fonbem ein beßrer. 
S)enn n)ad toäre bad $au9, toa^ toäre bie @tabt, toemt 

ni^t immer 
Ocber gebadete mit 8ujl ju erhalten nnb gu emeuctt/ 
Unb gu öerbeffem md), mt bie 3^'* un6 le^rt unb baö 

auölanb ! 
©oÖ bod^ nid^t ate ein $itj ber 3Kenf(!^ bem ©oben ent* 

lüa^fcn, 
10 Unb tjcrfaulcn gefd^toinb an bem ^tafee, ber i^n erjengt 

^at, 
üeine ©<)ur nad^taffenb t)on feiner lebenbigcn SBirfnng ! 
@ie^t man am $aufe bo^ gleid^ fo beutlid^, n)e§ ©imtetf 

ber §err fei/ 
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SBic man, ba8 (gtäbtd^cn bctrctcnb, bic Obrigfciten Beitr* 

tfjtxtt 
S)etm lü0 bic S^^ürmc tjcrfaücn unb SKauem, lüo in ben 

Oräbcn 
I» Uitratl^ fi^ ^ufct; unb Unratl^ auf allen ©äffen ^eruntfiegt, 
SQ3o ber ©tein au3 bcr guge fi^ rüdt unb ntd^t lüiebcr 

gefefet tütrb, 
S33o bcr SSaßen t)crfault unb ba^ §au3 öergebli^ bic neue 
Untcrjlüfeung erttjartct : bcr Ort ifl übet regieret. 
S)cnn tüo nid^t immer tjon oben bic Orbnung unb 9teinti(i^ 

feit ttjirfct, 
9o S)a genjö^net fid^ lei^t ber Sürger gu f^mufeigem ©aumfal; 
SBic ber Settier [lä) ani) an lumpige Äteiber getüö^net. 
S)amm ^ab' i^ gettJtinfdjt; eg foHc ftd^ ^ermann auf Steifen 
Salb begeben, unb fe^n gum tücnigften ©tra^urg unb 

^ranffurt, 
Unb baö freunbü^e SÖJann^eim, ba« gleid^ unb l^eitcr gc* 

baut ifl. 
»5 S)enn toer bic ©tobte gefe^n, bic großen unb rcinli^en, 

ru^t nid^t, 
Äünftig bic SJaterflabt fetbjl, fo Hein fic auä) fei, ju Dcr^ 

gieren. 
8obt ni^t ber t^rembe bei unö bic auögebeffcrten S^^orc, 
Unb ben gctocißtcn Kl^urm unb bie too^ferneuerte Äird^e? 
Stürmt nic^t j[eber baö ^flafler? bic tüafferreid^cn, t)er* 

becften, 
»0 SBol^fccrt^cilten Sanäle, bie Stutzen unb ©id^erl^eit bringen, 
S)a§ bem fjeuer fogleid^ beim erflen Slu^bru^ getoel^rt fei? 
Oft ba^ nid^t alle« gefd^el^n feit jenem fd^rctfliii^cn Sranbc ? 
Sanfjcrr toar üj fed^ömat im ^aif), unb ^abe mir SeifaH, 
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28 $ermann unb S)orot^a. 

$a6e mit ^cqli^cn ÜDanf t)ori guten Sürgcm tjcrbicnct, 
95 2Ba« xäj angab, cmfig betrieben, unb fo auc^ bie 3[nftatt 
Stebli^er SKönner t)ottfti^rt, bie fle unöottcnbet t)erliegeii* 
©0 !om enblid^ bie gujt in icbe« 5!Ritgneb be« 9tat^e8. 
9ltte bcftrcben fid^ \t^t, unb fd^on ift ber neue S^auffecbau 
gefl bef^toffen, ber unö mit ber großen ©traße öerbinbet 
40 aber i^ fürd^te nur fe^r, fo toirb bie 3ugenb nid^t ^anbetn! 
3)cnn bie einen, jle benfen auf Suft unb öcrgängli^en ^uj 

nur; 
3lnbere ^ocfen gu §auö unb brüten hinter bem Ofen, 
Unb ba8 fürdjf id^, ein fold^er toirb ^ermann immer mit 
bleiben, 

Unb eö t)erfefete foglei^ bie gute, öerfl&nbigc ÜKutter: 
45 3mmer bifl bu bod^, SSatcr, fo ungered^t gegen ben ©o^n! 
unb 
@o njirb am itjenigflen bir bein SBunf^ be« ©Uten erfüllet 
Denn tt)ir fönnen bie Äinber nad^ unferm ©inne nit^t 

formen ; 
©0 toxt ©Ott fie unö gab, fo muß man fie ^aben nnb lieben, 
©ie erjie^en auf ö bejle unb iegli^en taffen getoä^rcn, 
50 3)cnn ber eine ^at bie, bie anberen anbere Oaben ; 
öeber brandet fie, unb ieber ifl bod^ nur auf eigene SBeife 
(Sut unb glüdtüd^, 3d^ taffc mir meinen §cmiann ni^t 

fd^clten ; 
S)enn, id^ toeiß e§, er ifl ber ®üter, bie er bereinfl erbt, 
SBert^ unb ein trefffi^er S33irt^, ein aWujler S3ürgent unb 
SSauern, 
55 Unb im Sßatl^c getüiß, id^ fe^' eö öorauö, ni^t ber gefete. 
aber tägtid^ mit ©dielten unb 2abetn §emmft bu bem 3lrmai 
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attcn Wbxi^ in ber Srujl, fo toic bu c« ^cute gctl^an ^afl 
Unb flc t)crtie6 bic Stube foglctd^, unb cittc bcm ©o^n 

3)ag flc i^n trgenbttjo fänb' unb i^n mit gütigen Sorten 
•o ggjieber erfreute; benn er, ber trefflid^e ©o^n, er tjer^ 

bienf e^. 

gä^elnb fogte barauf, foBatb fie ^inttjeg iwar, ber SSater : 
@inb bo^ ein njunbcrlid^ SJoII bie Seiber f o tüie bie Äinbcr I 
3ebeö lebet fo gern naij feinem eignen S3elieben, 
Unb man fottte f)txnaij nur immer loben unb fhrei^eln. 
•« Einmal für attemat gilt ha^ »a^re Sprüchlein ber SKten : 
SBer nid^t tjortoärtö gc^t, ber fommt jurücfe ! ©o bleibt cö. 

Unb e« öerfefete barauf ber gtpotftefer bebädSttg : 
©erne geb' id^ eö ju, §err 9tad^bar, unb fel^e mid^ immer 
©elbjl nad^ bem Sefferen um, njofem eg nid^t treuer, boc!^ 

neu ift ; 
^o aber Pft c« fürtüal^r, iwenn man nic^t bie pHe beö ®etba 

^at, 
SCl^öttg unb rührig ju fein unb innen unb außen ju bcffem? 
SRur gu fel^r ift ber Sürger befd^ränft ; ha^ ®ute üermag er 
3txiit gu erlangen, lüenn er e« fennt ; gu fd^njad^ ijl fein 

Seutct, 
3!)a§ Sebtirfniß gu groß ; fo njirb er immer ge^inbert. 
V» JlKandfje« f^'dtV ii) getrau ; allein toer fd^eut ni^t bie Sofien 
©ol^er SSeränb'rung, befonber§ in biefen gefä^rUd^en 

Reiten ! 
Sauge la^te mir f^on mein ^au5 im mobifd^en Äleibd^en, 
Sänge glängten burd^au^ mit großen ©d^eiben bie Qfenfter j 
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80 ^ermann unb !S)ovot4ea« 

ÄBer toer tijnt bcm Äaufmanti e« naij, ber Bei fernem 

$enn$gen 
80 %iif bte 3Bege no^ f emtt, auf mlä)tn ha9 SBefle }u ^oBen ? 
®e^t nur ha9 $aud an ba brüBen, ha9 neue ! 3ßie ))rä(^ttg 

in grünen 
fjclbem bie ©tudatur ber tücißcn ©d^nörlel fxij au^nimuit ! 
®ro6 ftnb bie lafeln ber gfcnflcr ; tote glänjen unb fpiegeüi 

bie ©d^ciben, 
S)ag Derbunlett fie^n bie übrigen Käufer be« 3Kar!te« ! 
85 Unb bo(4 tvaren bie unfern glei^ nad^ bem S3ranbe bie 

fd^önflcn, 
S)ie Stpotl^ele gum Sngel fo toie ber golbene götoe* 
@o toax mein ©arten auc^ in ber gangen ©egenb Berü^nd, 

unb 
3eber 9teifcnbe flanb unb fa^ burc!^ bie rotl^en ©tadeten 
Siac^ ben Settlem öon ©tein unb nad^ ben farbig« 

3tt)crgem 
•0 SBem ic!^ ben üaffee bann gar in bem ^errfid^en ©rotten* 

toerf rcid^te, 
S)aö nun freiti^ öerflaubt unb ^alB öcrfaöen mir bafle^^ 
S)cr erfreute fiä) f)oä) be« farbig f^immemben Sid^teö 
©d^ön gcorbneter äWuf^eln ; unb mit geBtenbetcm Sluge 
©d^aute ber Äenner felbfl ben 93(ciglanj unb bie Äoratteti. 
es Eben fo ttjarb in bcm ©aale bie 5IKaIerei aud^ Betounbert, 
SBo bie gcpufeten Ferren unb S)amen im ©arten fpagieren, 
Unb mit f<)ifeigcn giiigcm bie SSIumen reiben unb galten. 
3a, toer fä^e baö j[cfet nur no^ an! 3d^ gc^e oerbricgß^ 
^aum me^r ^inaud ; benn alle$ f oQ anberd fein unb gc* 

fd^madfooK, 
100 Sie fie'd feigen, unb toeig bie Satten unb ^ötgemen SSänlc^ 
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VSx% ijl cinfad^ unb glatt ; ntd^t ©d^ntfeiücrl ober 3Scr* 

gotbung 
SBill man mc^r, unb t% loflct \itA frcmbc ^olj nun am 

mciflcn. 
9?un, i^ ttjär' cö jufricbcn, mir aud^ lüaö 9?cucö ju fd^affeu/ 
Slu^ gu gcl^n mit ber 3cit unb oft gu ücränbcm bcn ^au^ 

rat^; 
105 giBcr c3 fürd^tct ftd^ jcbcr, aud^ nur gu rüdfcn baö Ätcinflc* 
ÜDcnn tt)cr t)crmöd^tc lool^t jefet bie Slrbcitöteutc gu gal^ten? 
9?eulid^ fam mir'« in ©inn, bcn Sngcl 5IRid^act hjtcbcr, 
S)cr mir bic Officin bcgcid^nct, tjcrgolbcn gu laffcn, 
Unb bcn gräulidjcn iJDra^cn, bcr i^m gu güßcn ft^ loinbct ; 
iio aber i(^ Xvt% i^n öcrbräunt, »ic er ifl ; mi^ f^rcdtte bie 

^orbrung. 
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IV. 

SRutter itnb @0]§n. 

Sllfo fprac^cn btc 5!Bänncr ftd^ untcr^aftcnb. ©IcSRutt« 
©ing inbcffcn, bcn ©o^n crfl t)or bcm $aufc ju fud^cn, 
?luf bcr flcinerncn 93on!, lüo fein gclüöl^nfi^cr ©ifc toax. 
äfe flc bafclbfl tl^n ntd^t fanb, fo ging jlc, im ©taQc gu 

fd^aucn, 
5 £)b er bic f>en:Iic^cn ^fcrbc, bic ^cngflc, fetter beforgte^ 
ÜDic er ofe gölten getauft unb bie er niemanb tjcrtrautc 
Unb eö fagte ber Äned^t: 6r ifl in ben ©arten gegangen, 
S)a burd^frfjritt pe be^enbe bie langen boppetten §öfe^ 
Sieg bie ©tälle jurtid unb bie lüol^Igegimmerten ©d^emien, 
to iErat in ben ©arten, ber ttjeit biö an bie SDlauem beö 

@täbtd^en6 
^tiä)k, \ijxiit i^n l^inbur^, unb freute fld^ ieglic^e« 

SQSad^gt^unt«, 
©teilte bie ©tilgen jured^t, auf benen belaben bie Sleflc 
9tu^ten beö Slpfettaumö, ttjie beö 33imbaum« tajlcnbc 

3^cige, 
5Rol^m gtei^ einige 9laupen toom Mftig fhofeenbcu SMjl 

tocg; 
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15 ÜDctttt cm gcfc^äftigc^ 335cib ti}vd feine ©d^ritte t)ergc6cn3, 
Slfo mar fic an'^ Snbc bc^ langen ©artend gelommen, 
Siö gur 2anU mit ©ci^btatt bebedt; ni^t fanb flc ben 

©o^n ba, 
gbcn fo mentg afe fle bi^ je^jt i^n im ©arten erbüdCtc. 
?lber nnr angelehnt toax ba^ "ißfört^cn, bag au^ bet 
Saubc, 
«0 2lu3 bcfonberer ©unfl, burd^ bie 5IRauer bc3 ©täbtd^cnö 
gebro^en 
$atte ber SB^nl^err cinfl, ber Würbige Surgemeiflcr. 
Unb fo ging fte bequem ben trotfenen ©raben l^inüber, 
SS5o an ber ©trafec fogleidö ber ttjol^tumjäunete SBcinberg 
Slnfflieg fleileren "ißfab^, bie gläd^e gur ©onne gele^ret. 
«» Sltt^ ben fd^ritt fte hinauf, unb freute ber fJüHe ber 

Jrauben 
©id^ im ©teigen, bie faum fid^ unter ben S3tättcm t)er^ 

bargen, 
©d^attig lüar unb bebedf t ber I)o^e mittlere Saubgang, 
ÜDen man auf ©tufen erflieg ton unbehauenen platten. 
Unb e^ fingen herein ©utebet unb 5IRuöcatcQer, 
»0 gfföt^ti^ blaue, baneben t)on ganj befonberer ©röge, 
ätte mit JJ^eiße ge^jffan^t, ber ©äfte Stad^tifd^ ju gieren, 
Slber ben übrigen 93erg bebedttcn eingetne ©tödfe, 
kleinere Jrauben tragenb, t)on benen ber KfHi^e Sein 

lommt 
älfo fd^ritt fte l^inauf, fid^ fd^on beö ^erbfle^ erfreuenb 
«8 Unb be5 feftfid^en S^ag«, an bem bie ©egenb im Subet 
Trauben liefet unb tritt, unb ben 5IRoft in bie JJäffer t)er« 

fammett, 
5cttcrtt)er!e beö Slbcnbg öon aßen Orten unb gnben 
2* I 
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84 ©ermann unb 2)orotftca. 

Sendeten unb fnattcn, unb fo bcr Srntcu f^önjle geehrt 
n)trb* 

^oä) unntl^igcr ging flc, nac^bcm ftc bcm ©o^nc gerufen 
♦0 3^^^' ^^^ breimal, unb nur ba^ (Sd^o üielfad^ gurüdttam, 

3)0^ t)on bcn Stürmen ber ©tabt, ein fe^r gef^iüäfeige«, 
^erftang* 

Qi^n 3u fud^cn toax i^r fo fremb; er entfernte jid^ nicmaö 

SBcit, er fagf eö i^r benn, um ju üerpten bie ©orge 

©einer liebenben SÄutter unb i^re ^nxä^t tjor bem Unfall. 
*5 Slber pe l^offte noc^ \tM, i^n bo^ auf bem 3Bege ju fiubcn; 

3)cnn bie Spüren, bie untre fo tüie bie obre, be^ a33ein* 



©tauben gtcid^faU^ offen. Unb fo uun trat fle in'ö ^elb ein, 
ÜDa^ mit weiter gläc^e bcn 3tücfen beö §ilgete bebedfte, 
3mmer uod^ itjanbelte fte auf eigenem öoben, unb freute 
50 ©id^ bcr eigenen ©aat unb beö ^errli^ ni(fcnben Äorueö, 
!Daö mit golbener Äraft fid^ im ganjen JJetbe bemegtc. 
3ttJifd^en htn Sied ern f d^ritt fte l^inburd^ auf bem 9iaiue ben 

Sugpfab, 
§atte ben Simbaum im 9luge, ben großen, ber auf bem 

§üget 
©taub, bie ®renje ber g^clber, bie i^rem $aufe gehörten. 
fi5 SBer i^tt ge^)flanjt, man lount' c3 md)t miffen. Sr mar in 

ber ©cgcnb 
gßcit unb breit gefe^n, unb beriU)mt bie J^^üd^tc he9 

S3aumeg. 
Unter i^m ^)f(egtcu bie ©d[)nitter be? ÜKaI}te fid^ ju freue» 

am SKittag, m^. 

Unb bie §irten be^ SSie^^ in feinem ©d^atten gu njarteti; 
53än!e fauben fte ba üon ro^en ©teinen unb 9iafen* 
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•o Unb pc irrcte ni^t; bort fa^ i^r ©cmtann uitb ru^tc, 
®ag mit* bcm ^rmc gcftü^jt unb f^icn in bie ©cgcnb j« 

fd^aucn 
Oenfcitö na^ bcm ©cbirg, er fe^rtc ber 5IRuttcr bcn 

mdtxL 
(Sackte f^ß^ Pc ^inan, unb rü^rf il^m Icife bic <SijnÜtt 
Unb er »anbte fl^ f^nett; ba fa^ fie i^m I^ränen im ^uge. 

69 5D?utter, fagf er betroffen, 3§r überrafd^t mid^I Unb 

eilig 
Irocfnef er ab bie S:^räne, ber Süngfing eblcn ©cfül^teö. 
SBi?? bu meineft, mein ©o^r^ t)erfe(jte bie ^Kutter be* 

troffen, 
ÜDaran fenn' X(S\ hiä) nic^t! id^ ^abe baö nicmate erfal^ren! 
©og', toa§ beltemmt bir ha9 §crj? maö treibt bidft, einfam 
gu ftfjen 
To Unter bem Simbaum ^ier? n)a§ bringt bir S^ränen in'^ 
«uge? 

Unb e^ nal^m jid^ gufammen ber trefftid^e Oüngting unb 
fogte: 
flBofyAxif, bem ijl fein $crj im eisernen Sufen, ber jefeo 
SWd^t bie 5Rot^ ber 5IRenfd^en, ber umgetriebnen, emppnbet; 
S)em ip lein ©inn in bcm §au^)te, ber nid^t um fein eigene^ 
SBo^l ftdfi 
»'S Unb um beg SSaterlanbö 3Bo^t in biefen S^agen befümmert. 
ffiag id^ ^eute gefe^n unb gehört, ba^ rührte ba^ ^crg mir; 
Unb nun ging id^ ^erau3, unb fa^ bie ^enlid^e, lüeite 
gonbf^aft/ bic fl^ öcr un3 in frud^tbaren ^ügetn um^cr 
f^Iingt, 
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36 ^ermann unb Dorothea* 

®a^ btc gotbenc fjrud^t bcit ®axhtn entgegen jld^ nngen, 
80 Unb ein rcid^fic^eg Obfl unö t)oHc Äammcrn öerfpre^cn. 
aber, a^ ! tt)te m\i i jl ber geinb ! SDie JJIutcn be« Steine« 
(Sij^m un$ jn^ar; bo^ ad^! n^a^ fmb nun ^(uten unb 

Serge 
3enem fd^reitid^en SSoKe, baö tt)ie ein ®ett)itter ba^erjie^t! 
SDenn fte rufen }uf ammen aud aKen Snben bie dugenb 
«5 SBic bag Sltter, unb bringen gemattig \)ox, unb bie SKenge 
©c^eut ben Job nid^t; e^ bringt gleic^ nad^ ber SKcnge 

bie $!Kenge» 
%il ! unb ein 5)eutfd^er magt in feinem $aufe gu bleiben? 
$offt üießeid^t ju entgegen bem atteö bebro^enben Unfall? 
Siebe SKuttcr, i^ fog' gud^, am heutigen Xage tjerbricgt 

mid^f 
•0 !J)a6 man mid^ neuti^ entfd^utbigt, atö man bie ©trettenben 

audla^ 
äuö ben S3ürgem, fjürtoal^r! id^ bin ber eingige ©ol^n nur/ 
Unb bie SBirtfffd^oft ijl groß, unb ttjid^tig unfer ©etoerbc, 
aber ttJÄr* id^ nid^t beff er, ju miberfte^en ha t)omc 
Sin ber Orenje, ate ^ier gu entarten Stenb unb Äned^ 

fc^aft? 
•» Sa, mir ^at eö ber ®eijl gefagt, unb im innerften Sufcn 
SRegt fxä) 3Kut^ unb Segier, bem SJaterlanbe ju leben 
Unb gu Perben, unb anbem ein mürbigeö Seifpiet gu geben. 
SBa^rlid^, loäre bie Äraft ber beutfd^en Sfugenb beifammen 
an ber ®renge, öerbünbet, nid^t nad^jugeben ben gremben, 
»00 O, fie f ollten unö nid^t ben ^errüd^en Soben betreten, 
Unb t)or unferen Singen bie grüßte be^ Sanbeö tjerje^rcUr 
Üti^t ben äJiännem gebieten unb rauben Sßeibn unk 

aKäb^en! 
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IV. Tlntkx unb @o^|n, 37 

©e^ct, SKuttcr, mir ijl im ticfflen §crjen bcfd^toffcn, 
Salb gu tl^uit mib gleid^, wa^ red^t mir bäud)t unb tjcr* 
ftänbig; 
105 S)cnn tücr lange bcbcnft, ber rtä^It nid^t immer ba^ Scfle, 
©e^et, i^ ttjerbenid^t tüieber rnxdj $aufe fe^ren! üoit ^iet 

©el^' id^ gerab' in bie ©tabt, unb übergebe ben Negern 
®iefen Slrm unb bieg $erg, bcm SSaterlanbc gu bienen. 
©oge ber SSater atebann, ob nid^t ber @^re ©cfü^t mir 
110 3lud^ ben 93ufen belebt, unb ob id^ nid^t l^ö^er hinauf lüiH! 

S)a t)erfe^te bebeutenb bie gute, öerflänbige Wbxtttx, 
©titte J^ränen t)ergiegenb, fie lamen i^r leid^tti^ in'6 

3lugc: 
©o^tt, n)a3 ^at fld^ in bir t)eränbert unb beinem ©emütl^e, 
Sag bu gu beiner SKutter nid^t rebejl, tüic geftem unb 

immer, 
u« Offen unb frei, unb fogfl, toaö beinen SBünfd^en gc* 

mag ifl? 
$örte je^t ein britter bid^ rcben, er tüürbe fürtoa^r bidft 
^öd^tid^ loben unb beinen @ntfd^Iu§ ate ben ebelften ^)reifen, 
ÜDurd^ bein 3Bort »erführt unb beine bebeutenben SRcben* 
2)0^ id^ table bid) nur; benn fie^', i^ lennc bid^ beffer* 
wo 2)u üerbirgfl bein §erg, unb ^afl gang anbre ©ebanlen, 
S)enn i^ toeig eö, bid^ ruft nid^t bie Erommet, nid^t bie 

S^rompete, 
5Rid^t bege^rfl bu gu fd^einen in ber ^Kontur öor ben 

SWäbd^en; 
jCemi ed ijl beine Seflimmung, fo »adfer unb braD bu audft 

fonfl bifl, 
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38 ^mtann unb 2)orot^ea* 

2Bo^( gu lotttüaf^xm bad $aud unb füde ba$ ^e(b ju B» 
forgem 
la» S)orum fogc mh frei: ttjaö bringt bid^ ju bicfcr ©nt* 

f^Kcgung? 

©mfl^aft fagtc bcr ®o^n: 3§r irret, SWuttei, ©in 

Stagift 
Stid^t bcm anbcrctt gtcic^. !Der Oüngfing reifet jum 

SKannc; 
Seffcr im ©tillcn reift er gur Zf^at oft, al9 im ®er5nf^ 
SSSitben f^toanlcnbcn 8cbcn8, ba^ mannen Jüngling öer* 

berbt ^at 
130 Unb fo flitt id^ auc^ bin unb ttjar, fo fjat in bcr S3ruft mir 
3)od^ fid^ gcbitbet ein $crg, bad Unrc^t Raffet unb 

Unbitt, 
Unb i^ öerjlcl^c red^t gut bie lüeltlid^en iDinge gu fonbem; 
%xi^ fjat bie Slrbcit ben 3lnn unb bie JJüge mä^tig gc* 

|lär!ct 
aUe«, fü^P id^, ifl toa^r; i^ barf eö fü^ntid^ be§aul)ten. 
135 Utib bo^ tabelt 3^r mi^ mit SRed^t, o SKutter, unb ^obt 

mi^ 
Sluf l^albtoa^ren SQSorten erta^jpt unb l^atber 5ScrfteHung. 
S)cnn, gefle^' id^ eö nur, nid^t ruft bie na^e ©cfal^r mid^ 
2lu6 bem §aufe bcö SSatcr^, unb nid^t ber l^o^e ©ebanfc, 
SWeinem SSatcrtanb ^ilfrcid^ ju fein unb f^redHid^ bcn 

^einbcn. 
110 SOäorte \oaxtn eö nur, bie id^ fprod^; pc foHten t)or Sud^ nur 
SKeine ©cfül^Ie ücrftcdten, bie mir ha^ $erg jcrreigcn. 
Unb fo lagt mid^, o SOtutter! SDenn ba i^ Dergeblid^e 

SBünf^e 
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IV. Tlütttx unb @o5u. 39 

^ge im Sufen, fo mag and^ mein Scbeit öergcbüd^ ba^in 

gcf>n, 
3)cmi id^ tociß c« xtä)t toofjU bcr ®m3cltte f^abet fi^ 

fetbev, 
1*6 S)cr fl^ Eingibt, lücnn fid^ nid^t alle gum ©anjcn bc* 

flrebcn. 

^a^rc xiwc fort, fo fagtc barauf bic öcrflänbigc 9D?uttcr^ 
Slttcö mir gu crjä^Icn, ba^ ©rögtc hJtc ba§ ©cringflc; 
S)cmi bic SlMömier finb ^cftig, unb benlcn nur immer ba^ 

Sefcte, 
Unb bie ^ittbcmi^ treibt bic heftigen leidet öon bem Sege; 
ISO Slber ein Seib ifi gefd^itft, auf 5!WitteI gu benlen, unb 

ttjanbett 
%nä) bctt Umlücg, gefd^icft gu i^rem S^ti gu gelangen, 
©age mir afleö ba^er, ttjarum bn fo ^eftig betoegt bifl, 
SBic i^ bid^ niemate gefe^n, unb bag 93tut bir waßt in 

ben ?lbem, 
S33iber SBitten bie iE^röne bem Singe ftd^ bringt gu cnt* 

ftürjen. 

155 S)a übertieg fi^ bem ©d^merge ber gute Jüngling, 

unb lüeinte, 
SBeinte taut an ber ®mfl bcr 5IRutter unb fprad^ fo er* 

ttjcid^et: 
SBal^rlid^! bc3 SSatcrö SSSort f>at l^eutc mid^ fränfenb 

getroffen, 
3)a6 iif niemafö öerbient, nid^t l^cut unb feinen ber Sage* 
5t mn bie SItem gu eieren toar frü^ mein gicbflcö/ unb 

niemanb 

Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



iO ^ermann imb !S)orot^ea* 

MO ©d^icti mir flügcr ju'fcin unb ttjcifcr, att bic mid^ c» 

gcugtcn, 
Unb mit (Srnjl mir in bnnfelcr ^dt ber Ätnb^cit geboten. 
SSicIeö l^ab' id^ fürma^r üon meinen ©cfpieten gebutbet/ 
SBenn fie mit XMt mir oft bcn guten SBißen tjergalten; 
JOftmafe f)aV iä) an i^ncn nid^t SBurf no^ Streich 

gerod^cn; 
166 aber f^jotteten fie mir ben SSater auö, menn er ©onntagö 
3lu3 ber Äird^e lam mit mürbig bebäd^tigem ©dritte, 
Sorten flc über ba« 33anb ber WXt^e, bic Slumcn be« 

©d^tafrodfö/ 
S)en er fo flattlid^ trug unb ber erft t)eute öerfd^enft loarb^ 
tjürd^terli^ ballte fid^ glei^ bie JJaufl mir; mit grimmigem 

ffiüt^en 
170 fjicl id^ fie an unb fd^Iug unb traf mit btinbem Segtmieiv 
JO^ne ju feigen mo^in; fie beulten mit blutigen Siafen, 
Unb entriffen [xij taum ben ttjüt^enben dritten unb 

©dalägen. 
Unb fo tt)ud^3 i^ ^cran, um t)iet Dom SJater gu butben^ 
Der flatt anberer mi^ gar oft mit SBorten ^erum na^m, 
1T6 SBcnn bei 'ätatf) i^m SJerbruß in ber letzten ©i^ung 

erregt loarb; 
Unb \i) büßte ben ©treit unb bie SRänfe feiner SoIIegeu. 
Dftmate fjaht 9^r mid^ fetbfl bebauert; bcnn bietet er* 

trugi4 
©tetö in ©ebanfen ber Sltern öon ^ergen gu e^renb« 

SBo^tt^at, 
ÜDie nur finnen, für unö gu mehren bie $ab' unb bie ®üter, 
180 Unb fi^ fetber mand^e^ entjie^n, um ju fparen ben Äinbenu 
W>rt, aijl miji baö ©paren aßein, um fpät ju geniegen 
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Wlaijt ba$ &iM, e^ mad^t nt^t bad ©(üd ber $aufe 

beim Raufen, 
3liäft bcr 3licr am 3Mcr, fo fd^öit fid^ bic ©üter au^ 

fd^Ueßen. 
ÜDcmi bcr SSatcr ttJirb alt, unb mit i^m altem bte ®ö§ne, 
i«5 O^ne bic greube bc^ 2iag§, imb mit bcr ©orge für morgen* 
©agt mir, mtb flauet ^inab, h)ic ^crrüd^ Uegen bic fd^önen^ 
SReid^cn ©cbreitc nid^t ba, unb unten SBcinbcrg unb Oärten^ 
Dort bie ©d^eunen imb ©tätte, bic fd^öne Steige ber ©üter ! 
aber fc^' id^ bann bort ba^ ^intcr^au«, nio an bem ©icbcl 
wo @t^ baö genflcr unö jcigt üon meinem Stübd^en im !Dad^c, 
9)enF i^ bte 3^^^^ gurüdC, mic man^e 9ta^t i^ ben 

5D?onb fd^on 
©ort erwartet unb fd^on fo mand^en 5IRorgen bie ©onne, 
SEBcnn ber gefunbe ©d^taf mir nur ttjcnige ©tunben ge^ 

nügte: 
91^! ba fommt mir fo einfam üor, toxt bie Kammer, ber 

$of unb 
i»5 ©arten, baö ^errü^e fjelb, ba« über bie ^ügel fOf 

^inftredft; 
SCffcö liegt fo öbe t)or mir: id^ cntbel^rc ber ©attin. 

S)a antwortete brauf bie gute 2)?utter öerflänbig : 
©o^n, me^r wünfd^cfl bu nid^t bic 93raut in bie lammet 

gu führen, 
S)aß bir werbe bie Siad^t jur fd^önen $älftc bcö Sebenö, 
»00 Unb bic Slrbcit beö Jag^ bir freier unb eigener Werbe, 
Slto ber SSater e« wünf ^t unb bie aWutter. SBir ^aben bit 

immer 
3ugerebet, ia bi^ getrieben, ein SKäb^en ju wählen* 
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42 Ermann uiib 2)orot^ea. 

aber mir ifl c6 bclaimt, unb {c^o fagt e^ baö ^3 mir: 

Senn bte ©tunbe ni^t lontmt, bte re^te^ toenn nic^t ba€ 
re^te 
»05 SKäb^en gur ©tunbe fxij jetgt, fo bleibt baö SBö^Ictt im 

weiten, 

Unb eö tt)ir!et bie fjurd^t, bie iJatfc^e ju greifen, am mcificn. 

®ott ic^ bir jagen, mein ©ol^n, fo ^afi bu, i(^ glanbc, ge- 
toastet; 

3)enn bein $erj ifl getroffen nnb me^r ate getoö^nüd^ em* 
^jfinbli^, 

@ag' t9 gerab nur ^eraud, benn mir f^on fagt t$ bie 
©eete : 
»10 3ene3 5IRäbd^en ifF«, ba9 vertriebene, bie bn getoäl^Ü l^afi. 

Siebe SKutter, Q^r fagf«! öerfefcte lebhaft ber ©o^u 

brauf. 
3a, fie ifl^ö ! unb fü^r' id^ fie nid^t ate S3raut mir nad^ $aufe 
$eute nod^, jic^et fie fort, toerf^toinbet öiettei^t mir auf 

immer 
3n ber SSertoirrung beö ^eg§ unb im traurigen $itt- 

unb ^erjie^n, 
»15 SKutter, etoig umfonfl gebeult mir bie reid^e 93efl|}ung 
®ann öor äugen ; umfonft fmb fünftige Öal^rc mir frud^t* 

bar. 
3a, baö gewohnte $au8 unb ber ©arten ift mir jutoiber; 
31^! unb bie Siebe ber SRutter, fie felbfi ni^t tröjlet ben 

armen, 
©enn eö ßfct bie Siebe, ba^ fü^r id^, iegßc^e S3anbe, 
»»0 SBenn fie bie ibrigen fnüpft; unb nid^t ba« SDtäbd^cn affeia 

lägt 
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Sater unb SDJuttct gurücf, ttjcnn fic bcm enoä^tctcn 9D?ami 

folgt; 
Slud^ bcr Qüitgling, er njeig ni^t« mcl^r tjon SWutter unb 

SSater, 
SBenn er baS Wl'dhd^zn fielet, ba^ etnjtggcttebte, batjon jtc^n. 
£)arum (äffet mt^ ge^n, tüol)va bte Serjnieifluttg nüd^ att^ 

treibt 
»as !J)entt mein SSater/ er ^at bie entfd^eibenben SBorte ge* 

fprod^en, 
Unb fein $au3 ijl nid^t uie^r baö meine, loenn er ba^ 

aKäbd)en 
Stnöf^tiegt, baö xif allein na^ $au3 ju führen begehre 

!I)a tjerfe^te be^enb bie gute öerflänbige SKutter : 
©teilen tt)ic gelfen bod^ gtoei iöiänner gegen einanber ! 
«30 Unbewegt unb ftotj tüxU feiner bem anbem ftd^ nähern, 
Äeiner jum guten Sorte, bem erften, bie ä^nge betüegen. 
Darum fog' i^ bir, ©o^n: nod^ lebt bie Hoffnung in 

meinem 
$erjen, baß er pe bir, wenn fle gut unb bratj ift, t)eitobe, 
Obgteid^ arm, fo entfd^ieben er aud^ bie Slrme öerfagt ^at 
«35 ®enn er rebet gar mand^eö in feiner heftigen Slrt au^, 
ÜDa^ er bod^ nid^t üoQbringt; fo gibt er aud^ gu ba$ 

SSerfagte. 
Slber ein gute« SSJort öertangt er, unb fann e^ Verlangen; 
S)enn er ijl SSatcr ! 2lud^ njiffen ttjir too^t, fein 3om iji 

nad^ Sifd^e, 
SBo er l^eftiger fprid^t unb anberer ©rünbe begmeifett, 
%40 gfjic bebeutenb ; eö reget ber SQSein bann iegli^e Äraft auf 
©eine^ heftigen SBoKend, unb lägt il^n bie Sßorte ber anbem 
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44 ©cmtann unb 2)orot^ea, 

^xä)t t)cmc^mcn; er ^övt nnb fü^It attctnc fid^ fclbcr* 
Slbcr c^ fommt her ?lbenb ^cran, unb bic t)teten ©efpräd^c 
©inb nun gttJtf^en il^m unb feinen ^reunbcn getoed^fclt. 
»*ö 5öcUber tfl er fürwahr, tc^ ttjeiß, wenn ha^ Stäufd^^en öopa 

bei tfl, 
Unb er baö Unred^t fill^tt, bag er anbern tebl^aft erjcigtc, 
Äomm l tüir tüagcn e^ glei^ ; boö grifd^gettjagtc gerät^ 

nur, 
Unb mir bcbürfcn ber greunbe, bie {efco bei iftm no^ t)ct* 

fantntelt 
©ifcen ; bef onberö ttjicb un§ ber toürbigc OcifWid^c l^elfen. 

»»0 aifo fprad^ ftc bc^enbc, unb 30g, öom Steine fid^ ^ebcnb, 
Slud^ tjom ®i(je ben ©o^n, ben miliig folgenben. Seibc 
fiamen fd^meigenb herunter, ben mid^tigen äJorfa^ itt 
benfenb* 
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V. 

Set aSeltttttgtr. 

K6er e6 fagen bie brei nod^ immer fprec^enb gufammeit, 
SKit bcm gciftUdjcn ^crrit bcr 9l))ot^c!er beim SBirt^c, 
Unb ed tt)ar ba$ ©effirad^ nod^ immer ebenbaffelbe/ 
S)a6 üiel ^iit unb ^er nad^ attcn Seiten geführt ttjarb» 
» aber bcr trefflid^e 'ißfavrcr tjcrfetjte, ttjürbig gefmnt, brauf : 
SBiberf^jrec^ctt toiß i^ gu^ ni^t. 3^ »ciß c6, bei 

SWcnfc^ fott 
3mmcr jlrcben jum SScffem ; unb, tt)ic mir feigen, er jkebt 

Smmer bem ^ö^eren naif, gum »enigjlen fud^t er ba« 

Sfieue» 
aber ge^t nid^t ju Weit! S)enn neben biefen ©efü^ten 
10 ®ab bie 5Ratur unö aud^ bie Snfl, gu öer^arren im Sitten/ 
Unb fi^ beffen gu freu'n, »aö jeber lange getool^nt ift 
UKer 3«l^önb ijl gut, ber natürli^ ifl unb t)emünftig* 
Sielet )oünf^t ft^ ber SOtenfd^, unb bo^ bebarf er nur 

tojcnig ; 
5^tt bie S^age ftnb lurg, unb befd^ränft ber ©terbfi^en 

©c^idtfaL 
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4« ^ermann unb S)oroQett. 

w SJJicrnate tabP id^ bcn 5!Rann, bcr irnrncr, t^Stig unb rafilo« 
Urngctricbcn, ha^ SKccr unb alle ©tragen bcr Erbe 
fiü§n unb cmfig bcfä^rt unb fic^ beö ©ctoinncö erfreuet^ 
SBetc^er ft^ retc^tic^ um t§n unb um bie ©einen ^erum 

^äuft; 
aber jener iji ond^ mir xotxti^, ber ruhige Sürger, 
»o !Dcr fein öäterli^ Srbe mit piHen Schritten umgebet, 
Unb bie @rbe beforgt, fo xok eö bie ©tunbcn gebieten» 
9?ic^t Deränbert fl^ i§m in jebem 3a§re ber Soben, 
Sticht jhedft eitig ber 93aum, ber neugepflaujte, bie ?lrme 
@egen ben $immel au^, mit.reic^tit^en ©lütten gegieret. 
»» Stein, bcr iWann bebarf ber ©ebulb ; er bebarf auc^ htß 

reinen, 
Ommer gteid^en, ruhigen ©innö unb bc« graben SSerfianbe^. 
3)enn nur ttjenige ©amen Dertraut er ber nä^renben Srbc^ 
SBenige Kliere nur t)crftel|t er, mel^renb, ju jie^en ; 
3)enn baö JHUjüd^e bleibt allein fein ganjer ©ebanfe, 
80 @(ü(fli(^, mem bie 9!atur ein fo geflimmted ®emüt§ gab ! 
(Sr ernähret unö alle, Unb ^eit bem S3ürger beö fteincn 
©täbt^enö, toel^er (änbüd^ ©eluerb mit Sürgergetoerb 

paaxtl 
?luf i^m liegt nid^t ber ©rurf, ber ängfHid^ ben ?anbmann 

befd^ränfet ; 
S^n t)ertt)irrt nid^t bie ©orge ber öielbege^renben ©täbter, 
85 J)ic bem 9ieic^eren petö unb bem ^ö^ercn, toenig Der« 

mögcnb, 
9?a^jufirebcn gelüol^nt finb, bef^ubcrö bie SSSeiber unb 

aRäb^tn, 
©egnet immer barum beö ©o^neö ru^ig Semti^en^ 
Unb bie ©attin, bie einfl er, bie gleid^gcpnnte, fic^ toä^fet 
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V. 2)cr 2ßcttbürgcr* 47 

Wfo fj)rad^ er. g« trat bic SKutter juglcid^ mit bcni 
®o^n ein, 
#0 gü^rcnb i^tt bei bcr ^anb unb öor bcn ©atten i§n Pcllcnb, 
Satcr, fprad^ fie, tt)ic oft gebadeten tüir, unter einanber 
©^ujafeenb, be« frö^üc^cn lag«, ber fommen toürbc; lücrai 

fünftig 
^crmamt, feine Sraut ftd^ crttJä^Icnb, un« enblid^ erfreute! 
$in unb tDteber bauten mir ba ; balb biefed, balb j[ene« 
*» 2Käb(^en beftimmten tt)ir i^m mit elterüd^cm ©ef^toäfee* 
Stun iji er fommen, ber Sag ; nun §at bie 93raut i^m ber 

$immet 
$ergefü^rt unb gejeigt, eö ^at fein §erg nun entft^ieben. 
©agten mir bamate nic^t immer : er follc f eiber fld^ mähten? 
SBünfd^tefl bu nic^t no^ Dor^in, er möd^te Reiter unb leb* 

»o gür ein SKäbd^en emj)finben? 9?un ifl bie ©tunbe ge* 

fommen ! 
3a, er f^at gefüllt unb ge^rä^tt, unb ifl männlid^ entfd^ieben. 
Qmt9 SWäbc^en iff «, bic JJrembc, bie i^m begegnet. 
®ieb fie i^m; ober er bleibt, fo fc^ttjur er, im lebigen 

©taube, 

Unb e« fagte ber ©o^n: !Die gebt mir, 53atcr! 3Keitt 
^erj ^at 
w 9Iein unb ftd^er getoäp ; Su^ ijl fic bie wilrbigfle SCocf)ter. 

?[Ber ber SSater fd^tuieg. Da flanb ber ©eiftUd^e fd^nett 
auf, 
9la^m ba« SQSort unb fprad^: Der Slugenblü nur ent« 
fdfteibet 

Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



iS ^crmonn unb S)orot^ca. 

Ucbcr ba« gebexi bc« SKcnfti^en unb übet fein ganje« 

©cft^idf c ; 
S)cnn naij langer Scrat^ung ijl bod^ ein iebcr gntfd^üig 

nur 
•0 SBerl be« SKomcntö, eö ergreift bod^ nur ber SScrflänb'gc 

ha^ dted^te. 
Ommer gefä^rtid^er ifl'^, beim S35ä^Ien biefeö unb jencö 
Siebenter ju bebenfen, unb fo bad ©efü^I ju Demirrcn. 
Stein ifl ^ermann ; ic^ fenn' i^n Don Sugenb auf; unb er 

fhrerfte 
©d^on afe Änabc bie §änbe nid^t an^ nad^ biefem unb 

jenem. 
65 SJBa« er begehrte, \>a9 toax i^m gemäß ; fo l^iett er cö fefl 

aud^ 
@eib nid^t fd[)eu <tnb Dertounbert, bag nun auf einmal 

erfd^einet 
SBaö 3^r fo lange gettjünfd^t ®« ^at bie grfd^einung 

fürtt)a^r nid^t 
3efet bie ©eflalt be« SBunfd^cg, fo toit S^r il^n ttma 

ge^eget 
3)enn bie 333ünfd^e öerl^üUen un« felbft ba« ©etoünfd^te; bie 

©aben 
fl'o ,®ommcn öon oben Iftcrab in il^ren eignen ©eflalten. 

9tun berfennet eö nid^t, ha^ SWöbd^en, ha^ Surem geliebten, 
©Uten, öerftänbigcn ©ol^n juerjl bie ©eele bemcgt ^at 
©lüdfü^ ift ber; bem fogleid^ bie erj^e ©eliebte bie ^anb 

reid^t, 
üDem ber tiebli^fle SBunfd^ nid^t ^eimfid^ im ^erjen t)to 

fd^mad^tet ! 
w 3a, td^ fe^' e« i^m an, eö ift fein ©c^idtfat entfd^ieben. 
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SQSa^re SWcigung DoUcnbct fogtcid^ jutn SKannc bcn Süng* 

fing. 
9?i^t bcttjeglid^ iji er ; i^ fürd^tc, öerfagt 3l^r i^m bicfc«, 
@e^en bie da^re ba^in, bie fc^önften, in traurigem Sebetu 

üDa tjerfefete fogleid^ ber Wpotf)dtx bcbäd^tig, 
S)em f^on lange ha^ SBort öon ber Sippe ju fpringen bei 

reit ttjar : 
Saßt und aud^ biegmal bod^ nur bie SlWittelflraße betreten! 
■ eile mit SSSeile ! bad luar felbfl Äaifer 3lugujlu3 ©eöife. 
©erne ft^idP ic^ mid^ an, ben lieben 3lai)ham ju bienen, 
5IKeinen geringen SSerj^anb gu i^rem 9lu(jen ju brausen ; 
8» Unb befonberd bebarf bie Qugcnb, baß man fte leite. 
Saßt mid^ alfo ^inauö, ic^ toill eö prüfen, ba« SKäbd^en^ 
S33itt bie ©emeinbe befragen, in ber fte lebt unb befannt ijt 
SRiemanb betrügt mid^ fo Uiä)t; xäf nieiß bie S33orte ju 
fd^äften. 

S)a t)erfctjte fogleid^ ber ©ol^n mit geflügelten Sorten : 

»o S^ut eö, Sta^bar, unb gc^t unb erfunbigt gud^. Slber id^ 

tt)ünf(^c, 

®aß ber §err ^faaer fid^ ani) inßurerOefettf^aft bepnbe; 

änjei fo trcfftid^e SWänner finb uuDeriüerflid^e 3^wgen* 

O, mein SSater! fie ift ni(^t hergelaufen, bag SWäbd^en, 

Äeine, bie burd^ baö Sanb auf Slbenteuer um^erfd^meift, 

»« Unb ben Oüngüng beftridft, ben uuerfa^rnen, mit JRänfen, 

Stein, bag toilbe ©efd^idt bed attöerberbtid^cn Äriege«, 

a)aö bie SBelt jerftört unb man^eö fcftc ©ebäube 

@(^on and bem ©runbe gehoben, ^at aud^ bie 3lrme t>tu 

trieben. 
3 
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©tretfen ni^t ^errltd^e Wtänntt üoxt §o^er ©eBurt xam im 
gicnb? 
100 gürflcn fßc^ctt Dcrmmiimt, unb Äönigc leben tjerbannct 
%d)f fo ifl anij fxc, öon i^ren ©d^ttjeflern bte befle, 
3lu« htm Sanbe getrieben ; xf)x eigene^ Ungtücf öergeffenb, 
©tc^t fie anbeten bei, ifl o^ne $i(fe nod^ ^ilfreid^. 
©rog finb Sammer unb 9?ot§, bic über bic Srbc ftd^ 
breiten ; 
105 ©oHte nid^t aud^ ein ®Iüi au« biefem Ungtüi ^erDorgcl^n^ 
Unb ii^, im Slrme ber 93raut, ber juöerläffigen ©attin, 
ÜKic^ nic^t erfreuen be« Ärieg«, fo mie 3§r beö S3ranbe« 
@u^ freutet ! 

S)a Derfefete ber SSater, unb t^at bebeutenb ben SDhmb 
auf: 
SBie ifl, ©o^n, bir bie ä^W 9^^!% ^^^ M^n bir im 
aKunbe 
MO gange Saläre gejlodt, imb nur ftc^ bürftig betoegte ! 
SDtuß i^ bo(^ ^eut erfahren, tt)a3 jebem Sater gebro^t ijt 
ÜDag ben SSSißen be« ©ol^n«, ben heftigen, gerne bie SDlutter 
SHIjugelinb begünftigt, unb jeber 9?a^bar Partei nimmt; 
SQSenn e3 über ben S3ater nur ^ergel^t ober ben Sämann. 
U5 aber ic^ toiß @ud^ gufammen nid^t toiberflel^cn ; toü§ 

Weg? 
3)enn id^ fe^e bod^ fd^on ^icr Xxoi^ unb Koranen im Dorauff. 
®e^et unb prüfet, unb bringt in ®otteö 9?amen bie lochtet 
SWir in'« $au« ; m mä)t, fo mog er ba« SKäbd^en öergejfen. 

Sllfo ber SSater» S« rief ber ©ol^n mit frol^er ®eberbe ; 
wo yioä) öor 9lbenb ip (inii bie trefffid^fte Xo^ter befd^eret, 
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SBic flc bcr 2Kami jld^ toünfd^t, bcm ein Hugcr ©mit in bei 

Sruji tcbt 
®tü(f(id^ ifl bic ®utc bann aud^, fo barf id^ c^ l^offcn. 
Qa, jlc banlct mir ett)ig, ha^ id^ i^r SSatcr unb 5IRuttcr 
S33icbcrgcgcbcn in Su^, fo tuic fic öcrftänbigc Äinbcr 
i»5 SSSünfd^cn, ?lbcr id^ jaubrc nid^t mcl^r; id^ fd^irrc bic ^fcvbc 
(Slcic^ unb fü^re bic grcunbc ^inaug anf bic ©pur bct 

©cliebtctt, 
Ucbcrlaffc bic SWänncr fid^ fclbji unb bcr eigenen Ätugl^cit, 
9tiäjU, fo fd^mär' i^ @u(^ ju, mid^ ganj nad^ i^rcr @nt« 

fd^cibung, 
Unb id^ fc^' cd nid^t toiebcr, a(d bid cd mein x% ha9 

aKäb^en. 
MO Unb fo ging er ^inaud, inbeffen manijt^ bie anbem 

SBcidtic^ ermogen unb fd^ncQ bie mid^tige ©ad^c befprad^en« 

©ermann eilte jum ©taffe fogteid^, tt)o bic mut^igcn 
©engflc 
Sinnig flanbcn unb rafd^ ben reinen $afer t)erje^rten, 
Unb bad trodfcnc ©cu, auf bcr beflen SBicfe genauen* 
IM gifig tcgf er i§nen barauf bad blanfc ©ebiß an, 

3og bic atiemen foglcid^ burd^ bic fd^öntjerptbcrten 

©d^naHen, 
Unb befefHgtc bann bie langen, breiteren ^ttgel^ 
gurrte bic ^ferbc §crau« in htn ©of, njo ber tuiUigc Äned^t 

fc^on 
Sorgcf(^oben bic Äutfd^e, fte leidet an ber !5)eid^fcl be^ 
toegenb, 
140 Sttgemeffen lni4)ftcn pe brauf an bie SBage mit faubem 
©tridten bic rafd^e Äraft ber teid^t^injie^enben ^ferbc* 
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^ermann fagtc bic ^citfd^c ; bann faß er unb rottf in bc« 

S^^ortrcg. 
Sn« bic grcunbc nun glcid^ bic geräumigen ^läfec gc< 

nomnicn, 
SRolItc bcr SBagcn eilig, unb üe§ baö ^flaflcr jurüde, 
1*» Sieg jurüi bic 3Rantm ber ©tabt unb bie reinlit^en 

<So ful^r ^ermann ba^in, ber wo^lbcfannten S^auffee ju, 
Jßaf d^, unb fäumcte ni^t unb fu^r bergan tt)ie berguntct; 
Ate er aber nunmehr ben K^urm beö S)orfe« erbliite, 
Unb nid^t fern me^r lagen bie gartenumgebenen Käufer, 
t»o ®ad^f er bei fic^ fetbfl, nun an^ul^aften bie ^ferbe. 

95on bem würbigen 3)unfel erhabener Sinben umfd^attcl^ 
S)ic Qa^r^unberte fd^on an biefer ©teile genjurjelt, 
2Bar mit 5Rafen bthtdt ein weiter grüncnber änger 
SJor bem 3)orfe, ben Säuern unb na^en ©täbtem eut 

guftort. 

w« ^tad^gegraben bcfanb fxi) unter htn Säumen ein Smuncn, 

Stieg man bie ©tufen ^inab, fo jcigtcn fi^ fleinemc Sonic, 

9ting^ um bie Duette gefc^jt, bie immer lebenbig ^eröorquott, 

Steinlic^, mit niebriger SKauer gefaßt, 3U fd^öpfen bc« 

quemlid^. 

^ermann aber befd^Ioß, in biefcm ©d^atten bie $ferbe 
160 5IKit bem SBagen ju galten, gr t^at fo, unb fagtc bie 

SBorte: 
©teiget, J^reunbe, nun auö unb ge^t, bamit 3^r erfahret, 
Ob ba« SKäbd^en aud^ wcrt^ ber ^anb fei, bie id^ i^ 
biete* 
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3tt)ar iä^ glaub' t9, unb mir crgä^It 9§r nid^t« 9?eucö unb 

©cltnc« ; 
$ätf td^ allein ju t^un, fo ging* i^ bc^enb ju bcm 3)orf 

^in, 
165 Unb mit wenigen Sorten cntf^icbe bic ®ute mein Sd^idfaL 
Unb 3§r njerbct fie batb t)or allen anbem erfcnnen ; 
3)cnn ttjo^l f d^mertid^ ifl an Silbung i^r eine öergteid^bar. 
aber i^ gcb' ^u6) noij bie Stii)tn ber reinlid^en Äleiber : 
S)enn ber rot^e 8afe ergebt ben gemotteten Sufen, 
iTO ©c^ön gefd^nürt^ unb e3 liegt ba« fd^iüarge SWieber i^t 

fna))p an ; 
©aubcr ^at fie hm <Saum beö ^ernbeö jur Äraufe gefaltet, 
SDie i^r ba3 Äinn umgibt, baö runbc, mit rcinüd^cr 3ln^ 

mut^; 
fjrci unb Reiter geigt jld^ beS Äo^jfeö jierlid^eö Sirunb ; 
©tarl finb öielmal bie ä^Pfc um fittemc Slabeln genjidtelt; 
1T5 SSicIgefaltet unb blau fängt unter bem 8a^e ber Siod an, 
Unb umfd^Iägt il^r im ®c^n bic ujo^tgebilbetcn Änöd^eL 
S)odt| ba« »itt id^ ffiud^ fagcn, unb nod^ mir au^brüdtüd^ 

erbitten : 
Äebet tti^t mit bcm SKäbd^en, unb Ia§t nid^t mcrlcn bic 

äbjlc^t, 
©onbcm befraget bie anbern, unb ^ört, toa§ flc atteö er* 

gö^Ien. 
180 $abt Qf^x 9?ad^rid^t genug, gu beruhigen SSater unb SlKuttcr, 
Äc^ret ju mir bann jurüdC, unb wir bcbenlen \>a^ meitrc. 
Älfo bad^f i^ mir*« au« ben S3Beg ^er, ben mir gefahren. 

3ßfo fj)rad^ er. & gingen barauf bie IJrcunbc bcm 
S)orf gu, 
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SBo in ©ftvten unb @d^eunen unb Käufern bie SRatge t)on 

SDtenfc^en 
iw SQSimmcttc, Äorm on Äarm bic breite ©tröge bal^in jlanb. 
SKänncr t)crforgtcn baö brüßenbc Sie^ unb bie ^ferb' an 

ben äBagen, 
Sßäfd^e trodneten emflg auf aßen ^ecf en bie SBeiber, 
Unb e« ergcfeten bie fiinbcr jl^ ptätfd|emb im Baffer be« 



W\o burd) bie Sßagen ftd^ brängenb, burd^ SDtenfc^en unb 

J^iere, 
190 ©a^en jle rc^t« unb Hute fid^ um, bie gefcnbeten ©pä^er, 
JDb {le ni^t etma bad 93ilb bed bezeichneten iDtöbd^end ei^ 

blidten ; 
aber leine öon atten erfd^ien bie ^errtid^e Sungfraiu 
©tarier fanben fte batb bad ©ebränge. 3)a iDar rxm bie 

aOSagen 
©treit ber bro^enben SDtänner, iDorein {Id^ mifd^ten bie 

SQSeiber, 
195 ©^reienb. a)a na^te jl^ f^neß mit toürbigen ©^ritten 

ein SKter, 
£rat 3U ben ©d^eltenben ^in; unb foglei^ t^erftong ba^ 

©etöfe; 
Ate er SRul^c gebot, unb Dätcrtid^ emjl fle bebrol^c. 
^at un^, rief er, noc^ nid^t ha§ Unglücf alfo gebänbigt, 
3)o§ tt)ir enblid^ öcrfle^n, un« unter einanber ju bulben 
»00 Unb ju »ertragen, toenn auc^ niti^t iebcr bie ^anblungen 

abmißt? 
Unöerträglid^ ftirnial^r ifl ber ® (üdtKd^e I S35crben bie Selben 
(Svblic^ ^ntt^ teuren, nid^t me^r, toit fonfl, mit bem Soibet 

gu^abem? 
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®ömict einanbcr bcu $tafe auf frembcm Sobctt; unb titeltet, 
S33a« i^c f^aUt, jufammen, bamit tl^r Sarm^crjigfcit finbet 
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SKfo fagtc bcr Tlaxm, unb aUc fd^ujtcgcn; öcrträgfid^ 
JDrbttcteu SSic§ unb SSäagcn bic toiebcr bcfänftigtctt 

SWenfti^cn. 
Ate bcr ©cifltid^c nun bic SRcbc bc« SKanncö Dcmommcn^ 
Unb bcn ruhigen ©tun bc^ frcmbcn SRt^tcr^ cntbcrftc, 
Xxat er an i^n ^cran, unb fprad^ bic bcbcutenbcn SSäortc: 
«10 gSatcr, fürnjaör! tocnn baö SSoß in glücfti^cn Sagen 

ba^in lebt, 
SSon bcr Srbc ftd^ nä^rcnb, bic ttjcit unb breit fl^ auftaut, 
Unb bic crtoünfd^tcn ©abcn in -Sauren unb SWonbcn er* 

ncucrt, 
S)a gc^t aKcö t)on fctbfl, unb j[ebcr ifl fid^ bcr Ätügflc 
S33ic bcr Scflc; unb fo befielen fie neben cinanber, 
»15 Unb bcr t)emünftigfle SKann ifl luic ein anbrer gehalten ; 
S)cnn \üa§ attc^ gcfc^ie^t, ge^t Pitt, »ie öon fclber, ben 

®ang fort 
Slbcr jerrüttct bic 9tot^ bic gcmö^nli^cn SBcgc beö febenö, 
SRcißt ba« ©cbäubc nieber, unb toül^Iet ©arten unb 

©aat um, 
treibt bm SKann unb ba« SBcib t)om Staumc bcr trau* 

lid^cn SBo^nung, 
»so @d^te))j)t in bic -Srre flc fort burc^ ängftüd^c S^age unb 

5Räd^tc: 
Ä^l ba jle^t man fid^ um, ttjcr ttjo^t bcr öcrftönbigfle 

5Diann fei, 
Unb er rebct nid^t mcl^r bic ^crrlid^cn SBortc t)crgcbcn3. 
©agt mir, SSatcr, 3§r fcib gctoig bcr SRid^tcr öon bicfcn 
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^d^tigcn aWänncm, bct 3^r foglcid^ bic ©cmüt^cc Be^ 
ru^igt? 
»a« 3a, 3i)x crfd^cmt mir ^cut al3 einer ber ältejlen ^ö^rer, 
Sic bur^ SSäüflctt unb 3rrcn vertriebene SSößer geleitet 
S)enF id^ bod^ eben, i^ rebe mit Oofua ober mit 9Jtofc3. 

Unb eö öerfefete barauf mit emflem Sücfe ber Siid^ter: 
SBa^rüd^ unfere 3cit Vergleicht flc^ ben fcltenpen 3^it«"f 

»80 !J)ic bie ®efc^i(^te bemerft, bie l^eilige ttjic bic gemeine. 
!Denn njer gejlem unb l&eut in biefen Sagen gelebt ^at, 
^at f^on Sa^rc gelebt; fo brängen ftd^ afle ©efc^ic^ten. 
©enf iä) ein toenig jurüd, fo fc^eint mir ein graueö ältct 
Sluf bem Raupte gu liegen, unb bod^ iji bic Äroft no(^ 
lebenbig. 

•3Ö £), tt)ir anberen bürfen unö mo^I mit jenen öergteicj^en, 
!Denen in emfler ©tunb* erfd^ien im feurigen Sufd^e 
®ott ber §err; aud^ unö erf(^ien er in SOSoOen unb ^^uet; 

?lfe nun ber Pfarrer barauf nod^ weiter ju fpred^en 

geneigt ttjar, 
Unb baö ©d^idtfal be« SWann« unb ber ©einen gu ^örcn 

»erlangte, 
Jwo (Sagte bc^enb ber ©efä^rte mit ^eimlid^en S35orten in'« 

D^r il^m: 
iSpred^t mit bem SRid^ter nur fort, unb bringt ba« ®t* 

\pxäd) auf baö SfJiäbd^en; 
SIber id^ gel^e l^erum, fic aufjufu^cn, unb fommc 
ggSieber, fobatb id^ fie pnbe. ®§ nidtte ber Pfarrer bagegcn, 
Unb burd^ bie ^edfen unb ©arten unb ©d^cunen fud^tc bei 

©polier. 
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2)a« Seitaltet. 

Ate nun bcr gcijiüd^c §crr bcn frcmbm Sitd^tct 6^ 

fragte, 
SEBo« bic (SeOTcinc gelitten, tt)ie tang jie t)on $aufc Der* 

trieben, 
Sagte ber SKann barauf : 9?i(^t !urj ftnb unfere Seiben; 
S)enn toir ^aben ba« Sittre ber färamtlid^en Sa^re ge* 

trunfen, 
« ©d^retflid^er, toeil aud^ unö bie fd^önfle Hoffnung gerftört 

marb, 
SDenn mx (äugnet ed too^I, bag ^o^ ftd^ ba^ ^erj t^m 

erhoben, 
Sfyxi bie freiere Sruft mit reineren ^ulfen gefd^lagen, 
ate fid^ ber erfle Otanj ber neuen ©onne §eranI)ob, 
Site man ^örte Dem Sted^te ber SKenf^cn, \>a^ allen ge* 

mein fei, 
10 SSttt bcr begeiftemben g^ei^eit unb öon ber löblichen 

©lei^^eit! 
S)amate hoffte jeber fid^ felbft gu leben; eö fc^ien fid^ 
Stuf}utöfen bad Sanb, bad Diele Sänber umfhidEte, 
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S)a9 ber äßügtggang unbber@igennu^ in ber^and §tett 
®d^auten nt^t aQe SSöIfer in j[enen brängenben S^agen 
w yiai) bcr ^auptflabt bcrS33eIt, bic c3 fd^onfo lange gcttjcfcn, 
Uttb jcfet mc^r afe je bcn ^crrtit^cn Spanien öcrbicntc? 
SBarcn nid^t jener SDiänncr, ber erflen SSerfünber ber Sot^ 

fc^aft, 
SRamen ben l^öd^jlcn gfeit^, bic unter bie ©teme gefetjt 

jinb? 
2Bud^« nid^t iegtid^em SKenfc^en ber 5IRut^ nnb bcr ®eijl 

nnb bie ©pra^e? 
»0 Unb mir tuaren juerfl afe ^laijbam lebhaft entjünbet 
3)rauf begann bcr Ärieg, unb bic Qü^t bewaffneter 

^raufen 
SRürften nä^er; attein ftc fd^ienen nur greunbfc^aft gu 

bringen. 
Unb bie brad^ten fte aud^: benn i^nen er^ö^t toax bie 

©eele 
aUcn; fie |)f(anjten mit 8uji bic munteren Säume ber 
^tei^eit, 
»5 Scbem ba^ ©eine Derfprec^cnb, unb iebem bie eigne 

^Regierung. 
§od^ erfreute fic^ ba bie 3ugcnb, fit^ freute baö SHter, 
Unb bcr muntere S^anj begann um bic neue ©tanbarte. 
©0 genjannen ftc balb, bic übernjiegenbcn granfen, 
6rft bcr 5Diänner ©cifl mit feurigem, munterm Se^ 

ginnen, 
80 3)ann bic ^ergen bcr SSäeiber mit untoiberftc^Ii^er 3n* 

mut^. 
Seid^t fclbft fd^ien \m€ ber 2)md( bed DicKebürfenbeu 

Kriege«, 
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Denn bte Hoffnung umfd^meBte t)or nnfem ftugen bic 

f gerne, 
8odte bte Sfitfc ^inau« in neueröffnete SBa^nen. 
O, tote fro^ iji bie ^dt, mnn mit ber Sraut ftd^ bet 

Sräut'.qam 
»5 ©d^winget im lanjc, ben lag ber geiüünfd^ten 53crbinbung 

ertoartenb ! 
Aber ^errlid^er toat bie 3^^^/ 5« ber unö ba« $öd6jie, 
SBa« ber SKenfc^ jl^ benft, ol« na^ unb errei^bar fid^ 

geigte* 
SDo toar jebem bie ^w^fle grföf t; eö fprad^en bie ©reife, 
SDtftnner unb düngtinge laut t)oß ^o^en @innd unb ®^ 

fü^te«. 
40 aber ber ^immet trübte fid^ balb. Um ben SSort^eil 

ber ^crrfd^aft 
©tritt ein Derberbte« ©efd^Ict^t, untoürbig ba« ®ute g« 

f^affen. 
©ie ermorbeten ftd^ unb untcrbrüdten bie neuen 
Slad^barn unb 93rüber, imb f anbtcn bic eigcnniUjige SKenge. 
Unb eö ^jragtcn bei unö bie Obern, unb raubten im 

großen, 
*» Unb t9 xaubtm unb J)ra§tcn biö 3tt bem Heinflcn bie 

kleinen; 
Seber fti^ien nur beforgt, eö bleibe toa^ übrig für morgen. 
SlHjugroß toar bie 9tot^, unb täglid^ tondj^ bic Sebrüdfung; 
Siiemanb tema^m ba« ®cf(^rci, fte toaren bie ^erreu 

be« läge«, 
S)a fiel jtummer unb SBut^ aud^ felbfl ein gclagne^ 

@emüt^ an; 
«0 Sfeber fonn nur unb fdt|njur, bie Seleibigung alle ju rä^en 
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Unb bctt bittcm SScrIufl Ux bojipclt betrogctten §offmmg. 
Unb e« ttjcnbetc flc^ ha^ ®IM auf bic ©citc bcr S)cutfd^cn, 
Unb bcr ^xantt Po^ mit eiligen SRärft^en jurücfc. 
%il, ha fünften mir erfl baö traurige ©c^icffal beö Äriegeö ! 
M Senn bcr Sieger iji groß unb gut; jum »enigjicn fd^eint 

er*ö, 
Unb er fd^onet ben SWann, ben befiegten, afe toär* er bet 

©eine, 
SQSenn er i^m tägfid^ nüfet unb mit ben ®ütem i^m bleuet 
Aber bcr fjltic^tige !ennt fein (Scfctj; bcnn er me^rt nur 

ben 2:0b ab, 
Unb Derje^ret nur fd^neß unb o^nc SRüdtfid^t bic ®ütcr; 
•0 S)ann iji fein ®emüt§ auc^ crl^ifet, unb cö le^rt bie 

Scrjttjciflung 
Hvi9 htm §crjcn ^ertjor baö freöcl^afte Seginucn. 
9{i^td i{l ^cißg i^m mc^r ; er raubt ed. S)ie kottbe 

Segierbe 
S)ringt mit ©cmalt auf bad SBeib, unb mad^t bie Sufl 

gum ßntfefeem 
Ueberall fic^t er ben Job, unb genießt bie legten SDWmrtett 
•5 ©raufam, freut fid^ beö Slutö, unb freut fidt) be« l^ctt« 

Icnben Sammerd. 
©rimmig er^ob fld^ barauf in unfern SKännem bie 

SBut^ nun, 
S)aÖ SJcrtomc ju räd^cn unb ju öcrt^cib'gcn bie Siejle, 
SlIIc« ergriff bic SBaffcn, gclorft Don ber gilc bcö glüd^t» 

ling«, 
Unb öom btajfcn ©cfid^t unb fd^cu unfid^cren SfidEc. 
To JRafHo« nun erftang ba6 ©ctön bcr flürmenbcn ©lodfe, 
Unb bie fünff gc ©cfa^r ^iett ni^t bic grimmige 2But§ ait| 
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©d^ncK öcmaubcitc fld^ bc« gclbbauö frieblid^e SRüfhmg 

Sßun in SEBc^ic; ba troff öon 93Iutc ®abcl unb ©cnfc. 

£)^nc Scgnabigung fict ber fjcinb unb o^n^ SScrfd^onung; 
T« UeberaU rape bic SBut^ unb bic feige tü(fif(^e ©(^toäd^e. 

SWöd^f id^ ben 9Kenfd)en hotS) nie in bicfer fd^nöbe« 
SSerirrung 

SBieberfe^n! baö toütl^enbc S^ier ifl ein befferer Slnblidf, 

©prec^' er bod^ nie Don tJ^^ci^eit, ate lönn' er fid^ felbct 
regieren! 

go^gebunben erfd^eint, fobalb bie ©d^ranlen ^inweg flnb, 
•0 ätte« S3öfe^ baö tief ba« ® efefe in bie SBinlel gurüdttrieb. 

Srefffid^ 5IKann! t)erfefete barauf ber Pfarrer mit 

9?ad^bmdf, 
SBenn Q^x ben iUlenfd^cn öerlennt, fo fann idb (inii 

barum nid^t fd^cltcn; 
^abt 35r bod^ S5öfed genug erlitten öom toüjlen beginnen ! 
äSotttet 3^r aber gnrüd bie traurigen läge burd^fd^auen, 
w SBürbet ^l^r fetber geflc^n, tt)ie oft 3^r aud^ ®ute6 er* 

blidttct, 
SKand^e« Zxt^lii)t, baö Verborgen bleibt in bcm Ocrgen, 
9tegt bie ©efa^r e« nid^t auf, unb brängt bie 9iot^ nid^t 

ben SKenfcften, 
!Cag er aU (Sngel flc^ jeig^ erfd^eine ben anbem ein 

©(^ufegott. 

gdd^elnb t)erfefete barauf ber alte toürbige JRid^tcr: 
•0 dl^r erinnert mic^ Ilug/ mie oft nad^ beut SSranbe be9 

§aufe3 
^an ben betrübten 9e{t|^er an ®oIb unb ©ilber erinnert^ 
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S)a6 gefd^moljett im @d^utt mm überblieben ittftttvA 

tieflt 
SSenig ifl ed fftma^t/ boc^ aud^ bad to)emge Iö{Ui(^; 
Unb ber Verarmte grabet i^m xiai), unb freut {id^ bed 

gunbe«. 
•» Unb fo fe^r* id^ anij gern bie Reitern ©ebanfen gu iencn 
SBenigen guten S^^aten^ bie aufbeU)a^rt ha9 ©ebäd^tnig. 
Sla, xif min ed nic^t Iftugneu/ i^ fa^ fxif 0einbe Det^ 

fö^nen, 
Um bie @tabt Dom Uebel ju retten; ic^ fa^ aud^ bet 

greunbe/ 
@a^ ber Sltem Sieb' unb ber Äinber Unmöglid^e« toogen; 
100 @a^/ U)ie ber düngling auf einmal gum äRann n^arb; 

f a^, mie ber @rei^ {td^ 
SBieber t)eriüngte, ha^ ^inb fld^ fetbfl afö ^ngßng 

ent^üttte, 
da, unb bad fd^mac^e ©efd^Iec^t, fo mie e9 gemö^nlid^ 

genannt toirb/ 
Zeigte ftd^ tapfer unb mäd^tig unb gegenwärtigen ©eifie«* 
Unb fo (a^t mic^ t)or aQen ber frönen S^l^at no^ tu 

niä^neU/ 
los 3)ie ^od^^erjig ein SRäbd^en t)oIlbra(^te/ bie trefflid^e 

3ungfrau/ 
Die auf bem großen ©c^öft attein mit ben 5!JlÄbd^en 

gurtidtblicb; 
a5enn e^ waren bie SWänner au(^ gegen bie gremben 

gejogen. - 
^ S)a überfiel ben ^of ein Zvnpp öerlaufnen ©eflnbel«, 
$(ünbemb, unb brängte fogteid^ fid^ in bie ^mmtt bet 

grauen* 
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tio ©ie et'bliitcn ba« SSitb bcr fd&ön etwad^fcnen Jungfrau 

Unb bie Kcblid^ctt SDtäbd^cn, no(^ c^cr Äinbcr gu feigen. 

Da ergriff fie tottbe S3cgier; fte [türmten gcfü^oö 

Sluf bie jutembe ©d^aar unb auf'ö ^od^^erjigc SÖläbd^en. 

Slbcr fie ri§ bem einen foglcid^ öon ber ©eite ben ©äbcl/ 
115 ^ieb i^tt nieber gewaltig; er pürgf i^r blutcnb ju 

Pßen. 

SDann mit männü^en ©treid^en befreite fie tapfer bie 
üKäb^en, 

SIraf nod^ ötere ber 9täuber; bod^ bie entflogen bem Sobe. 

Dann t)erfd^(o§ fie ben §of, unb ^arrte ber §ilfe bettjaffnet 

5lte ber ©eijittd^e nun baö ?ob be« SKäbc^enö Der* 
nommen, 
MO ©tieg bie Hoffnung fogteid^ für feinen greunb im ®e* 

müt^ auf/ 
Unb er »ar im SSegriff gu fragen, too^in fte geratl^en, 
£)b auf ber traurigen glu(^t fte nun mit bem SSoK 
fxij befinbe. 

Sber ba trat ^erbei ber Sl^jot^eler bel^enbe, 
^ujjfte ben geifHid^en $erm, unb fagte bie ttjiöpemben 

SBorte; 
w» ^ab' id^ bod^ enblid^ ba« SKäbd^en au« bieten ^unbert ge* 

funbeu/ 
Sßad^ ber Sefd^reibung! ©o fommt unb fe^et fte felbet 

mit Singen; 
Slcl^met ben 9ti(^ter mit ^ui), bamit ttjir ba« »eitere 

^ören. 
Unb fie lehrten fid^ um, unb weg toarb gerufen ber 3lid^tct 
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SSoiv bcn ©einen, bie i^n, bcbürftig be« ^atf)t9, t>t» 

langten. 
180 Dod^ e3 folgte fogleid^ bem äpot^eler ber ^farr^err 
5ln bie Südfe bcö 3^"^^/ «^^^ i^"^^ beutete üflig. 
©e^t 3^r, fagf er, ha^ gWäbd^en? ©ie ^at bie ^up^je 

gettjüelt/ 
Unb i(^ ericnne genau ben alten Sattun unb ben 6(aucn 
Äiffcnübcrgug ttjo^f, ben i^r ^ermann im S3ünbet ge* 

bracht ^at 
135 ©ie t)ertt)cnbete fc^neÖ, fürwahr, unb gut bie ©efd^enfc» 
S)iefe finb beutlid^c ^ci^cn, eö treffen bie übrigen aDe; 
Denn ber rot^e lÜafe ergebt ben gemotteten Sufen, 
©d^öngcfd^nürt, unb e3 liegt baö fd^toarje SWiebcr t^ 

fnapp an; 
©auBcr ijl ber ©aum bcg ^embe« gur Äraufe gefaltet, 
1*0 Unb umgicbt i^r baö Äinn, baö runbc, mit reinlicher Sfau 

nmtl^; 
^rei unb Reiter jeigt ftd^ be« Äopfeö gierlid^cö girunb/ 
Unb bie ftarfcn 3öpfe um fllbcme Stabein gctoidett 
©i(jt fte glcid^, fo fc^cn ttjir bo(^ bie trcfflid^e Oröge, 
Unb bcn blauen SRodf, ber t)ielgefaltct t)om Sufen 
1*» Sleid^lid^ ^cruntertoaDt juni too^tgcbilbcten Änöd^eL 
O^ne 3^^^f^I/ P^ iP'^- S)njm fommet, bamit toir Dcr^ 

nehmen, 
Ob fie gut unb tugenb^aft fei, ein ^äu^lid^eö SKäbd^en, 

!5)a t)erfefete ber Pfarrer, mit Süden bie ©i^enbe 
prtifenb: 
5Da§ Pe ben Jüngling entjüdtt, fürttja^r c6 ijl mir fei« 
SBunber; 
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wo !Dcnti fie ^ätt öor bcm SSIitf beö crfal^rcncn SKanncÖ bie 

$robc. 
®Iü(fli4 tocrn bod^ 2Wuttcr 5»atur bie redete ©eflatt 

gab! 
Denn fic cmpficl^tct i^n jlct«, unb ntrgcnb^ ifl er ein 

gvcmbling. 
3cber na^ct [xij gern, unb jcber möd^te t>txtodUn, 
SBenn bie ®efättig!eit nur ftd^ gu bcr ©eftalt nod^ gefcöet 
155 Qi) tierftd^r' (Sud^, e« ifl bent Jüngling ein Wl&hä)zn ge* 

funben, 
S)a3 i^m bie fünftigen Sage beg Igeben« ^errli(^ er^eitert^ 
Iren mit »eibüd^er ßraft burd^ aöc Reiten i^m beiftc^t. 
©0 ein ooöfommcner fiörpcr geiüiß bcwal^rt aud^ bie 

©eele 
Stein, unb bie rtiflige 3ugenb t)crfpri(^t ein gtüdHid^e« 

Slltcr. 

i«o Unb e« fagte barauf bcr 9lpot§cIcr bebcnllid^: 

trüget bod^ öfter bcr ©d^ein! ^i\ mag bem Sleußcm 

nid^t trauen; 
S)enn id^ ^abe ba« ©prid^njort fo oft erprobet gefunben: 
ffi^' hn bcn ©d^effcl ©afj mit bcm neuen Sefannten öer* 

je^rct, 
S)arffl bu nid^t leid^tlid^ i^m trauen; bid^ mad^t bie ^cxt 

nur gewiffer, 
165 SBie bu c« ^beji mit i^m, unb mie bie ^rcunbfd^aft be^ 

fte^c. 
Saffet unö atfo juerp bei guten beuten un3 umt^un, 
S)cnen bad SDtäbd^en befannt ift, unb bie un^ t)on i^r nun 

erjagten, 
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Slud^ t(^ lobe btc SSorfid^t, üerfctjtc bcr ®eifMi(^c folgcnk. 
fjrci'n toir bod^ nid^t für un3 ! gür anbrc frci'n ifl be» 
bcnfUd^. 
MO Unb fic gingen barauf bcm »ädern 9ttc^tcr entgegen. 
Der in feinen ©efc^äften bie ©trage toieber ^erauffam. 

Unb gn i^mfprac^fogteid^ bcr Kuge ^fanrer mit SSorjlc^t: 
@agt! toxx l^aben ein äJläbd^en gefe^n, bad im ©arten ju« 

näd^jl ^ier 
Unter bem ?lpfelbanm ftfet, unb Äinbem Äleibcr Verfertigt 
iTH Slu« getragnem Sattun, ber i^r öermut^üd^ gefd^enft warb. 
Unö gefiet bie ®eftatt; fie fd^einet ber SQSadteren eine, 
©aget un«, tt)aö3f^rtt)i6t; mir fragen auö löblid^erSlbfid&t 

?lt« in ben ©arten ju bfidfen bcr 9ti(^ter fogIei(!^ 

nun ^er^jutrat, 
©agf er: Diefc lennet 3^r fd^on; benn wenn id^ erjä^Ite 
»80 SSon ber l^errlid^cn I^at, bie jene Jungfrau üerrid^tet, 
2lte fie ba« ©d^ttjcrt ergriff unb fic^ unb bie 3^rcn bc* 

fd^üfetc — 
Dicfe njar'S! 3^r fe^t eS i^r an, pe ift rüjlig geboren, 
Slbcr fo gut ttiie ftar!,- benn i^ren aften SSerttjanbtcn 
pflegte ftc biö ^um Sobe, ba i^n bcr Kammer ba^inrig 
185 Ueber beö ©täbtd^en« 9?ot^ unb feiner Scfiljung ©efa^ren. 
Slud^ mit ftittcm @emüt^ ^at fte bie ©c^merjcn ertragen 
Ueber beö 33räutigam^ Sob, bcr, ein cbter Oüngling, 

im crften 
tJcucr bcö ^o^cn ©cbanfen«, nac^ cbter fjrei^eit gu fhcbcn, 
©clbji Einging nad^ ^ari« unb balb ben f^rcdßd^en lob 

fanb; 
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190 Denn tüte ju $aufe, fo bort bcfhitt er SBißfür unb 9län!e. 
Sttfo fagte bcr 9ii(^tcr. S)ie betbcn fc^icbcn unb banftcn, 
Unb ber (SeijMid^e gog ein ©otbjiüd (ba« ©über be3 

Seutcte 
S35ar öor einigen ©tunben t)on i^m fd^on mifbe öerfpcnbet, 
äö et bie ^d^tünge fal^ in traurigen Raufen öor* 

beigic^n), 
195 Unb er reid^f e« bem ©d^uljcn unb fagte: S^eitet ben 

Pfennig 
Unter bie ©ürftigen an9, unb ®ott üerme^re bie ®abe! 
SDod^ e« ttjeigerte fic^ ber 5Diann, unb fagte: SBir ^aben 
SWand^en Später gerettet unb manche Kleiber unb ®aä)m, 
Unb id^ ^offe, toir teuren gurüdf, nod^ e^ e« t)erge^rt ifl, 

»oo 2)a Derfefete ber Pfarrer, unb brüdf i^m ba^ ®etb 

in bie §anb ein: 
Stiemanb fäume gu geben in biefen Xogen, unb niemonb 
Seigre ft^ angune^men, ttwö i^m bie 5DiiIbe geboten! 
Sßiemanb mVß, ttjie lang er e« ^at, ttjog er ru^ig bepget; 
9?iemanb, wie long er nod^ in fremben Iganben um^ergic^t 
»o5 Unb be« Sldter« entbehrt unb be« ©arten«, ber i^n er^ 

nähret. 

6i bod^! fagte barauf ber 3lt)ot^eIer gcfd^äftig: 
aaSäre mir jefet nur @elb in ber Xafd^e, fo foötet Qf)x^9 

^aben, 
®ro6 tt)ie Hein; bcnn t)iele getüiß ber ßcuren bebürfen'g» 
Unbefd^enft bo^ la%* td^ dnä^ niiji, bamit 3^r htn SBitten 
910 ©el^et, tuofeme bie S^at auc^ l^inter bem SiKen gu« 

rüdtbicibt. 
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5ltfo fprad^ er, unb jog ben gcflirften lebcrncn Scutcl 
an bcn aticmcn ^crt)or, toorin ber lobal i^m t>tttoa^xi 

Dcffnctc gtcrüd^ unb tl^cittc; ha fanbcn fld^ einige pfeifen, 
Älein ifl bie ®abe, fefef er baju. Da fagte ber ©(^uk^eig: 
«15 ©uterlobal iji bod^ htm Sieifcnben immer »ittfommen. 
Unb e« tobte barauf ber äpot^clcr ben Änafler. 

aber ber ^farr^err jog i^n ^inmeg, unb fte fd^ieben t)om 
Jßid^ter. 
fiiten ttjir ! fprad^ ber öerflänbige SKann, t9 »artet bct 

3üng(ing 
^eintid^; er ^öre fo f^nctt ate möglid^ bie fröl^tit^e 
S3otfd^aft. 

»»o Unb fle eilten unb lamcn unb fanben ben Düngung ge* 

lehnet 
an ben S33agen unter ben Sinbcn. !3Die ^ferbe gerjiam|)ften 
SBitb ben 9tafcn ; er ^icJt fic im 3^«wi, «"^ P<"^^ i» 

©ebanfcn, 
Slidtte flitt t)or fid^ l^in unb fa^ bie greunbe nid^t e^er, 
Siö fie fommenb i^n riefen unb frö^tid^e^eic^en i^m gaben. 
»»5 ©c^on fo ferne begann ber apotl^efer gu fpred^cn; 
!Doc^ fie traten nä^er ^inju. !3Da faßte ber ^farr^err 
©eine §anb, unb fprad^ unb nal^m bem ©efä^rten ba6 

aBort ttjcg: 
^eil bir, junger SKann! bcin treue« Singe, bein treue« 
$erj ^t rid^tig gewählt! @lüdt bir unb bem SBeibe ber 

Sugenb ! 
»30 Deiner ifl fte »ertl^; brum fomm' unb toenbe ben SBagcn, 
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®ag toxt fa^rcnb fogtcid^ bie @(fe bc« ©orfcö crrcid^cn. 
Um fie werben unb balb nad^ §aufc führen bie ®utc. 

aber ber 3üngting flanb, unb ol^ne S^^^^^ ^^^ tjreubc 
$örf er bie SSSorte beö Soten, bie ^immüfd^ toaren unb 

tröjHi^ 
»35 ©eufjete tief unb fprad^ : SBir f amen mit eitenbem fjul^r» 

njerf, 
Unb n)ir jte^en ))ielleid^t befc^ämt unb langfam nad^ 

$aufe ; 
S)entt ^ter §at mid^, feitbem id^ toarte, bie ©orge befallen, 
2lrgtt)o^n unb 3^^fct ^^^ ^^^^f ^^^ ""^ ^i" liebenbe^ 

$crj fränit. 
®Iaubt 3^, wenn toir nur fommen, fo toerbe ba« SÖläbd^en 

un« folgen, 
»*o SOäcil njir reid^ flnb, aber fie arm unb Vertrieben ein^et^ 

gie^t? 
5lrmut fetbfl mad^t jlolj, bie unöcrbiente. ©enügfam 
(Steint bad SDtdbd^en unb t^ätig ; unb fo gehört i^r bie 

SBelt an. 
©laubt -S^r, e^ fei ein SBcib üon fold^er ©d^ön^eit unb 

©itte 
5lufgett)a(^fen, um nie ben guten Oüngting gu reijen? 
»45 (Staubt 3^r, fie ^abe bi« jefet i^r ^erj t)erfc^Ioffen bet 

?icbe? 
tJal^ret nid^t raf d^ bi« ^inan ; toir möd^ten gu unfrer S3e* 

fc^ämung 
(Badete bie ^ferbc ^erum nad^ $aufe lenfen. 3d^ fürchte, 
^gcnb ein Oüngting befifet bieg ^erj, unb bie toadere 

^anb ^at 
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CEingefc^Iagen unb fd^on bem ®(ü(flt(^en Streue t>tt* 
fprod^cn. 
»50 Sld^ ! ba flc^' xij öor i^r mit meinem Stntrag befd^ämet 

/ 

3^n gu tröflen, öffnete brauf ber Pfarrer ben 5D?uttli 

f^on; 
©od) eö fiel ber ©efä^rte mit feiner gefpräd^igen Slrt ein : 
greilid^ ! fo mären Ujir nic^t t)or Reiten öertegen getoefen, 
S)a ein jebeö ©eft^äft nai^ feiner SEBeife öoDbrat^t warb. 
»w Rotten bie ßltem bie SBraut für il^ren ©o^n fid^ erfe^en, 
SBarb gut)örberjl ein fjrcunb t)om ^aufe öertrauüd^ gc« 

rufen; 
!Diefen fanbte man bann afe ^reierdmann ju ben Sttem 
IBer erlorenen Sraut, ber bann in flatttit^em ^ufee 
©onntagö ettüa nat^ Sif d^e ben ttjürbigen Sürgcr befud^tC/ 
»60 greunbüd^e SBorte mit i^m im allgemeinen guöörberp 
SBec^felnb, unb ftug ba« Oefpräd^ gu teufen unb toenben 

öcrfte^enb. 
(£nbti(^ nad^ langem Umfd^ttieif marb aud^ ber Sod^ter fXß 

wft^net 
8tü^mli(^, unb rü^mlid^ be« SKannö unb be« ^aufc«, öon 

bem man gefanbt toar. 
Äluge lüeute mcriten bie Slbfid^t ; ber Iluge (Sefanbte 
»65 SDtcrfte ben SBillen gar balb, unb fonnte p^ »eiter cp 

Hären, 
geinte ben Slntrag man ^h, fo ioar aud^ ein Äorb nid^l 

üerbrießlid^. 
Slber gelang e« benn aud^, fo toar ber greierömann immet 
3n bem ^aufe ber grjle bei jebem ^äuölid^en ^z^t ; 
Denn eö erinnerte fid^ burt^'« gange geben baö S^poor^ 
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«To !Dog Me gcfd^tdtc §anb bcncrflcn Änotcn gcft^tungen. 
Scfet tfl aber baö aÖe^ mit anbcrcn guten ©ebräuc^cn 
Slu5 ber SKobe gef ommett/ unb jebcr freit für fid^ fetber. 
Steinte bcnn iegtid^er aud^ ben Äorb mit eigenen ^änben, 
Der i^m ettoa befd^ert ift, unb jle^e befd^ämt öor bem 
SWäb^en. 

«76 @ci t9, njie il^m ani) fei ! öerfefete ber 3tingting, ber faum 

auf 
SDffe bte SBorte gci|ört, unb fd^on ftd^ im fHöen entfd^foffen. 
©eiber ge^ id^ unb njiÖ mein ©d^idtfal fefber erfal^ren 
3tu« bem SKunbe beö SRäbd^eng, gu bem xij ba« größte 

SJertrauen 
^ege, baö irgenb ein SWenfd^ nur je ju bem SSSeibe gehegt 

^at 
«80 SBa« fie fagt, bog ifl gut, eö ift tjemünftig, ba« toeig id^. 
©Ott id^ fte aud^ gum lefetenmal fe^n, fo toitt ic^ nod^ 

einmal 
S)icfem offenen 33tidf be« fd^iüargen 3luge« begegnen ; 
S)rü(f id^ fie nie an ba« §erg, fo ttiitt id^ bie Srufl unb 

bie ©d^uftem 
Einmal nod^ fc^n, bie mein Slrm fo fe^r ju umfc^üeßen 

begcl^ret ; 
»85 SBitt ben 9Wunb nod^ fe^en, öon bem ein Äug unb baö 

3a mid^ 
©ttidflid^ mad^t auf ettiig, baö 9?ein mid^ auf ewig jerflörct. 
aber laßt mid^ aUein ! O^r fottt nidf)t Ujarten. Segebct 
(Sud^ gu SSater unb SKutter jurüdf, bamit fie erfahren, 
2)aß fid^ ber ©ol^n ni^t geirrt, unb ha^ c« ttjcrt^ ijl, bal 

SKäbd^en. 
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72 ^ermamt unb 2)orot^ea« 

«•0 Uttb fo tagt mxi) allein ! ©cn JJugtoeg über ben ©ügcl 
Stn ben Strnbaum f)\n unb unfern SQScinbcrg hinunter 
®cy iä) nä^er nod^ $aufe jurüd. £}, bog ii) bie Jraute 
t?rcubtg unb fd^ncÖ ^cimfü^rte ! SicDct^t au(^ f ^Icic^' t^ 

atteine 
■3ene $fabe nad^ ^auö, unb betrete fro^ fie nic^t lieber. 

«»« Sßfo fprac^ er unb gab bem geijHtd^en ^rm bic SH^^ 
!5)er öerpänbtg pe fagte, bie fd^äumenbcn SRoffe be^a:i> 

fd^enb, 
©d^neK ben SEBagen bejiieg unb ben ®ift be« gü^rcr« 

bcfefete. 

5lbcr bu gaubertefl nod^, öorfld^tigcr Slad^bar, unb 
fagtep : 
(Seme t)ertrau' i(^, mein tjreunb, @ud^ ©eeP luib ®cifl 
unb ®emüt^ an ; 
•00 aber geib unb ©ebein ifi nit^t gunt Seflen t)emja^ret, 
SBenn bie geifilic^e $anb ber n^ettlid^en 3^gel ft^ otu 
maßt. 

S)od^ bu läd^eltcfl brauf, tierflänbiger Pfarrer/ unb 
fagteji: 
©ifeet nur ein, unb getrojl tiertrout mir ben ?eib toic bic 

©cele ! 

S)enn gefd^icft ijl bie $onb fd^on tauge, ben SH^^ i^ 

führen, 

305 Unb ba5 3[uge geübt, bic fünftü(^fle SBcnbung ju treffen* 

^enn n)ir niaren in ©tra^urg getoo^nt, ben Sagen 2« 

teufen, 
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9Hö id^ bm irnigcn Saron ba^tn begleitete ; täglid^ 
atottte ber 333ogen, geleitet t)on mir, ba« ^attenbe Il^ot 

burd^, 
©taubige SBege ^inauö, bi« fern ju bcn Sluen unb Sinben, 
»0 SKitten burd^ ©d^aren beö SSoßö, ba« mit ©pajieren ben 

Sag lebt. 

$atbgetröftet bepieg barauf ber 9?ad^bar ben S33agen, 

©a§ wie einer, ber fi^ jum loei^Ud^en ©prange bereitet ; 

Unb bie ^engjle rannten nac^ §aufe, begierig beö ©taöe«. 

Slbet bie 333oIfc be« ©taub« quoll unter ben mächtigen 

$ufen. 

815 gange noc^ flanb ber 3üngKng, unb fa^ ben ©taub fld^ 

ergeben, 
©1^ ben ©taub fld^ jerfheu'n ; fo jtanb er o^ne ©ebanfen, 
4 
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€ r at 0, 

SSBic bcr ttjanbcmbc Ttaxm, bcr Dor bem ©iitfen bn 

©onne 

©te ttO(^ einmat in'« tlugc, btc fd^neKücrft^iDUibcnbc, fagtc, 

S)ann int bunfcin (Scbüft^ nnb an bcr ©citc bc« greifen« 

^.. ©(^ttjeben fielet i^v Silb ; »o^in er bie Slidtc nur ttienbct, 

5 Eilet e« t)or nnb glängt unb fd^wanh in ^errtit^en garbcn: 

©0 bettjcgte t)or ^ermann bie tiebüt^e Silbung beö 9Wäb* 

(^en§ 
©anft fi^ öorbei, nnb ft^ien bem $fab in'« ©etreibc ju 

folgen. 
Slber er fn^r an« bem flaunenben Iraum anf, »enbetc 

langfam 
ytai) bem S)orfe ftd^ gn, nnb flannte njiebcr ; benn »icber 
10 gam i^m bie ^o^ ®ejlalt be« ^errüd^en 9Räb(^en« cnt* 
gegen, 
fjep betrod^tef er fte ; e« ttjor fein ©(^einbilb, pe mar e« 
©eiber. !J)en größeren ^rug unb einen Heinem am $enfd 
Iragenb in jeglid^er ^anb, fo fc^ritt pe gefd^öftig jum 
aSrunnen. 
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Unb er ging t^r freubig entgegen. (E^ gab t^m i^ 

änbUd 
1» SUJutl^ unb Äraft ; er fprad^ ju feiner SSertounbcrten atfo : 
ginb' id^ bid^, wadere« ÜWäbti^en, fo balb auf« neue bc* 

fifäftigt, 
^Mfrei^ anbem gu fein unb gern ju erquidfen bic 

aWenfd^en? 
©ag', ttjarum lommji bu aDein gum Ouett, ber bod^ fo 

entfernt liegt, 
Da fid^ anbere bod^ mit bcm SBaffer beö Dorfes be« 

gnügen? 
•o ^eißd^ ifl bieg t)on befonberer Äraft unb fteblii^ gu foflen. 
3ener Äranlen bring jl bu eö ttjo^l, bie bu treutid^ gerettet? 

greunblit^ begrüßte fogleid^ baö gute SKäbd^en ben 
Düngung, 
@pra(^ : ©o ifl fi^on ^ier ber S33eg mir gum Srunnen be« 

lohnet, 
3)a id^ finbe ben ®uten, ber un« fo t)ieteö gereid^t ^at ; 
•« SDenn ber Slnblid be« @eber« ift, wie bie ®aben, erfreuti(!^. 
Äommt unb fe^et bod^ felber, »er @urc 5IKilbe genoffen, 
Unb empfanget ben ruhigen 3)anl öon aöen (Srquidten. 
3)a§ 3^r aber foglcit^ öemel^met, toarum ic^ gelommen, 
^ier gu fc^öpfen, ttjo rein unb unabJäfflg ber OneD fließt, 
30 ©ag' id^ 6ud^ bieg : e« ^aben bie unt)örfi(^tigcn 5Dienfdöen 
alle« SBaffer getrübt im ÜDorfe, mit ^ferben unb Oc^fen 
©Uxif bur^toatenb ben OueH, ber SEBaffer bringt ben S3e« 

mol^nem. 
Unb fo §aben fle aud^ mit äBafd^en unb Steinigen aKe 
2:D3ge be« 3)orf(« bef(^mu4t unb alle Brunnen befubelt; 
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35 3)cntt ein {cgtid^cr bcnft nur, flc^ felbjl unb baö nfid^fle 

93ebüvfnt§ 
©c^neff gu befrieb'gcn unb rafc^, unb ntd^t bc« JJoIgcnbcn 
bcnft er. 

Sttfo \pxaä) fie unb toax bic breiten Stufen hinunter 
Wit bcm Segletter gelangt ; unb auf ba§ SKöuerci^en festen 
93etbe ft^ nteber beö Oueüö. ®ie beugte jid^ über, gu 
f^öpfcn; 
*o Unb er fagte ben anberen Ärug, unb beugte fid^ über. 
Unb fie fa^en gefptegelt i^r 93ilb in ber 33täue beg ^immete 
©(^ttjanlen, unb nidten fic^ gu, unb grüßten ftc^ freunbüd^ 
im ®f iegel. 

Saß inici^ trinfen, fagte barauf ber ^eitere ^üngting ; 
Unb fie reid^f il^m ben Ärug. 3)ann ruhten fie beibe, t>tu 
trautic^ 
*» 9luf bie ©eföße getel^nt ; fte aber fagte gum JJ^eunbe : 
©age, h)ie flnb' ic^ bic^ l^ier ? unb o^ne SQäagen unb ^fcrbe 
ijeme öom Ort, too i^ erjl bid^ gefe^n? toie bip bu gc* 
fommen? 

iDenlenb fd^aute §ennann gur ®rbe, bann l^ob er bie 
Slidfe 
9tuf|ig gegen fie auf, unb faf| i^r freunbtid^ in'« 3luge, 
50 gü^tte fic^ ftiH unb getrofl. 3ebo^ il}r öon ßiebc gu 
f))rec^en, 
Säf ifim unmögtid^ getüefen ; i^r 3luge btidfte nidftt Siebe^ 
aber ^etlen ^^erftanb, unb gebot, öerjlänbig gu reben, 
Unb er faßte fi(^ fd^neß, unb fagte trautid^ gum SKäbd^eu; 
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vn. ©orot^ca. 71 

8a§ tnid^ rcbcn, mein ^inb, unb bcinc fragen crtoicbcm. 
55 S)ctncttt)cgcn tarn id^ ^tcr^er! toa^ foß iä)*§ öevbergcn? 
ÜDerni ic^ lebe begtüdt mit beiben üebcnben (Sttern, 
©cncn Ol treuüd^ baö^auöunb bic ®üter ^clfc öerttjaltcn. 
Ate ber etnjigc ©o^n, unb nnfre ©efd^äftc finb öietfa^, 
Sitte gelber beforg' id); ber SSatcr haltet im $aufe 
•* Sfcißig; bie t^ätige SKuttcr belebt im ©anjen bic 

SBirt^fc^aft. 
Slber bu ^afl getüiß anc^ erfahren, tt)ie fcfir haß ©ejtnbe 
Salb burc^ geid^tfmn unb balb bur^ Untreu' ))Iaget ble 

^au^frau, 
ömmcr fie nöt^igt gu tocc^fetn unb geiler um ^tijltx gu 

taufd^cn. 
gange wünfd^te bie 5IRuttcr ba^er ftc^ ein SKäbc^en im 

^aufe, 
«» S)aö mit ber §anb nid^t attein, haß anij mit bcm ^crgen 

i^r ^ütfe 
. Sin ber Sod^ter ©tatt, ber teiber frü^e öertomcn, 
9?un, afe i^ ^eute am SSSagen bi^ fal^ in froher ©ettjanbt* 

^cit, 
©a^ bie ©tärle beö Slrmö unb bic Doffe Ocfunb^eit bct 

©lieber, 
Site id^ bie SBorte Dema^m, bie öcrfiänbigen/ toar id^ bc* 

troffen, 
vo Unb ic^ eilte nad^ ^aufc, ben Sltcm unb JJreunben bic 

JJrembe 
SRül^mcnb nad^ i^rem Serbienfl. 9?un !omm' ic^ bir aber 

gu fagen, 
S35a« fic wtinfd^en njic i^. — SSergei^' mir bie jtottcmbe 

SRcbe. 
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©d^cuct (Suc^ nic^t, fo fagtc pc brauf, baö wcitrc ju 
fprcd)cn; 
Sl^r bcicibigt mic^ ntd^t, t(^ liah* cö bqnfbor emt)funbcri, 
''» ©ogt e^ nur g'rab ^crauö; mic^ !ann ba^ aSBortn^t er» 
fd^rcdcn: 
!Dmgcn mottet Sl^r mic^ ofe aWogb für Satcr unb SKutter; 
3n öcrfe^cn baö $au§, bog ttjo^lcr^oltcn Sud^ baflc^t; 
Unb 3^r glaubet an mir ein tüd^tigcg 3Käb(^en ju finbcn» 
3u bcr Slrbeit gefd^tcft unb nic^t üon ro^em ©emüt^e. 
80 gucr Slntrag »ar !urj; fo foß bie Slnttoort aixä) !urj fein* 
Qa, iä) gc^e mit Suc^ unb folge bcm 9tufe beg ©d^idffate. 
SKeine ^flid^t ifl erfüllt, ic^ ^abe bie aBöd^ncrin lieber 
3u ben 3^rcn gebrod^t, fie freuen fic^ aße bcr ^Rettung; 
©c^on finb bie meiflen bcifammcn, bie übrigen werben fi^ 
finbem 
M Sße beulen getoiß in !urgcn S^agen jur ^eimat 

SBieberjufe^ren; fo pflegt fi^ ftet« ber SSertriebnc fix 

fc^mcic^etn. 
Stber id^ töufd^e mid^ nid^t mit leichter Hoffnung in btefen 
traurigen Sagen, bie unö noc^ traurige Sage üerfprec^en; 
S)enn getöf t fmb bie Sanbe ber SSelt; totx hiüpfet fie 
ttjieber, 
•0 5lte aßein nur bie 9?ot^, bie ^öc^fle, bie un8 betoorfle^t! 
^ann ic^ im $aufe beö hjürbigen 5IRanng mi^ bienenb 

ernähren 
Unter ben 3(ugen bcr trefftid^cn grau, fo t^u* ic^ eg gerne; 
S)enn ein »anbembeö 2Käbc^cn ifl immer t)on f ^ttjanfcnbem 

5Rufc. 
3a, ic^ ge^e mit ßud^, fobatb id^ bie Ärüge ben greunben 
«5 aSSiebergebra^t unb no^ mir ben ©egen bcr Outen erbeten. 
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Stommt, 3l^r muffet fic fc^cn unb mid6 Don i^ncn 
cmffangctt 

grööüd^ l^örtc bcr 3ünglmg bc3 toittigcn 5IRäbc[)cnö 

entfd^fieguug, 
3toctfclnbr ob er i^r nun bic SOSa^r^cit fotttc gefielen. 
Slbcr e« fehlen i^m bo^ SSeflc gu fein, in bem aBofin flc jii 

laffen, 
»00 3n fein ^au3 fle ju führen, gu hjevben um Siebe nur 

bort erjl. 
Sl^! unb ben gotbenen SRing erbüdt' er am ^va^tx bc5 

5IRäbc^en«; 
Unb fo ließ er fie fjjrec^en, unb ^ord^te fleißig ben SBortcn. 

ia%t Vin9, ful^r pe nun fort, jurüdfe fe^ren! ©ie 
SWäbd^en 
SBerben immer getabelt, bie tonge beim Srunnen öer« 
toeiten; 
105 Unb bod^ ijt eö am rinnenben Clueff fo liebtid^ ju fd^tt)ä(jen. 

/ 

SÖfo jtanben pe auf unb fd^auten beibe noc^ einmal 
On ben Smnnen jurücf, unb ftige^ Sertangen ergriff fle, 
©c^njeigenb na^m fie barauf bie beiben Ärüge beim §en!et, 
©tieg bie Stufen ^inan, unb §ermann folgte ber Sieben* 
110 ©neu ^rug öertangf er öon i^r, bie Sürbe ju t^eitcn. 
Sagt il^n ! f^jrac^ fie; e« trägt ftd^ beffer bie gleichere Sajl fo. 
Unb ber ^err, ber ftinftig befief|(t, er foß mir nic^t bienen. 
©e^t mic^ fo emjt nic^t an, afö to'dxt mein ©c^idfal bc« 

benflid^ ! 
3)ienen lerne bei ä^iten baö SBeib nac^ i^rer Scjlimmung; 
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11» !J)cuu buvd) Dienen allein gelangt fte enblic^ jum ^ervf^en 
3u ber Devbicnten OcttjaÜ, bic bo^ i^r im §aufe gehöret 
S)ienet bie ©c^ttjefter bem Srubcr \>oij friü^, pc bienct bcn 

gttcrn, 
Unb i^r 2?ben ijl immer ein ewige« (Se^en unb kommen, 
Dber ein ^eben unb Sragen, SScreiten unb ©d^affen 

für anbre. 
lao SQäo^I i^r, wenn fie baran ft^ gewöhnt, ba§ fein SQSeg i^r 

gu fauer 
iBirb, unb bie ©tunben ber 9?ac^t il^r fmb toic bic ©tunbcn 

bc3 Sage«, 
S)a§ i^r niemafe bie Slrbeit gu Hein unb bie 9?abel ju fein 

bünft, 
iDag fie fic^ ganj t^ergigt, unb leben mag nur in anbem! 
ÜDenn ate äWutter fürttja^r, bcbarf fie ber Jugenben atte, 
la» SBcnn ber ©äugling bie ^ranfenbe mdt unb 9?a^rung 

begehret 
S5on ber ©c^tüad^cn, unb fo ju ©d^mergen ©orgen 

fxij Raufen, 
^toangig SDfänner öerbunben ertrügen nid^t biefe S9e« 

fc^werbe, 
Unb fie fotten c« nid^t; boc^ foßcn fie banfbar eö cinfe^n* 

Sllfo f^jrad^ fie, unb toar mit i^rem ftißen Begleiter 
180 !5)urd^ hm ©arten gefommen U9 an bie Sienne ber 

©d^eunc, 
fdo bie S33ö(^nerin lag, bie fie fro^ mit ben Softem Der* 

laffcn, 

3enen geretteten SKäbc^cn, ben fc^önen SSilbem ber Ito 

f^utb. 
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Selbe traten hinein; unb Don ber anbeten ©eite 

5trat, ein ^inb an jeglicher ^anb, ber ^iijttx guglei^ ein. 
135 S)icfe ttjaren bi^^cr ber jammernben 5IRutter öerloren; 

9l6er gefunben ^attc fie nun im ©ettjimmet ber Sitte. 

Unb fie f})ran9en mit ßufl, bie liebe SKutter gn grügen^ 

©i(^ beö Sruberö gn freu'n, beö unbefannten ©efpieten. 

Stuf S)orot^een f^jrangen fie bann unb grüßten fie freunbüc^ 
140 SSrot Derlangenb unb JObft, t)or aßem aber ju trinfen. 

Unb fie reid^te baö 3Baffer ^emm. ©o tranfen bie Äinber/ 

Unb bie aBö^nerin tranf mit ben Söc^tem, fo tranf au^ 
ber 9ti(j^ter. 

Slffc toaren gelebt, unb lobten baö ^errtid^e SBaffer; 

©äuerüc^ toar'^ unb erquidtlid^, gefunb ju trinfen ben 
aWenfd^en. 

14» SDo öcrfetjte ba« SKäbd^en mit ernften Sliden unb fagte: 
greunbe^ biefe« ifl too^t ba« (e(jte SKal, baß i^ ben 

Ärug dnä) 
fjü^re jum 3Kunbe, baß i^ bie 2ipptn mit SBaffer dnäf 

nefee; 
Slber toenn ®uci^ fortan am fieißen !Jage ber Srun! (abt^ 
SBScnn 3^r im ©d^atten ber SRu^ unb ber reinen Ouettcn 

genießet, 
löo !J)ann gcbenlet auc^ mein unb meinet frcunbü^en S)ienfle3^ 
S)en id^ au3 Siebe mc^r afe auö SSerttjanbtfd^aft geleiftet 
SEBaö 3^r mir ®ute3 cJ^jcigt, erfenn' i^ bur(^'§ fünftige 

Seben. 
Ungern laff' ic^ Suc^ gmar; boc^ jeber ift bießmal bem 

anbem 
SKe^r jiir 8afl ate gum Sroft, unb aße muffen toir cnbüd^ 

Digitized by ^^J^J W V IC 



62 ^rmann unb 2)orot^ea. 

W5 Un9 im frcmbcn ganbc jcrftrcu'n, tocrra bic Wiikfyc t>er» 

fagt ifr 
©c^t, ^icr jlc^t ber 3üngltng, bcm toir bic ©aben t>tip 

banfen, 
!5)iefe ^üttc bc5 Äinb« unb jene toittfommcne ©t)cifc. 
S)icfcr fommt unb wirbt, in feinem §auö mic^ ju fe^cn, 
!5)a6 ic^ bleue bafelbfl ben rcid^en treffd^en ©Itcrn; 
160 Unb i^ fc^tog' e^ nic^t ah; benn überall bienet hca 

aRäb^cn, 
Hub iftr toäre jur 2ajl, bcbient im $aufe gu ru^en» 
Sllfo folg' ic^ i^m gern; er fd^eint ein öerfianbiger Oüngfing. 
Unb fo »erben bie Sltem eö fein, ttjic Sieic^en gegiemet 
SDorum lebet nun toofjl, geliebte greunbin, unb freuet 
*»» Su(^ be§ (ebenbigen Säugling^, ber fd^on fo gefunb Sud^ 

anbüdt 
!5)rüdfet 3^r i^n an bte Srufl in biefen farbigen aßtäeüi, 
£), fo gebenfet be« Oüngüng«, be« guten, ber jie un^ 

reichte, 
Unb ber fünftig aud^ mic^, bie Sure, nö^ret unb Heibct 
Unb 3^r, trefflid^er SRonn, fo \pxai) fie getoenbet jum 

5Ri(^ter, 
wo ^abt 3)anf, ha^ 3^r SJater mir toar't in mancherlei gaffen. 

Unb fle fetiete barauf gur guten SBöd^nerin nieber, 
Ätißte bie ttjeinenbe g^au, unb üerna^m be« ©egen« @e* 
•^ liöpel. 

Stber b'u fagtejl inbeg, el^rttjürbiger JRic^ter, gu ^ermann: 
Siflig feib 3f|r, o JJreunb, guben guten SBirt^engu gä^len, 
17» !Die mit tiid^ttgen 9Menfc^en ben §aug^alt gu führen be* 

bad^t fmb, 
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ÜDetm tc^ f)aU luol^I oft gcfcH ^^^6 ^^^ 8linbcr unb 

^fcrbc 
©0 njie ©c^afc genau bei S^aufd^ unb Raubet betrad^tct; 
Stbcr bcn 2Kcnf(^cn, bcr aße« cvftält, tocnn er i^xdjti^ unb 

gut ijl, 
Unb ber attcö gcrfhcut unb gcrjtört burd^ fatfc^cö Sc* 

ginnen, 
lao ©iefen nimmt man nur fo auf ©tüd unb 3"f^^^ ^'^ 

$au« ein, 
Unb bereuet gu f<)dt ein übereiltet (gntfd^ficßen. 
Slber eö fc^eint, 3^r öerfie^t'«; bcnn 3ör ^abt ein 3Käbd^en 

ertüä^tet, 
ßud^ ju bleuen im §au3 unb Suren Eltern, baö brat) ijt 
galtet fte too^I! 3^r »erbet, fo taug fie ber SBirt^fc^aft 

[xdj annimmt, 
185 5Rid^t bie ©c^ttjefter öermiffen, noc^ (gurc Sttcrn bicSio^ter. 

SJiele famen inbcg, ber Söd^ncrin nafie SScrttjanbtc, 
SKanc^eö bringcnb unb i^r bie beffere SBo^nung Der* 

fünbenb* 
Sitte Dema^men bc3 SKäbd^enö gntfi^Iuß, imb fegnctcn 

^ermann 
JDiit bebeutenben Slicfcn unb mit bcfonbem ©ebanlcn. 
190 3)enn fo fagte too^l eine gur anbcrn pc^tig an^§ Ofjt ^in: 
iBenn au^ htm $crm ein Sröutigam tt)irb, fo ifl fie gc* 

borgen* 
^ermann fagte barauf fie bei ber ©anb an unb fagte: 
£a§ m9 ge^en; cö neigt fi^ ber Sag, unb fem ifl ha9 

©täbtc^en. 
Scb^aft gef))räd^ig umarmten barauf S)orot]^een bie SBciber 
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iw ^ermann jog jic l^intDcg; nod& öiete ®rü§c befahl flc 
aber ha fielen bic Äinbcr mit ©d^rci'n unb entfefeli^cm 

SÖäcinen 
3br in bie Äleibcr, unb njottten bie jtocite 5ühtttcr nid^l 

laffcn. 
Stber ciji' unb bie anbrc ber SBeiber fagte gebietenb: 
©tifle, Äinbcr! fie gel^t in bic ©tabt unb bringt Sud^ 

bc^ guten 
aoo ^wÄcrbrote« genug, ba^ (Sud^ ber SSruber bejletttc, 
811« ber ©tord^ i^n jüngfl beim Sndtxhäitx öorbeitrug^ 
Unb 3§r fe^et fie batb mit ben fc^ön öergolbetcn beuten* 
Unb fo ließen bie Äinber fie Io3, unb ^ermann entriß fie 
92oc^ ben Umarmungen !aum unb ben fernewmfenben 

Slüd^enu 
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Söfo gingen bic ^toti entgegen ber ftnfenben ©onnc, 
3)ic in SBolfen fid^ tief, gemitterbro^enb, toer^üfltc, 
äu« bem ©(^eier bolb ftier balb bort mit glü^enben 

Süden 
©tra^tenb über ba^ ^tlh bie al^nnngööotte Selenc^tung, 
» SWöge ba^ bro^enbe aBettcr, fo fagte ^ennann, nid^t etwa 
©d^togen nn« bringen nnb heftigen ®u6; benn \äjön iji 

bie (Smte. 
tlnb fie frenten ftd^ beibe be« ^o^en njonfenben Äomeö, 
a>a« bie 2)urd^f(i^reitenben faft bie ^o^cn ®ejla(ten/ 

erreichte. 

Unb e^ fagte baranf ba{$ SRäb^en }um leitenben 
grennbe: 
10 ©uter, bem ic^ junäd^fl ein freunblic^ ©c^irffal öerbanfe, 
jBa(i^ unb gac^, wenn im freien fo manchem Sertriebnen 

ber ©türm braut! 
Saget mir iefet öor attem, unb lehret bie SItem mi^ 
lennen, 
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S)cncn lij lünftig ju bicnen öon gangci ©ecle geneigt 

bin; 
S)enn fennt icmanb ben ^crrn, fo fann er i^m leidster 

genug t^un, 
w SBcnn er bie 2)inge bebcnft, bic jenem bie toid^tigflen 

fc^eincn, 
Unb auf bie er ben ©inn, ben feflbefUmmten, gefefet ^ot 
S)omm faget mir bo(^: wie gewinn' iij Sater unb äRuttcr ? 

Unb t9 Derfejjte bagegen ber gute öerftänbige 3üng(ing: 
D, wie geb' id^ bir Stecht, bn gute«, trefflid^e« SKäbd^cn, 
•o S)a§ bu guöörberjl hiij nad^ bem ©inne ber SItem be^ 

fragejl! 
S)enn fo fhebf id^ biö^er üergebenö, bem SSater ju bicnen, 
SEßenn ic^ ber äBirtl^fc^aft mid^ al^ wie ber meinigen 

annahm, 
grü^ ben Sldter unb ff ät unb fo beforgenb ben SBeinberg. 
SKeine SWutter befriebigt'^ id^ wol^I, jie wußf e« ju 

fc^äljen; 
»» Unb fo wirfl bu i^r aud^ baö treffßd^jte SKäbc^en er^ 

fc^cinen, 
iBenn bu baö $auö beforgjt, aU wenn bu baö beine be* 

bäd^tejt. 
Slber bem SSatcr nid^t fo; benn biefer liebet ben ©dftcin 

aud^. 
®utc« SKäbd^en, ^Ite mi^ nid^t für !alt unb gefü^tto«, 
a33enn ic^ ben Sater bir fogtcic^, ber ^i^cmben, enthülle. 
80 3a, ic^ fd^wör* e«, bag erjlc SWal ift'«, baß frei mir ei». 

fold^e^ 
©ort bie S^W verläßt, bie ni^t ju f^wäjjen gewohnt iji; 
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?lber bu lodEjl mir l^cröor auö bcr Srufl ein jcbc^ SJcr« 

trauen. 
Einige ^i^i^^c Verlangt ber gute SSatcr im Seben, 
SBünf^et äußere 3^^^^^ ^^^ Si^^c f^ ^^^ ^^^ SSerefirung, 
85 Unb er toürbe öieUeicftt öom fd^tcc^teren S)icner befriebigt^ 
Der bieß toü^it gu nullen, unb toürbe bem befferen gram 

fein. 

JJrcubig fagte pe brauf, jugleid^ bie fd^neffcren (Schritte 
IDurc^ ben bunletnben $fab öerbo})})eInb mit leidster 93c« 

toegung: 
®eibe gufammen l^off idft fürttjo^r gufricben gu jleKen; 
*o !5)enn ber SMutter ®inn ifl toic mein eigene« SSSefen, 
Unb ber äugeren ^i^^^be bin ii) t)on 3ugenb nic^t frembc. 
Unfere 9?ad^bam, bie granfen, in i^ren früheren Reiten 
Rieften auf ^öflic^Ieit öiet; fic toax bem Sbetn unb 33ürgei 
SBie ben 33auem gemein, unb icber emj)fa^t fie ben 

©einen. 
*ö Unb fo brad^ten bei un3 auf beutfd^er ©eite genjöfinlic^ 
2lu(^ bie Äinber be« 5!Korgen3 mit ^änbefüffen unb 

^ni^c^en 
©egenöwünf^e ben Sttern, unb Rieften fittli^ ben Sag 

au3. 
Sine«, toa« i^ gelernt unb toa« xäj toon jimg auf gc* 

iDol^nt bin, 
aOSa« tJOtt $ergen mir ge^t — i^ toiü e« htm ?ltten er* 

geigen. 
»o giber toer fagt mir nunmehr, toie fott i^ bir fetter be« 

gegnen, 
S)ir, bem eingigen ©o^ne, unb fünftig meinem Oebietcr? 
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Stifo ^pxaij fle, unb eben gelangten fte unter ben Sim» 

bäum, 
^errttd^ ßtöngtc ber SKonb, ber t)otte, tjom ^ünmcl 

herunter; 
^aijt tüax% tjöttig bebccft baö (e^te ©c^immeni bet 

Sonne. 
5» Unb fo tagen t)or i^nen in SKaffen gegen einanber 
Siebter, ^eß toie ber S:ag, unb ©chatten bunWer 9?äd^te, 
Unb e^ ^örte bie JJrage, bie freunblid^e, gern in bcra 

©d^atten 
^ermann be^ ^errlid^en Saum«, am Orte, ber i^m fc 

lieb hjar, 
S)er noc^ ^eute bie 2:^ränen um feine SSertriebne gefe^en* 
•0 Unb inbem fie ftd^ nieber ein toenig gu ru^en gefefeet, 
©ogte ber liebenbe Süngling, bie ^anb bed Ttühäjtnß er^ 

greif enb: 
2a% bein ^erj bir eö fagen, unb folg' i^m frei nur in 

allem. 
Stber er njagte lein tocitere« SBort, fo fel^ auä) bie ©tunbc 
Oünftig hjar; er fürd^tete, nur ein 9icin gu ereilen. 
•5 *äii, unb er füllte ben 9ting am Ringer, baö f(i^merglid^c 

3eid^en. 
Sllfo fagen fle flitt unb fd^ttjeigenb neben einanber. 

Slber ha9 SWäbc^en begann unb fagte: SBie flnb' xäj beö 

9Wonbe« 
^errlid^en ©d^cin fo füg! er ifl ber ^lar^eit beö S^ag3 

glei^. 
©ey *d^ bod^ bort in ber ©tabt bie ^äufcr beuttic^ unb 

^öfe, 
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to Wx htm ®icbel cht ^cnjicr; mi^ bändet, iä) gäl^Ie bie 
©d^eibctt. 

äßaö bu jtc^jl, öcrfefetc barauf ber gcl^attcne Sünglmg, 
Da« ijl unfcrc SSo^nung, in bic id) nicbcr bid^ fü^rc, 
Unb bieg genfter bort ijl meine« ä^^^wier« im iSDad^c, 
3)a« rcKcic^t ba« bcinc nun tt)irb; toir Deränbem im 

^aufe. 
w 2)icfc getber ftnb unfer, ftc reifen gur morgcnben (gmtc 
$ier im @d^atten moUen toir rul^n unb be« Slta^Ie^ 

genießen. 
Slber log un3 nunmehr ^inab burd^ SBeinberg unb ©arten 
©teigen; benn fie^, e« rücft baö fi^were ©ewitter ^er* 

über, 
Setterleuditenb, unb balb toerfd^üngenb ben ücbüdften 

SSoßmonb. 

«o Unb fo flonben jie auf unb toanbelten nieber, ba« 

gelb ^in, 
©urc^ ba« mächtige ^om, ber näd^tlid^en ^tar^eit fic^ 

freuenb; 
Unb fie njaren gum SÖScinberg getaugt unb traten in'^ 

©imfet. 
Unb fo teitef er fie bie öicten platten hinunter, 
S)ie, unbehauen gelegt, afe ©tufen hkntm im Saubgang. 
8« Sangfam fc^ritt fie ^inab, auf feinen ©c^uttern bie ^änbe; 
Unb mit fc^ttjanlenben gid^tern burd^'3 8aub überblidfte 

ber aWonb fie, 
Sy er t)Ott SBettcrtootfen umfüllt, im bunfetn ba^ $aat 

ließ. 
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©otfllid^ fhUjtc ber ©tarfc ba« SKäbd^n, ba^ üBcr t^n 

^erging; 
Slbcr ftc, unfunbig bc3 ©tctg§ unb bcr roheren ©tufcn, 
tfc^ftc trctcnb, eö fnadte ber JJu§, fic bro^tc ju faDcn. 
SUig fhrcrftc gctoanbt bcr fmnigc Süngluig ben arm avi9, 
$iclt zxtOßox bie ©cücbte; fic fan! i§m fei«' ouf bic ©c^ultcr, 
Srufl toar gefcnft an Srujl unb SBong' an SSSongc* ©o 

flanb er, 
©tarr toie ein 5IKarmorbilb, t>om ernften SSäittcn gebänbigt, 
Drücftc ni(i^t fefler fte an, er fiemmte fiä) gegen bie 

<Zä)totxt, ' 
Unb fo fü^If er bie ^crrlid^e 8ajt, bie aBärmc beö $erjen« 
Unb benSBatfant be«2lt^em«, an feinen Si))))en t^er^and^el^ 
Sirug mit 3){anne«gefü^I bie ^elbengröge be« Seibe«. 

^oi^ jlc öer^cl^tte ben ©^mcrj, unb fogte bie fd^erjenben 

iSJorte: 
S)a« bcbentet SSerbruß, fo fagen bebenlfit^e geute, 
SBcnn beim Eintritt in'« ^au«, nit^t fem t)on berS^toeHe, 

bcr gu§ fnactt. 
^ätf xä) mir boc^ fürtoa^r ein beffere« Qtii\tn getoünfd^etl 
Sag mic^ ein n^enig \>txtotxUn, bamit bi^ bie Sltem ni(i^t 

tabeln 
SSSegen ber ^infenben 3Ragb, unb ein fc^fec^ter SBirt^ b« 

crfc^cincjt. 
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IX. 

Urania. 

SDhtfctt, bicQl^rfo gern btc f)txfixijt Siebe begünfligt, 
Sluf bem 3Bege bisher ben treff(td)en 3üngfing geleitet/ 
Wh bie Srufl i^tn bad Wdhiftn noij t)or ber Verlobung 

gebdldt ^abt, 
^ctfet anij ferner ben S3nnb be3 licbltd^en ^aareö öott* 

cnben. 
6 S^eitet bie äBoIfen fogleid^, bic über il^r Otüd fld^ herauf* 

gie^n! 
aber faget t)or aUent, Wa« iefet im ^anfe gefd^ie^ct. 

Ungebntbig betrat bie 5Dtutter gnm brittenmat lüieber 
©d^ott ba3 3^^^^^ ^^^ SKänner, ba3 forgli^ erfl fte Der* 

laffen, 
©pred^enb Dom naiven Oetoitter, t)om fd^netten SSerbunfeln 
be« SDtonbe«; 
10 !Dann Dom Slußenbteiben bc3 ©ol^n« unb ber Städ^te ®e* 
fal^ren; 
Sobelte lebhaft bie grennbe, baß^ o^ne ba« SKäbd^en 
gu fpre^en, 
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C^ttc gu tocrbctt für i^n, pc fo batb fid^ Dom aünglmfl 
gctrcnnct 

Tlaä)t nid^t fd^timmer ba3 Ucbcl, öerfcfef umnut^ig bcr 
SJatcr; 
!Dcnn bu jtc^fl, toir ^arrcn [a fclbfl unb toartcn bc3 Sto* 
gang«. 

w aber gctaffcn begann ber Stad^bar fifeenb ju fpred^en: 
3mmer uevbanf iij e« bod^ in fold^ unrul^iger ©tunbe 
5D?etneni feligen SSater, ber mir aU Änaben bie SBurjel 
ätter Ungebutb ausriß, ba§ aud^ lein fjäöc^en gnrüdfbliefi, 
Unb i^ erwarten lernte fogteid^, ujic leiner ber SOSeifen, 

•0 ©agt, terfetjte ber Pfarrer, njetd^ ÄunflfHldt brandete 

ber ätte? 
!Ba3 erjä^r id^ Sud^ gern, benn jeber tann eö fid^ merictt/ 
©agte ber 9?ad^bar barauf. Stte Änabe flanb id^ am 

©onntag 
Ungebntbig einmal, bie Äutfd^e begierig ertoartenb, 
SDie un« foötc l^inau« jum SSrunnen fül^ren ber Sinben, 
«5 ©od^ fie tam ni^t; i^ lief tt)ic ein SBSiefet ba^in unb 

bort^in, 
S^reppen hinauf unb l^inab, unb ton bem ^enfler jut 

I^üre. 
SKeine ^änbe pridtelten mir; id^ Irafete bie S^if^e, 
S^rappeÜe flampfenb ^erum, unb nal^e toar mir hai 

©einen. 
STttc« fal^ ber getaffcne 5IKann; bo^ aö id^ e« enbti^ 
80 ®ar ju t^örid^t betrieb, ergriff er midft ru^ig beim ?[rmer 
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grü^c jum ^cnflcr mxäi ^in, unb fprad^ btc bcbcttlKd^eii 

aOJortc: 
©ic^fl bu ht§ Xi\ijkx^ ha brübcn für ^eutc gcfd^Ioffcnc 

SBcrtflatt? 
iKorgcn eröffnet er fie; ba rühret fl^ §obct unb ©äge, 
Unb fo gc^t eö t)on frü^c bi« Slbcnb bic fleißigen ©tunben. 
85 316er bebenfc bir bieß: ber 9Korgen ttjirb fünftig erf feinen, 
3)a ber 9Keiflcr fi^ regt mit aUm feinen ©efeöcn, 
Dir bcn ©arg gu bereiten unb fd^nett unb gefd^itft gu 

öottenben ; 
Unb fte tragen ba3 brcttcrne §au3 gcf^äftig herüber, 
ÜDa^ ben ©ebulb'gen gulefet unb ben Ungebutbigcn auf- 
nimmt, 
*o Unb gar batb ein brütfenbe« 3)ad^ gu tragen befUmmt ijt 
ätte« fa^ iij fogleid^ im ©eifle roirffid^ gef^c^en, 
®a^ bie Sretter gefügt unb bie f^ttjarge ^Jarbe bereitet, 
©aß gcbutbig nunmehr unb ^arrete ru^ig ber Äutf^c. 
Stennen anbere xmn in gtoeifet^after Srttjartung 
« Ungcberbig l^erum, ba muß lij bcö ©arge^ gebenlen. 

göd^elttb fagte ber Pfarrer: !De3 2obe« rül^renbe« Sitb 

m 

Ütid^t afö ©^reden bem äBeifen, unb nid^t al§ (Snbe bem 

frommen. 
Oenen brängt eö in'3 Scbcn gurüd, unb teeret i^n ^anbetn, 
S)iefem flärlt e« gu ftinftigem $cil im Jrübfat bie §off* 

nung; 
»0 Selben toirb gum Scben ber S^ob. ÜDer SJater mit Unred^t 
^t bem empfinblic^en Knaben ben Zoh im j^obe gc^ 

toiefen. 
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^rige man bod^ htm Oüngtmg bc3 cbct rctfcnbcn Äftcr^ 
SBcrt^, uttb bcm Slltcr bic 3ugcnb; haj^ bcibc bc« ctotgcn 

©i^ erfreuen unb fo jld^ geben im geben öottenbe ! 

55 aber bie 2:^ür ging auf. ©^ jeigte baö ^enfic^ 

^aar ftc^, 
Unb eö erflaunten bie ?freunbe, bic tiebenben gtteni 

erflaunten 
Ueber bie Sitbung ber Sraut, bc^ Sräutigam« Sitbung 

öcrgtci^bar; 
Sa, eö fd^ien bie S^^ttre gu Hein, bie ^ol^cn ©eflatten 
Singutaffen, bic nun jufammen betraten bie ©d^toette, 

•o ^ennann flellte ben Sttem fle öor mit fßegcnbcn 

aßortcn. 
^ier ifl, fagf er, ein 9D?äbd^cn, fo toie 3^r im §aufc flc 

ttjünfd^et. 
Sieber 3?ater, em|)fangct fie gut; flc Derbient c^. Unb, 

liebe 
SlKutter, befragt fie fogleid^ nad^ bem gangen Umfang ber 

SBirt^fc^aft, 
2)a§ 3^r fe^t, toie fcl^r fte terbient, gud^ nä^er gu 

tücrben* 

65 gilig fü^rf er barauf ben trefftid^en Pfarrer bei ©eite, 
©agte: S33ürbiger §crr, nun ^etft mir au« biefer S3c* 

•forgnig 
©d^nett, unb töfet ben Änoten, ttor beffen Snttoidtfung i^ 
f^aubre. 
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JBftttt xäi ^abc baö SDtäbd^cn ate meine Staut nid^t ge* 

ttjorben, 
©onbem jte glaubt, ate 2D?agb in ba3 $au3 ju ge^n, unb 

id^ füv^te, 
»o ©ag untüittig jlc fßel^t, fobalb ttjir gebenfen ber 

^eirat^. 
aber entf d^iebcn fei eö f ogtcid^ ! 9?id^t länger im 3rrt^um 
©ott jlc bleiben, wie id) nic^t länger bcn 3^cifet 

ertrage. 
Silet unb jeiget aud^ ^ier bie 3Beiö^eit, bie Ujir tterel^ren! 
Unb eö toenbete [xij ber ©eiftü^e gteid^ jur ©efettf^aft 

w Slber teiber getrübt toar bnrd^ bie Siebe be« 3?ater^ 
©d^ott bie Seele be^ 5IKäbd^cn«; er ^atte bie munteren 

SBorte 
5IKit be^agtid^er 3lrt im guten ©inne gefprod^en: 
3a, baö gefällt mir, mein Äinb ! 2Bit ^reuben erfahr' id^, 

ber ©o^n ^at 
Äucö toie berSater (Sefdbmadf, ber feiner ^di eö gettjiefen, 
so 3mmer bie ©d^önjlc gum S^anje geführt, unb enbti^ bie 

©(^önfle 
3n fein ^au« ate grau fid^ geholt; baö 5IKütterd^en 

toax e^. 
Denn an ber Sraut, bie ber 9D?ann fid^ erttjäp, läßt 

gteid^ flc^ erlennen, 
aßeld^e^ Oeifleö er ift, unb ob er fld^ eigenen S3Sert^ fü^tt 
aber 3^r brandetet toofjl anä) nur ttjenig 3^^* jwt ®nt* 

fd^tießung? 
•» !Denn mi^ bünlet fürtoa^r, i^m ifl fo fd^wer nid^t jii 

folgen. 
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^ermann l^örtc bic SBortc nur pd^tg; t^ BeUen ble 
©lieber 
3nnen, unb pille toar ber ganjc Ärci^ nun auf einmal 

aber baö trcffüd^c SWäbd^en, Don fold^eu fpöttifd^cn 

aSSortcn, 
SBie fie i^r fd^iencn, t)erle(jt unb tief in ber ©eele gc* 

troffen, 
•0 ©taub, mit fRegenber 9löt^e bie SBange bi« gegen bcn 

5Ra(fen 
Uebergoffen; bod^ ^ielt fie fld^ an unb na^m ftd^ ju* 

fammen, 
©prad^ gu bem 2ttten barauf, nid^t ööttig bie ©d^mergcn 

terbergenb: 
S^rann! ju fotd^em Smpfang ^at mid^ ber ©o^n ntd^t 

bereitet, 
Der mir beö SSater« ärt gcfd^itbert, be« trefflichen 

Sürgcr«; 
•9 Unb id^ ttjeiß^ id^ fle^e x>ox Sud^, bem gebitbetcn 5IRattnc, 
!J)er fid^ ftug mit jebem beträgt, unb gemä§ ben ^erfonen* 
Slber fo fd^eint e5, 3^r fü^tt ni^t SDlitteib genug mit ber 

Srmen, 
!Die nun bie ©d^tüettc betritt unb bie Sud^ ju btencn 

bereit ijl; 
Denn fonfl würbet 3^r nid^t mit bitterem ©))otte mir 

geigen, 
100 SBie entfernt mein (Sefd^idE Don Surem ©o^n unb ))on 

6ud^ fei; 
gfreittd^ tref id^ nur arm mit flemem fflünbd W§ 

$aud ein, 
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2)a3, mit aUcm Dcrfc^tt, btc froren Scttjo^ner gctoig 

mad^t; 
Sttcr id^ Icnne mid^ too^I, unb fü^Ic ba« ganjc Scr* 

^ältnig. 
3fl c3 cbcl, mxii glcid^ mit fold^cm ©pottc ju treffen, 
i05 S)er auf ber (S^tueQe beinal^ mid^ fd^on an» bem $aufe 

jurüdf treibt? 

Song betoegtc fid^ ^ermann, mib tüinitc bem gciflßc^cn 

fjremibe, 
2)a6 er in'ö 9D?ittcI fid^ fd^tüge, fogleid^ gu Derfd^eud^cn 

ben 3rrt^um. 
Sitig trat ber Stuge ^eran, unb fd^aute bed SRäbd^en^ 
©tittctt SJcrbrug unb gc^attencn ©d^mcrj unb 2:^ränen im 

äütge. 
HO ©a befallt i^m fein ®cifl, nit^t gtcid^ bie SJcrtoirrung 

ju löfen, 
©ottbem öielme^r ba^ beujegte ©emüt^ gu ))rüfctt be« 

aWäb^en«. 

Unb er fagte barauf gu i^r mit tcrfud^cnbcn SBorten: 
©fd^er, bu überlegtcji nid^t ttjo^t, o SKäbd^cn bc3 5lu«^ 

lanb«, 
SBenn hn bei fjremben gu bienen bid^ attgu eitig ent* 

fc^Ioffefl, 
U9 SBad e^ ^eige, ba^ $aud bed gebietenben ^erm gu 

betreten; 
ÜDemt ber ^anbfd^Iag beftimmt ba^ gange ©d^idEfal ht§ 

3a^rc«, 
Unb gar t>itU§ gu bulben Derbinbet ein eingiged datoort 
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@mb boc^ ntc^t bad ©d^erfle be9 IDtmfid bte ec^ 

mübenben 2Bege, 
SRUji bcr bittere ©d^toeiß ber ewig brdngcnben Slrbeit; 
MO !X)enn mit bem ^ed^te guglei^ bemüht fic^ ber tl^ättge 

greie: 
^er }u bulben bie Saune bed $emt, mnn er ungered^t 

tabelt, 
Ober biefe« unb ieneö bcgel^rt, mit fid^ fetbcr in 

3tt)iefpatt, 
Unb bie ^eftigteit no(^ ber grauen, bie leidet ftd^ ec» 

gümct, 
SKit ber Äiuber ro^cr unb übermüt^iger Unart: 
W5 !Da3 ijl f^wer gu ertragen, unb bod^ bie ^fßd^t ju 

erfüllen 
Ungcfäumt unb rafd^, unb fetbjl nid^t mürrifd^ ju jlodEen. 
S)od^ bu fd^einfl mir baju nid^t gef^idft, ba bie ®^erjc be« 

»atcr« 
@d^on bid^ treffen fo tief, unb bod^ nidftt^ getnö^nli^et 

t)orfommt, 
2tte ein 9)täbd^en ju <)tagcn, baß too^I i^r ein Oilngfing 

gefatte. 

130 §((fo fprad^ er. @^ füllte bie treffenbe Siebe ia9 

3Räb^cn, 
Unb fie ^iett jtd^ nid^t mcl^r; e§ jeigtcn ftd^ i^re ©efü^Ie 
SDtäd^tig, c« ^ob ftc^ bie Srufl, auö bcr ein ®euf jer ^ertjow 

brang. 
Unb fie fagte fogteid^ mit ^ciß öergoffenen J^ränen: 
£), nie ttJeiß bcr tciflänbigc 9Kann, ber im ©d^merj und 

JU ratzen 
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135 3)cttft^ toic toctttg fein SBort, ba« falte, bic Srufl gu 6c» 

freien 
de t)on bent Setben Demtag, baS ein l^ol^ed ©d^icffal und 

auflegt 
3^r feib gtüifid^ unb fro^, tüie fottt' ein S^erj Sud^ Der* 

tDunben! 
©o(^ ber Äranfenbe fü^It anij fd^merjfid^ bie leife S3r* 

rül^rung. 
Stein, e3 §ütfe mir ni^t«, ttjcnn fetbjl mir Serflellung 

gelänge. 
tM 3cige fxij gteid^, toa9 fpäter nur tiefere ©d^mergen Der* 

meierte, 
Unb mid^ brängte öietleid^t in ftittöerge^renbed Slcnb. 
Saßt mi^ tüieber ^intoeg! 3^ barf im $aufe nid^t 

bleiben ; 
3d^ Witt fort, unb ge^c, bie armen SUfeinen ju fud^en, 
!Die id^ im Unglüdt öerließ, für mid^ nur bad Sefferc 

UJä^tenb. 
1*5 !Dieg ijl mein fefler (gntfc^luß; unb id^ barf Sud^ barum 

nun befennen, 
SBaö im $ergen ftd^ fonfl tüo^t 3a^re ^ätte öer^» 

borgen, 
da, bed 3$ater9 <Spott ^at tief mid^ getroffen; nid^t, 

weil id^ 
@tot| unb em))f{nblid^ bin, wie ed wo^l ber 3Ragb nic^t 

gejiemet, 
©onbem weit mir fürwahr im ^erjen bie Steigung p^ 

regte 
150 @cgen ben dtingling, ber l^eute mir aö ein Erretter er* 

fd^ienen. 
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2)cntt ate er crfl auf bcr ©traßc mic^ ficß, fo toar er mh 

immer 
dn (Sebanten geblieben; iij badete bed glMtd^eii 

aWäb^en«, 
S)a^ er oieHetd^t f^on al9 99raut im $erjen möd^te 

bemal^ren. 
Unb ate id^ lüieber am Smnnen i^n fonb, ba frcuf ic^ 

miij feine« 
w» 2lnbli(fö fo fe^r, afe lüär' mir ber ^immtifd^en einet 

erfdftienen. 
Unb xäi folgf i^m fo gern, ate nun er gur 5IKagb mid^ 

gettjorben. 
S)od^ mir fd^meid^ette freiü^ ha^ ^erj (i^ lotQ e« ge^ 

flehen) 
auf bem aSSege ^ie^er, ate fönnf id^ DieHeid^t i^n t)er* 

bienen, 
SBenn id^ totirbe be« ^aufc« bereinjl unentbehrliche 

©tüfee. 
MO aber, a^! nun fel^' i^ juerfl bie ©efa^ren, in bic id^ 
SKi^ begab, fo nal^ bem ©tittgeüebten gu too^nen. 
9htn erp fü^r id^, U)ie toeit ein arme« äRäbd^en cnt« 

fernt ifl 
SSon bem reid^eren 3üngting, unb loenn fte bie tüd^tigjle 

toäre. 
Sitte« ba« ^b' id^ gefagt, bamit i^r ba« §erg nid^t tcr- 

fennet, 
M5 !j)a« ein 3"f^ß beleibigt, bem i^ bie Seflnnung Der* 

banfe* 
ÜDenn ba« mufet' ic^ ertoarten, bie fUtten SBünfd^e Der» 

bergenb, 
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©ag er ftd^ Bräute gunäd^ft l)t^ ^Bvcmt^-jum ^oufc- gc* 

tlnb ttJic ^ött' lij atebann 'Öic* ^rimfi^m S^tifcrjclJ li^*"- 

tragen! 
©lücftid^ bin td^ gewarnt, unb gtüdHtd^ löft baö Oe« 

l^cimniß 
170 SSon bem Sufcn fid^ lo«, jefet, ba nod^ baö Ucbel ip 

l^etlbar. 
Hber baö fei nun gefagt Unb nun fott int $aufe miä) 

länger 
$ier nid^t« Italien, ttjo td) bcfd^ömt unb ängjHid^ nur fle^e, 
^rei bie Steigung bcfcnnenb unb jene t^öri^te Hoffnung» 
5ßi^t bie Statut, bie breit ftd^ bebetft mit fmfenben SBotfen, 
M'ö 9?id^t ber rottenbe S)onner (id^ ^ör* i^n) fott mid^ Der* 

^inbem, 
5Rid^t beö Siegend ®vl% ber brausen gcttjaltfant ^erab« 

fc^tägt, 
9?od^ ber faufenbe ©turnt. S)a« i)aV xä) atte« ertragen 
auf ber traurigen ^Jtud^t, unb nal^ am terfolgenben fjeinbe, 
Unb i^ gel^e nun lieber ^inaud, toxt xij lange gen^o^nt 

bin, 
180 gjon bem ©trübet ber ^txt ergriffen, t)on attem ju fd^eibetu 
Sebet ttJO^U i^ bleibe nic^t länger; e3 ifl nun gef d^e^en, 

Älfo \pxaij fie, fid^ rafd^ gurüdt na^ ber Jl^üre be* 
ujcgcnb, 
Unter bem arm ba§ SSünbeld^cn nod^, baö fie brad^te, be« 

njal^renb. 
aber lie SRutter ergriff mit beiben ?lrmen ba§ 9Käbd^en, 
185 Um ben 8eib pe faffenb, unb rief terttjunbert unb paunenb; 
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"1'^^% Mt9 Jfebiui^f mir btcß? unb bicfc DcrgcftUc^ii 

^^\ : :*9l«ii; xäfla^i fei^ mä)ti bu bifl mir bc« ©o^ncö SScrloBtc 

Sftcr bcr Sater flanb mit SBibcrtoiUcn bagcgcn, 
2tuf bic SBcinenbc fd^aucnb, unb fprad^ bic tcrbricfetid^cn 

SBortc: 
190 m\o ba« ijl mir julcfet für bic ^öd^pe 9?ad^ft^t gctoorbcn, 
S)a6 mir baö Unangenc^mjle gcfd^ic^t noij gum ©d^tuffc 

be« Sage«! 
!Bcnrt mir ifl unlctbtid^cr ntd^t« al§ ST^räncn bcr 3QSciber, 
Scibenfd^aftfic^ Ocfd^rci, ba^ ^cftig tcrttjorren beginnet, 
aSSaö mit ein toenig Semunft jld^ üe§e gcmä^üd^ct 

fd^fid^ten. 
195 5DJir ifl läfKg, nod^ länger bieg wunberüd^e Seginnen 
änguf^auen. SJottcnbet e« fetbfl; id^ gel^e ju Settc. 
Unb er ttjanbte ftd^ fd^nctt, unb cittc jur Äammcr gu gcl^ctt, 
SBo i^m ba^ S^ett ftanb, unb n?o er ju ru^en ge« 

n)o^nt U)ar. 

Slber i^n ^ielt ber ©o^n, unb fogte bie flel^enben SBorte: 

Äoo gSater, eilet nur nid^t unb gümt nid^t über ba3 SKäb^cn! 

Qij nur l^abe bic ©d^ulb t)on aller S?ertt)trrung gu tragen, 

3)ic uncrnjartet ber ^rcunb no^ burd^ SSerjiettung öcr* 

mc^rt ^at. 
atcbct, lüürbiger $crr! benn Sud^ öcrtrauf id^ bie ©ad^c. 
Raufet nid^t Slngfl unb SSerbrug; öottenbet lieber ba« 
®anje ! 
•05 !J)cnn id^ möchte fo ^od^ gud^ nid^t in 3"^wft tJcre^ren, 
SBenn 3f^r®^abenfreubc nur übt flatt ^crrtid^er aBci^l^eit 
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Säd^clnb Dcrfcfetc barauf ber toürbtgc Pfarrer unb 
fagtc: 
SQ3cI(^c Älug^ctt f|ättc bcnn too^t ba3 fd^önc Scfcttntntg 
SDicfcr @utcn cnttodft, unb un3 cntl^üttt il^r Oemütl^c? 
•10 3{l ntd^t btc Sorge fogtcid^ bir gut S93onn' unb fjrcubc gc* 

njorbcn? 
JRcbc barum nur fctbfl! toaö bcbarf cö frcmbcr SrllärungV 

Statt trat ^ermann ijtxt>ox unb fprad^ bic frcunblid^cn 

SBortc: 
f ag bid^ btc S;^räncn md)t rcu'n, nod^ btcfc pd^ttgen 

©(^mcrjcn; 
Denn fic öoKcnbcn mein ®IM unb, wie id^ ttjünfd^e, ha9 

bcinc. 
»15 SUd^t ba« trcfflid^c iKäb^en ate 5IKagb, bie frcmbc, ju 

bingen, 
Äam id^ jum Srunnen; id^ !am, um beinc ßiebe gu werben. 
Slbcr, ad^! mein f^tid^temcr Stidt, er fonnte bie Steigung 
S)eine3 ^erjen^ nid^t fel^n ; nur f^reunblid^feit fa^ er im 

«uge, 
8H3 m9 bem ©pieget bu il^n ht^ ruhigen 33runnen3 Be* 

grüßteft. 
«ao !J)id^ itt'g ^au« nur gu führen, e6 itjar fd^on bie ^ätfte 

be« ©lüdfeö. 
aber nun öoHenbefl bu mif^! D, fei mir gefegnet! 
Unb t§ fd^aute ba« SKäb^en mit tiefer Stü^rung jum 

3üngting, 
Unb öermieb ntd^t Umarmung unb Äug, ben ©ipfc! bei 

tJrcube, 
SQScnn jlc ben ?iebenben flnb bie langerfe^nte SSerftc^'rung 
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®piaäi: 9lod^ einmal fei ber goßenen Steifen SBefHnu 

mung, 
^efl ein Sanb gu ftiiHjfen, baö tötttg glci(^c bem alten. 
»4» ©tefer Sfüngling ijl tief Don ber ?icbe inm SRäbd^cn 

burc^brungen, 
Unt baö iKäbd^en gefielet, ba§ anä) il^r ber Jüngling tt^ 

njünfd^t ifl. 
atfo t)txloV xäi (Suä^ ^ler nnb fegn' @ud^ fünftigen 5^1*^«^ 
Wlit bem äBUIen ber @ttem mtb mit bem 3^"9^i§ ^^^ 

fjreunbe^. 

Unb e« neigte fld^ gleid^ mit ©egcn^ttjünfd^en bet 
SRad^bar. 
«50 aber ate ber geifHi(^e ^err ben gotbencn Sicif nun 

©tedf an bie ^anb be« SKäb^en«, erbtidt' er ben 

anbcren paunenb, 
ÜDen fd^on ^ermann juöor am Smnnen forgtid^ betrachtet 
Unb er fagte barauf mit freunbti^ fd^ergenben Sorten: 
SEBie ? bu terlobejl bid^ fd^on jum gttjeitenmat ? S)a6 ni^t 
ber erjte 
«55 Sräuttgam bei bem SHtar fid^ geige mit ^inbembem Sin^ 

f<)ru^! 

aber fie fagte barauf : D, lagt mid^ bicfer Srinnrung 
Sinen Stugenblidt ttjei^en! ÜDenn ttjo^l terbient fie ber 

®utc, 
S)cr mir i^n fd^eibenb gab unb nid^t gur ^cimat gurüdt» 

lam. 
Sßleö fa^ er torauö, ate raf^ bie Siebe ber fjrei^eit, 
»•o Sö^ i^tt bie 8ufl, im neuen öcränberten SBefcn gu ttjirlen.. 
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2:rie6 na^ $ari9 ju gel^n, ba^in, too er Getier imb Sot 

fanb. 
gebe gtüitid}! fagf er. Si) ge^e; bcnn alle« bewegt fl^ 
3eUt ouf Crben einmat, e« fd^eint fic^ aüeö ju trcnucn. 
©runbgefefec Wfcn fxä) auf ber feflcpen (Staaten, 
«»» Unb e« Oft ber »efife fic^ lo« öom alten Sefifeer, 

tJrcunb fic^ lo« öon ^wunb; fo Oft fic^ Siebe öon Siebe. 
d(^ k)er(afFe bt^ ^ier; unb too iä^ hxä) iematö toieber 
ginbe — toer tocig e«? Sieüei^t fmb biefe ®ef}nräd^e 

bie (elften. 
Stur ein ^rembling, fagt man mit "Sttiji, ift ber 3Renfd^ 

^ier auf Srben; 
«ro 3Ke^r ein ^^^embling afe iemafe ifl nun ein jeber gc* 

tt)orben. 
Und gehört ber S3oben nic^t me^r; e« manbem bieSc^ä^e; 
®oIb unb ©itber fc^miljt au« ben atten ^eiligen gormcn; 
Med regt ftc^, aU tooUte bie Sßett, bie geftaltete, rüct 

xonm 

£5fen in (^ijao9 unb Stacht ftc^ auf unb neu fi^ ge* 

flauen. 
»75 !j)u bett)a^rft mir bein ^erj; unb finben bereinfl toir und 

toieber 
Ucber ben Srümmem ber SBelt, fo fmb n)ir erneute ®c» 

fc^ö))fe, 
Umgcbitbet unb frei unb unabhängig öom ©d^idfat. 
!Dcnn toa^ feffeltc ben, ber fold^e Slagc burc^Icbt ^atl 
aber foK e« nic^t fein, bag je toir, an^ biefen ©efal^ren 
»80 ©lüdEIid) entronnen, un« einfl mit greuben toieber um* 

fangen, 
O, fo ermatte mein f c^tocbcnbe« $ilb t)or beinen ©ebanlen^ 
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2)o§ bu mit glet^em Wlvdift gu ©tili unb Unglüi bereit 

fei'lt! 
SoÄet neue SQSol^nung bic^ an unb neue S3erbinbun(j, 
©0 genieße mit 2)anf, toa9 bann bir ba« ©d^i(ffal bereitet 
»^ Siebe bie giebenben rein, unb l&atte bem Outen bid^ 

banfbar. 
Slber bann auäi fefee nur leicht ben bett)egtid^en §u6 auf; 
S)enn e5 lauert ber bo^^elte ©d^merj beö neuen S^erlufte^. 
^eilig fei bir ber SCag; boc^ ft^äfee ba« Seben nit^t ^öl^er 
äte ein anbereö ®ut, unb aüe ®üter fmb trügtidft. 
»^ ättfo f))rad^ er, unb nie erft^ien ber Sble mir toieber. 
äHIeö öerlor iä^ inbeß, unb taufenbinat bac^f id^ ber 

SSSamung. 
5Run ouc^ benf ii) be« SBortö, ba fd^ön mir bie Siebe 

ba« ©lud ^ier 
5Weu bereitet unb mir bie ^errlic^Jlen Hoffnungen auf» 

fcftüeßt 
£), t>txinf)\ mein trefpidfter greunb, bag id^, felbft an bem 

arm bic^ 
»»5 ^attenb, bebe! ©o f^eint bem enblid^ getanbeten ©d&iffer 
'ävLij ber fic^erjle ®runb beö fejleften Soben« 3U fd^toanfcn. 

ättfo ^pxaij fie unb ftedtte bie Stinge neben einanber. 
aber ber 33röutigam ^pxaij mit ebler männüd^er SRü^mng: 
S)efto fefter fei, bei ber allgemeinen Srfd^tittrung, 
»00 S)orot^ea, ber 33unb ! 3Q3ir trotten galten unb bauem, 
iJejl unö galten unb feft ber ft^önen ®üter Sefifet^um. 
S)enn ber SDlenfc^, ber gur fd^toanfenben 3^^* öud^ 

fd^wanfenb gefinnt ifl, 
!Der öermel^ret ba« Uebcl, unb breitet e« toeiter unb weiter; 
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Sfbcv tocr fefl ouf bcm ®tnnc bc^arrt, bcr bittet bie 

SBcIt ft^. 
305 gKd^t bcm ajcutfd^cn gcjtemt cö, bie fürd^teriic^e Se« 

tocgung 
S^ortjulcitcn unb auc^ gu toanfen l&ier^iii unb bortl^in. 
!Dic6 ift unfer! fo laß unö fagcn unb fo eö be^au^ten! 
2)enn eö ttiierben nod^ flctg bie cntfc^toffcnen SSöKei 

gc^viefctt, 
SDic für ©Ott unb ©efctj, für gltcm, S33eibcr unb Äinber 
310 (Stritten unb gegen ben gcinb jufammcnflc^cnb erlagen. 
jDu bifl mein; unb nun ift bag SKeine meiner ate jemate. 
Sticht mit Äiimmer toitt id^'« betoa^ren unb forgenb 

genießen, 
©onbern mit SDtut^ unb Äraft. Unb brol^en bießmat bie 

tJeinbe, 
Ober lünftig, fo rufte mid^ fetbjt unb reiche bie SBaffen. 
815 SBcig ic^ burc^ bic^ nur öerforgt bag §au3 unb bie 

liebenbcn (Sttern, 
D, fo jleßt fld^ bie 93mft bem iJeinbe pd^er entgegen. 
Unb gebadete jebcr toie id^, fo ftünbe bie üKac^t auf 
©egen bie Wtaäfi, unb n)ir erfreuten un^ oUe be^ ^riebenS. 
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COMMENTARY. 



L 
SCHICKSAL UND ANTHEIL. 

ABGXTMBNT. 

Thb landlord of the Golden Lion comments upon the de- 
Berted appearance of the town, eyerybody having^one to see 
the emigr antSj. and praises his wife f or seri Jing öieir son Her- 
Kann ioa ssiat the emigrants with gifts of clothing and food, 
1-21^ TEe wife confesses that she has not even spared his 
•wardrobe, but has taken his old wrapper, etc., 21-37. The 
townsf olk begin to return f rom watching the passage of the 
emigrants, 38-64. The pastor and apothecary retum. The 
latter inveighs against the evils of idle curiosity, 70-77. The 
pastor dwells on the good that cmiosity may lead to, 78-99. 
The apothecary narrates what he has seen, especially the up- 
setting of a heavily laden wagon, 102-150. The landlord in- 
vites äem to retire into a cool room and take a glass of wine, 
151-172. The landlord seeks to cheer the apothecary with 
expressions of trust in providence, 174-184, to which the pas- 
tor assents. The landlord reiterates his confidence, hoping 
that peace will soon come, and that Hermann will givc an addi- 
tional reason f or rejoicing, by shaking off his indifference and 
^toking^tojhimsdf a wife, 189-210. Hermann is heard driving 
Tip. ~ 

[To understand the exact position of the Speakers, the reader 
must sketch f or himself the f ollowing picture. The landlord 
and wife are sitting in the Thor (20) of the hoteL This Thor ia 
not the * door ' of an English or American house, but a broad 
arched passage, — on the le vel of the street, — f or men and vehi- 
des, leading through the hotel to the court-yards {Uofe)^ stables^ 
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and gardens in the rear. The 'doors' to the various apart- 
ments of the hotel open on this passage, and not on the public 
Square outside. The hotel Stands facing the public squaro 
(Markt) in the centre of the town. The emigrants are passing, 
not through the town itself , but over the highroad {Dammweg, 
6), two or three miles distant The town Stands on the side 
of a hill, the highroad is down in the Valley, or rather runs 
across the Valley obliquely (106, 108). The time is early after 
noon.] 



KaUiope, * the sweet-voiced.' Goethe, after the fashion of 
Herodotus, has dedicated the nine books, or cantos, of hia 
poem to the nine muses. Calliope is the muse of the heroic 
epos. — Sehichml, the f ate, or lot, of the emigrants ; Antheü, 
ine sympathy of the personages of the story with them. 

^* Doch, here intensive, 'indeed.' — ^ Däucht mir, poetle 
for dünJct mich, *methinks.' — ^ Rennt, commonly applied only 
to animals (see VL 818), but not infrequently used, especially 
in connection with laufen, to suggest great agitation (see IX. 
44). — ö Sie, the emigrants. — Immer, i.e., under the raost favor- 
able circumstances. The idea is: Although the highway is 
two or three miles off, and the walk there fatiguing at any 
time, even in the cool of the day, yet there they are running 
down to it in the blazing heat and dust of noon. — Stündchen, 
* a Short hour.' The füll Stunde is used in German to denote 
a distance of one hour's walk, say three miles. — *® Ueber- 
rheinisch, As the town in which the scene is laid is to be im- 
agined to the east of the Rhine, *transrhenan' designates here 
the country to the west of the river. — ^ Winkel, here, secluded 
comer, *nook* — ** Sache, business, *duty.' — i® *How the 
youngster drives though I ' — ^^ Sich gut aumehmen, * to make 
a good show.' KütscXchen does not mean * little coach.' The 
then is a mere token of attachment. — ^* ^ manchem Gebrauch, 
f (ir zu mancherlei zu gebrauchen, * can be used for various pur- 
poses.' — *® StUch, piece, *ai-ticle.' An, *in the way of.' 
Ueberzugen, * pillow-cases.' See VI. 134. — ^0 Schlafrock, * dress- 
ing-gown, wrapper.' Indianisch, restricted in German of to- 
day to the *Indian' of North America, while indisch is used 
for * East Indian.' In Goethe's day the distinction was prob- 
ably not so closely observed. — ^^ Doch, 'for all that' — ^4 
Kriegt, coUoquial for bekommen, finden, * to get, find.' — ^^ Man 
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wülj der Mann soll, * a man is expected now to.' — 3(» Süi'toutj a 
French word, * coat' — Bshesche^ a sort of Polish coat, tight-fit- 
ting and with a high collar, and embroidered with black braid- 
ing. The landlord regrets "the good old times" when a man 
could take his ease and ramble about the inn, and eyen in the 
Street, in dressing-gown, cap, and slippers. Whereas now he 
must always appear in public in a coat and boots. — 39 Mit ge- 
sehen, * have been with (others) to see.' — ** Führt das Schnupf- 
tuchy 'holdshishandkerchief in his hand.' — ^^ Auch, explained 
by next line. The mother says she will be satisfied with a 
description of the sad spectacle, without going to the addir 
tional trouble of running to witaess it. — ^ Leiden, a curious 
use of the verb. To suffer in consequence of exertion and 
exposure. Am Erzählten, * in what will be told me.' — ^^ Zu, 
as in many other passages, has the f orce of *' in addition to.' 
Not only are the crops good, but also-the weather is perfect. 
— *^ Frucht, not * fruit' but * crops.' The word for fruits, 
Buch as apples, pears, etc., is Obst (seelV. 80). — ^*8 Morgen, 'the 
east' The points of the compass are frequently designated 
in German by Morgen^^\ Mittag ^*'\ A'bend^'"'\ and Mitter- 
nacht ^^^ according to the sun's course. It should be bome in 
mind that in Germany the easterly wind is the dry wind. — 
*® Korn, a generic term designating all cereals. — ^^ Gefahren, 
past pari, for present, * driving.' — Landau. (Joethe evidently 
regards this kmd of carriage, the top of which can be thrown 
back, as deriving its name from the supposed circumstance 
that it was first made in the town of Landau. Such is not 
the case. The name originated in the circumstance that the 
emperor Joseph IL made his entry into Landau in one of 
these carriages, in 1702. — ^8 Fabriken are not necessarily 
mannfactories in the English sense of the term. Any brauch 
of manuf acture that employs two or tliree men can be called a 
Fabrik, — Sich beßeissen, *to carry on.' — ^^o j)as wandernde 
Volk, not the emigrante, but • the townsfolk retuming. — 
ö* Sich ergetsend, not * making fun of,' but * diverting them- 
selves.' The clause über das Volk is dependent on Bermerh' 
ung, * many a remark upon the people.' — ^^ Alles was, a com- 
mon phrase for alles das, welches, 'all that which.' — Woo 
eu schimen is subject to macht, *to see which is not pleas- 
ant'-^^ Sich, dat. of indirect object, * f anning to themselves 
air with their handkerchiefs,' i,e,, using their handkcrchiefa 
BS teüOB. — 71 Dass for darin dass, 'in this respect, that he 
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takes pleasnre in,' etc. — '^^ After jeder supply läuft zu uihen- 
^Peinlich, not * painfully.' A court having Jurisdiction ovei 
life and death was called ein peinliches Gerickty and peinlich. 
has here the f orce of * sentenced by the court,* ' by virtue of 
judicial sentence.' — '''' Leichtsinn, more the French leg^eU 
than the English *frivolity/ — ''^ Ein Jüngling näher dem 
Manne, ' a young man nearing his prime.' — ^4 y^ag immer für 
unschädliche Triebe, *all the various harmless Impulses.' — 8T 
Mang, *bent, propensity.' — ^8 Zockte, here conditional, *if 
curiosity did not Iure on.' — ®^ Sich gegen einander 'oerhalten, 
•stand related to one another.' — ^* Seüsam, 'healing,' i,e, 
with its healing touch. — ®5 Sobald es nur irgend f>orbeieog, * as 
soon as ever it is in the least respect over.' — ^'^ Der gesetete 
Verstand, firmly established reason and judgment — loa Schwer- 
lich werde ich mich so baldfreun, * scarcely shall I be again in 
good spirits so soon,' i,e,, it "will be a long while before I can 
recover my spirits. — "^^^ Nach dem, was ich alles, ccdloquial f or 
nach alledem, das, * after all that I have experienced.' — *®5 Die 
Wiesen, the meadows lying just outside the town. — ^^'^ TTnobb- 
seMich dahin, * stretching away out of sight' BhrTcennen, here, 
*to distinguish.' — iö8 Weg, same as Dammweg (L 6). — m- 
Einzeln, in detail, i.e,, from one and another of the emigrants. 
— "* Nur can scarcely be rendered in English. Possibly by 

* ever ; ' * ever a house.' — ^^^ Umher an die rechten SteUen, 
*around about, each thing in its own place.' — i^'' Karren^ 

* carts,' two-wheeled wagons. — ^i® Durch einander, the anti- 
thesis to umher (116), *pell-mell.' In the house, the things are 
disposed in order; in flight, they are piled on top of one 
another in confusion. — ^^^ Das Bett, the huge sack stuffed 
with feathers, under which one is expected to sleep in Ger- 
many. — Leintuch, here, *sheets.' — *** Unbesonnene Sorgfalt, 

* inconsiderate caref ulness.' — 1*5 Schlechte Dinge, * things of no 
value.' — i*ö Gänsestall, * goose-coop.' — ^'' Keuchen, not * to 
cough,' but *to puff.' — Sich schleppend, *encumbering them 
selves.' — 1*® Das letzte, * the least,' the most insignificant arti 
cle. — 13* Dazmschen, *in between,' i,e,, in addition to the^ 
other din. — 13® Ueberg^acht, f or Überpacht (inseparable pre* * 
fix), * overloaded.' — ^37 Geleise, *track,' the middle of the 
road. — Graben. It should be bome in mind that every Ger- 
man highway has a ditch on each side, a foot or two deep, 
for drainage. — 139 j^ Schwung, in the fall, i.e., the *swing 
of the wagon.^— 1*0 Glücklich, without serious injury. Fol 
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that they were injured, is evident from hescMdigt (149). — 1*8 
Schon, even quietly at home and in bed. — i^* Memchlich is 
both 'human' and *humana' Here, the latter. — ^^^ Scherf- 
lein, diminutive of Schsrf, an old öerman copper coin. Now 
used only to designate a very small quantity, * a mite.' J^ur 
einige, * that at least a f ew.' — *®** Schienen uns selber beruhigt, 
Ambiguous. We seemed to have satisfied ourselves that we 
had done enough? — ^^^ Construction : die mir mehr verhasst 
ist, als selbst das Hebel, He dislikes the dread of evil more 
than the evil itself . — *ö® Sälchen, probably the dining-hall in 
the rear of the hoteL — 1^3 Breiundachtziger, Wines of the 
same aort are classitied according to the year of the vintage. 
The vintage of 1783 was an uncommonly fine one on the 
Rhine. As the events here narrated are supposed to take 
place in 1794 (or 1798), we see that the landlord treats his 
guests to a bottle of choice old wine. — Grillen, what the 
French call Us vapeurs, * the blues.' — lö* Freundlich, * pleasant, 
agreeable.' — ^^ö j)es klaren, herrlichen Weines, see Grammar. 
— lös Hörnern, the green hock-glasses familiär to connoisseurs 
of Rhenish. The origin of the word is obscure. — 1^9 Qebohnt, 

* waxed.' — ^''^ Klangen, means more than * jingled.' It desig- 
nates th3 Anstosssn, or touching of glasses against one another, 
in drinking healths. — *''* Frisch getrunken, * drink cheerily.* 
— ^''5 AUo, see ölossary. — i''^ Vor allen, * above all others.'^ 
131 ßfgf^ recht in Gefahren, ' only in danger do we see f ully.' — 
^^ Erst, here, * just.'— ^8* Jetzo, archaic ioT jetzt. — i^'' After 
»?k3kJÄisupply den Menschen. — i^i Nach mnnem Geschäft reisend, 
for mMnem G, nachreisend, *travelling on business.' — i®* 
Franken, literally, *the Frank.' Poetical use of the word, for 
Franzosen, Frenchman. — i®^ Verbreitet, * f ar-stretching,' refera 
as much to the length as to the breadth of the Rhine. — ^^ 
Das Fest, the peace-f estivities. — "^^^ Zu (as in 45) * in addition 
to.' When the bells join their peals to the roll of the organ. 
— ^ö3 Entschlossen, not * resolutcly,' as if H. wereafraid of hia 
bride, but * having at last made his choice.' — ^®'' Nach obiissen^ 

* oat of the house,' * towards strangers.' 
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n. 

HERMANN. 

ABaUMBNT. 

Hermann enters the room. The pastor detects a change im 
his manner, 1-9. Hermann narrates bis tardy departure, 10- 
18. Narrates how hn haa oYf>Hy.kfin a m^i^lA", ^Hy mg an QX - 
cart, in which was ajyonian just deliv ered of a child . 19-41. 
~Tö Öils' mVude'n Ke "Kas gTvcri alTBIie cIötHSgSHSö^^fcir 41-81. 
The apothecary breaks in, congratulating himself on heing 
miencumbered with wife and child in these troublous times, 
85^-96. Hermann rebukes him for his selfishness, declaring 
that it is in just such times that a noble-hearted man ought to 
think more than ever of mai-riage, 97-104. The father ap- 
plauds his animation, and the mother narrates her experience 
of courtship and marriage twenty years before, when the town 
was bumt to the ground, 105-157. The father says, that is 
all true enough; still, it is better to marry in comfort and 
especially to secure a rieh wife, and exhorts his son to take 
one of the daughters of the wealthy neighbor mentioned in 
the first canto, 158-196. Hermann declines, declaring that 
these girls are vain and selfish, and only laugh at him ; he also 
narrates his mishaps during his last visit at the house, 197-237. 
The, mother tries to smooth it over, but the son remains firm, 
238-244. The father is angry, and upbraids Hermann for want 
of energy and ambition. The son rises to leave the room, and 
the father calls af ter him, and teils him not to think of bring- 
ing home any low-bred girl as his wife. The father evidently 
suspects that his son's fancy has been taken by the stränge 
emigrant-girl. He wiU not have anyJMit-aji.ÄCß0ii4Üiahfid. 
maiden for his daughter-in-iaw- Hermann withdraws, 245- 
Ö73. 



Terpsichare, The muse of the dance. 

'' Mu)itei\ ' wide-awake, animated.' — 13 JSjramen^ coljoquial 
*to rummage.' Exactly the opposite of the Eng\ish to 
• cram,' which means to put a thing into its place. — lö Vor^ 
Thor^ outside of the town-gate. The t<?wn, as is so ofteii the 
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ease in (Jermany, is surrounded by a wall, see IV. 20, througb 
wbich tbere is ingress and egress by means of gates. Die Strasse, 
probably the road leading from tbe town to tbe Tieue Strasse, 
or bigbway, along wbicb tbe emigrants proceeded. It is on 
tbis bigbway tbat be overtakes Dorotbea, wbo bas fallen 
bebind tbe otbers. — 1® Ich hielt mich dran, * I kept on.' — ^* 
Meines Weges, see örammar. — ^^ Von tüchtigen Bäumen ge- 
füget, * constructed of massive timber.' Tbe cart was built, 
not of boards, but of trimmed trunks of trees. — *^ Gelassen^ 

* quietly, composedly.' — *® Auf diesen Wegen, * in tbese parts ' 
— 3j* Construction: Die Noth drängt mich zu reden, — ^4 Jfoch 
has tbe force of * even ; ' * wboni I bave barely rescued even 
by means of cart and oxen.' — 33 Besitzer, * land-owner,' 
•squire.' — ^^9 Wenn-auch, *even if.' — *ö '^as for etwa^, *if 
yod sbould only bave sometbing to spare in tbe way of linen.' 
— ^*3 Jfach, 'towards.' The student sbould note carefully 
tbe distinction batween nach a i)reposition, used witb ref erence 
to persons, and nach a separable prefix. Tbe former is * to- 
wards;' tbe latter, *after.' Thus, IL 65, ich fuhr ihr na^h, 

* I drove after ber,' i.e., foUowed ber. — *'' Der nackten Noth- 
dürft, poetical for *tbe needs of nakedness.' — ^® Freuden, 
Tbe n is not plural, but a relic of tbe old declension of tbe 
femmine singular. — •'* Verschiedene Leinwand, *tbe linen 
of various kinds/ — '^ Besorge ich das Kinderzeug, I sball 
attend to, Le,, raake tbe cbild's dress. — ** Hielt die Pferde 
an (difiEerent from IL 19 ), * I beld in tbe borses.' — ö* 

Weislich, i.e., knowing wbo were most needy and deserving. 
— 80 Brauf, * on ber cart.' — ^^ Nachbar, the apothecary.— 
** Nur, in Bnglisb superfluous. — ^6 jjffi <oieles, * for a good 
deal.' — ^'^ Oefters, simply * often.' Tbe comparative bas tbe 
force of tbe positive. — ^^ Selig, *blessed.' Tbe öermans 
almost invariably couple the mention of a deceased relative 
witb tbe Word selig, to denote tbeir assurance tbat tbe deceased 
is in beaven. — ®i Freilich, *true, to be sure.' — ^^ Wenn 
auch, see n 39.. — 9* Provisor, * assistant, deputy.' — ^^ Bar- 
9chaft, ready money, or articles of gold and silver easily 
converted into money. — ^9 5» 110 UnJ, gas bere tbe force ot 

* but' — ^* Mühlen. Tbe country mill in Gkrmany often bas 
connected witb it a restaurant and pleasure-garden. — 11® Er^ 
Beugend sieh selber den Zugwind, * creating for itself its own 
draugbt,' i.e., fanning itself. — *i® Die Scheunen der reichge- 
$ammelten Ernte, poetle for ' tbe bams into wbicb tbe rieb bar 
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vest was gathered.' — *** Mit, i,e., with the rest ; seel «9. — **3 
Vor der Stadt, compare IL l». — *** Essen, * chimneys.' — i*® Em 
trieb mich, an impersonal use of a yerb usually personal, ' I 
feit a longing.' — i^a J)aher stieg, * as I clambered iong.' — 1^5 
Verschüttet, buried under the rubbish (Schutt). — ^^^ Gegen 
einander, *confronting one another.'— ^ Wand, in French 
paroi, is a partition-walL Tho outer wall of a buildmg ia 
called Matter, in French mur, — l*^ Lischen^ diminutive of 
Elizabeth. — Wie Jcommst du hierher, for warum, etc., *what 
are you doing here ? ' — l*^ Thor, the same as that mentioned in 
L ao. — **^ Mit freundlich bedeutenden Worten, for mit W. von 
freundlicher Bedeutung, * with words of friendly significance.' 
— 1*1 Gebälke, the coUective of Balken (135), the heap of rafters 
and beams. — l^ö Begegnet, for geschehen, 'happened.' — i®* 
Besser ist besser, has a wider signification than the English 
" let well enough alone." It means : when you have an ad- 
yantage, do not be ashamed or afraid to make use of it — i®* 
Von vom, * all over again,' * from the start.' — 1^3 Thaten. The 
usual consti uction would be here : es thaten. — i** WohlbesteUt^ 
well supplied and fumished. — Mit Gedeihen es ausziert, com- 
pletes the work of garnishing it in accordance with and by 
means of his prosperity. — !''<> Mitgift, * wedding-portion.' The 
Student should observe the distinction between die Gift and 
das Gift. — 1''* Der Tochter, indirect object of bereitet, * for her 
daughter.* — *''* Verehren, * bestow.' — Pathen, The god-father 
and god-mother play a much more prominent part in house- 
hold life in Germany than they do in this country. — *'''' Da^ 
seltene Goldstück, In former times there was a greater variety of 
gold and silver coins in circulation. It was a practice among 
parents and friends to lay aside, as a present, any especially 
rare or curious coin that might come into their hands. — ^'^^ 
Vor aUen, see L 179. — isa Wivo has supplied her own bed- 
ding and table-f i^miture. — *^ Der Mann, is the wealthy Kauf- 
mann, mentioned I. 66. — l^^ Allein, i.e., there are no brothers. 
— 1®3 Bestimmt, * disposed of.' engaged. — ^<M) Brunnen, not 
the English * well,' which would be Ziehbrunnen. The simple 
Brunnen is a basin, either large or small, generally of stone, 
sometimes divided into compartments, and fed either from > 
spring undemeath, as is the caae with the Brunnen described 
in V. 161 ; VII. 87, or by pipes that convey the water from a 
distance. This is the case with the Brunnen in the middle of 
the town. The Brunnen is open to the air, and either on a 
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level with the ground, or above ifc. The town Brunnen ia 
everywhere a meeting-place f or boys and girls, and f or servant 
girls. The word is to be translated, according tö circumstau- 
ces, *fountain,' or * spring.' — ^^^ Wildheit, *rudeness.' — ^öA 
Billig, *a8 is right and proper.' — ^^* Gestutzt, *trimmed.' — 
*^i Handelsbiibchen, * counter-skippers.' — Drüben, * over there,' 
i.e., at their house. — ^^^ Halbseiden, to be construed as an ad- 
jective agreeing with Läppchen, * the half-silk rag.' Hermann 
is speaking contemptuously of the fashionable but flimsy and 
loose-fitting summer-coats of the young Clerks who frequented 
the merchant's house. — ^^^ Minchen, dimin. of Wilhelnüne. — 
*^0 Ich zog es auf mich nicht, * I did not refer it to myself.' — 
*^* In Laune, * in high spirits.' — ^^* Pamina, Tamino, the he- 
roine and hero of the ** Magic Flute," which was composed by 
Mozart in 1791, and consequently "all the rage" at the time 
of this poem, 1794. — *^ö Nach, here a preposition, but placed 
af ter the noun Text, on account of the metre. Dem T. nach 
would mean, * according to the text.' — ^''^^ Er, familiär and 
contemptuous for Ihr, you. — *39 Hielt sich den Bauch, * held 
his sides.' — ^3» Qq ^{^1 giß auch sangen, * however much they 
sang,' for all they tried to conceal it by singing. — ^35 ^n dm 
Fingern. He was in such haste and agitation that he did not 
even stop to look for the comb. — »*ö Out, * kind.' — ^*i Noch 
neulich, * only a little while ago.' — ^^'^ Construction : Als du 
nur zu Pferden und zum Acker Lust bezeigtest. — ^^^ Schon has 
the force of * any.' What any servant can do just as well, that 
you persist in doing. — Indessen, and while you are doing it, 
because you are doing it. — ^^o gich zeigte, for sich zeigen sollte, 
who should show himself to advantage among people and do 
honor to his father. — ^5* Das kommt daJier, wenn, ' that comes 
from there being no ambition.' — Ehrgefühl is ambiguous, de- 
noting both * ambition ' and * sense of honor.' Hermann äöw a 
very keen sense of his own dignity and honor, and hence is 
hurt by his father^s reproachful words. — ^^8 ^as anders for 
etwas anderem, 'something other (and bett^jr) than.' — ^^^ 
Dass for so dass. The sense is : go and conduct the business 
of the farm to my satisfaction (so that I can find no fault), 
but do not imagine, for all that, that you are going to bring 
home a rüde i)ea8ant-girl for my daughter-in-law. The father 
aas evidently detected the son's sudden liking for the emigrant- 
ffirl mentioned in the beginning of the canto. — ^o* TruUe, 
•huzzy.' A word of obscure origin, probabj^^^^^a^^iij^ JYt*^ 
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the 1/roU of Gkrman and Scandinavian mythology. The troUi 
were imps, unlovable creatures generally. — *ß' Gef&Uig, tot 
mit meinen gefälligen Manieren, *by means of my pleasing 
manners.* — ^** 80 ein Schwiegertöchter chen, * such a daughter- 
in-law,* »>., one resembling myself in her manners. — ^^ Wie- 
derhegegnen, not ' meet me again {wieder^,'' but * shall meet me, 
shall come to me, as my counterpart' — *''* After versammeln 
ßupply bei mir, * in my house.' 



HL 
DIE BÜRGER. 

ABGITMBNT. 



The f ather continues to regret his son's want of interest in 
public matters, and contrasts it with bis own efforts f or the 
public weal, 1-43. The mother defends her son, and declarös 
that the f ather does him injustice. She leaves the room in 
search of Hermann, 44-60. The father makes a jesting remark 
upon the way wardness of women and children, 61-66. The 
apothecary would also be fond of progress and improvement, 
if the expense were not so great. He contrasts the recently 
renovated house of the rieh merchant (already mentioned) 
with his own shop and garden. He would be glad to keep 
up with the times, but he is deterred by the expense, 67-110. 



Thalia, the muse of comedy. — Die Bürger, the burghers of 
a small provincial town, depicted with reference to their local 
interests and diversity of character. 

* Sei, subjimctive of indirect speech,dependenton Wunsch, 
— ^1 Lebendige Wirhang, iot Wirkung während seines Lebens, 
* activity during his life-time.' — "^^ Wess Sinnes, see Grammar. 
— 1'' HaiLS, here denoting evidently * public building.- — 1^ 
After von oben supply herunter, *from above downwards.' 
The love of order and improvement should emanate from the 
authorities and diffuse itself downwards through all classes oi 
Citizens. — »o Saumsal, archaic for SäumiglceiU 'Slovenll 
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negligence, procfrastination,' — *^ Solle^ same form as sei (4). 
—^3 Zum wenigsten^ * at least.' Different from am wenigsten 
(48). — ^* Gleich^ see Glossary. Manuheina was laid out, like 
Philadelphia, with streets crossing each other at right angles, 
a very unusual phenomenon in Germany of those days. — ** 
Ruht nicht zu verzieren, * knows no rest, is not satisfied, until 
he has ornamented/ — ^^ Thurm, probably the church spire. — 
Erneuert, *renoyated, restored.' — ^^o Ganale, not *canal8.' 
but * Channels,' i.e., conduits, water-pipes. — Sicherheit, for 
OewissJieit, *assurance, certainty.' — ^i Sei, again subjunctive 
of indireot speech dependent on Sicherheit. — 33 Bauherr^ 
BUi)erintendent of buildings. — 35, 36 * i pushed energetically 
"what I myself proposed, and I also carried out tbe plans of 
(other) worthy men, that they themselves lef t unlinished '. — 
«^ Die grosse Strasse is the highway, already mentioned, on 
which the emigrante had proceeded. The neuer Cfhausseebau, 
which has only l>een deoided upon but not yet begun, is not 
to be confounded with the rieue Strasse (11. »), which is the 
same as tho grosse Strasse in the present passage. — ^^ Bis 
Jugend, the rising generation. — ^*^ A simile derived from the 
custom, in many parts of Germany, of keeping a brood-hen 
{Bruthenne) in the kitchen behind tlie stove. The young 
people who pref er to stay at home instead of mingling with 
the World are likened to such a Bruthenne, that cannot bear 
exposure. — ^^ So am wenigsten, *least of all in this way.' 
Compare zum wenigsten (23). — ^^ Hohen, for behalten, * Keep, 
cherish.' — ^*^ Jeglichen lassen gewähren, let each one follow as 
much as possible bis individual bent. — ^^ So wie, * as well as,' 
*and also.' — ^^ RerrMch, * af terwards,' i.e., after a child or a 
woman has acted according to his or her good plöasure, we 
are expected only to approve and caress. — ^^ Oilt, * holds 
good.' — '''' Lachte, conditional, for hätte gelacht ; * my house 
would long ago ha\re smiled upon me in a new-fangled garb,' 
(supply: if I had had the money wherewith to make the 
change). — ''^ Burcha.us, *all over.' It was the practice in 
Germany, and also in this country, in the last Century, to put 
large panes of glass only in the more important and conspicu- 
ous Windows, and to use in the others small panes of thick, 
duU glass of inferior quality; from motives of economy. 
The apothecary says that if his means had permitted, he would 
have such large handsome panes of clear, bright glass ^ all 
over' Ms house, i.ö., in every window.—''® *But who caD 
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keep pace with the merchant?' — Bei has the force of *iii ad- 
dition to.' — ^^ Feldern, *panels.' The front of thewealthy 
mercliant's house is laid out in panels. — * The stucco-work of 
the white arabesques ' would be in English construction : the 
white arabesques in stucco. — Sich ausnimmt (see I. 17), * look 
well/ stand out well upon the green of the panels. — ^^ Tafeln^ 
frames? — ^®* Verdunkelt, *eclipsed, thrown into the shade.' 
— ^85 Gleich nach dem Brande, * just after the fire.' — ^6 xhe 
apothccary-shops in Germany have names and signs, as well 
as the tavems. The one here described has the sign of Michael 
and the Dragon. — ^8 Beisende. The apothecary^s garden ia 
not m the town, connected with his shop, but is — a peculiarly 
German arrangement — ^in the suburbs outside the wall, where 
ground is less expensive. Hence, in line 99, he says that he 
no longer " goes out " there. His garden, in its palmy days, 
was so conspicuous that every traveller, on approaohing the 
town, stopped to inspect it — ^^ Beggars in stone, or Imita- 
tion, and dwarfs painted in f antastic colors played a prominent 
part in garden-omamentation at the commencement of the 
eighteenth Century. — ^'^ Hoch, for höchlich, *highly.' — ^The 
grotto in this garden was decorated with Shells presenting all 
sorts of fantastic hues. — ®3 (Geblendet means here * deceived,' 
* deluded.' The galena and the corals wei-e not genuine, but 
painted so skilfully as to deceive the eye even of the connois- 
seur. — ^5 8aM, ITie garden contained not only a grotto but 
a covered summer-house. — ®'' Mit spitzigen Fingern, for m,U 
den Fingerspitzen, * with the tips of their fingers.' Character- 
istic of the affectation and stiffness of eighteenth-century 
manners. — ^^ * Who would so much as even look at that nowa- 
days.' — Verdriesslich, not an adverb, but an adjective agreeing 
with ich : I out of temper, &c. — ^^ Oeschmachooll. The apothe- 
cary evidently looks upon the word Geschmack with disfavor, 
as being newly coined. In this, as in every other respect, he 
Shows himself to be behind the times. The word had long 
before passed into general use. — '^^^ Latten., *lattice.' — 1<>^ 
Das fremde Holz, mahogany, rose wood, &c. Every thing 
must be piain, without gilding or carving, but — expensive ! — . 
^®® Offlcin, a term apjjlied to apothecary-shops, printing- 
Offices, and the like, that stand midway between the tradea 
^nd the professions proper, such as law, medicine, &c. 

[In introducing this dcscription of the apothecary's garden, 
r-a masterpiece of writing,— Goethe seems to have had twc 
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objects in view. First, l>y presenting sometliing hamorous, 
to allay the apprehensions of the reader, which have been ex- 
cdted by the explosion of temper at the close of the precediog 
canto, and to prepare him f or the quiet and tendemess of the 
Coming canto. The apothecary speaks throughout in good 
f aith, but his plaintiveness is all the more humorous by reason 
of its sincerity. In the next place, Goethe seeks to contrast 
the pedantic tast-e of the apothecary, that takes delight in the 
conceits of the rococo age, with the healthf ul love of Hermann 
and his mother for "nature unadorned," the gardens, vine- 
yard, and fields, soon to be depicted.] 



IV. 
MÜTTER UND SOHN". 

ABGUMENT. 

The mother goes in quest of her son, looking first in the 
Stahles and garden, 1-18; then in the vineyard, 22-40; then 
in the fields, finding him at last ander the pear-tree, 47-64. 
She asks the cause of his trouble, 67-70. Hermann makes an 
evasive answer, professing great sympathy with the trials that 
have come upon the fatherland and announcing his Intention 
not to retum to the house, but to join the army and thus prove 
to his father that he is not wanting in a sense of honor, 71- 
110. The mother finds that he is changed very suddenly, and 
says that he is keeping back from her the real cause, 111-125. 
Hermann asserts that he has told the truth, yet only half the 
tmth ; he has other wishes, but feels that tliey are in vain, 
126-145. The mother beseeches him to teil her everything, 
146-154. Thareupon the son gives vent to his grief, speaka 
of the love and gratitude he has alvvays cherished for hia 
father, although his father has not appreciated it. In the 
midst of tlirif t and comfort, he fiuds himself isoUted and un- 
happy, he has no wife, 155-196. The mother replies that it 
iB her wish, and also the f athcr's, that he should be married ; 
she assci ia that h e^has fallen in love with the emigrant-glrU 
1 97-21 0* The sonaÜmitstirat ho has, — adding that if he can 
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not h av^er^for his wife^ he sball not retum home, 211-227. 
TOeniotlier comförtsTilnf, showing liim tMC lilö Ikae is not 
hopeless, but tbat the f atker, although hasty, is not inexora- 
ble, and that they must make the effailto obtain his consent. 
They retum to the house, 228-252. "~~ — 



Euterpe, the muse of lyric song. 

** The stone bench, in front of the house, here mentioned is 
not to be confoundcd with the wooden benches unter dem 
Thore (L 90). — * Schauen, The frequent use of this verb, for 
»ehen, is pecuüar to South Grermany and the Rhine regions. — 

* Besorgte has here the force of * grooming.' The reader must 
bear in mind that the horses have just been driven rapidly six 
or seven miles. — ^ WoTdgezimmert^ 'well construeted.' — ** 
After gleich supply im gehen, * as she walked along.' She re- 
moved a Caterpillar here and there, but "without stopping in 
her walk. — Strotzend, ' bursting,' pnffed up with superabund- 
ance of vigor. Most expressive of the hardy growth of the 
cabbage. — i® Angelehnt,\eeinQdi-io, *ajar.' — Ff Örtchen, *wicket, 
postern.' — ** Bur gemeinter, commonly written Bürgermeister^ 
the mayor. The town was surrounded by a wall of stone, 
built for defence in the Middle Ages. The need of defeuce 
having ceased with the advent of a peaceful era, her ancestor 
had been permitted, as a special f avor, to break a private passage 
through this wall to his vineyard and fields outside, thereby 
avoiding the inconvenience of going around by the public 
gates. — ^^ Graben, the moat outside of the wall, once filled 
with water, but now dry. — ^3 Strasse, no one of the roads al- 
ready mentioned, but probably a road nmning around the 
town, foUowing the circuit of the moat. — ^'^ LaubgaTvg, trel- 
lised walk through the middle of the vineyard. — ^* Gutedel 
und Muskateller, chasselas and muscatel, the names of two va- 
rieties of grapes. — ^^ Daneben, 'moreover.' — ^31 ]\£ii Fleisse, 

* for the purpose of .' Fleiss is often used to denote Intention, 
€,g., Haben sie das mit F, gethanf Did you do that inten- 
tionally ? — Nachtisch, dessert-table. — ^a Mmelne * detached,' 
i.e,f vines growing each by itself, and not trained over a trel- 
lis. — ^^ lAeset, f rom lesen ' to gather.' — Most, * must,' the un* 
fermented juice. — *3 ^j. sa^te es ihr denn, *without telling 
her.' A common elliptical construction for expressing an ex- 
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ception. The. füll construction would be : Er entfernte sieh 
niemals weit, aber wenn er sich weit entfernen sollte, so würde er 
es ihr sagen, he never went far away, but assuming that he 
ßhould go far away, he would teil her. The sagte is condl- 
tional, f or würde sagen. — ^'^ Gleichfalls, ' in like manner, also,' 
i,e.,ti8 well as the Pßrtchen (19). Hermann is so excited that 
he forgets to shut any of the gates. — *o Saat, etymologically 
identical with *seed,' has a different meaniug. It denotes 
either the act of sowing, or — as here — young growing grain, 
as distinguished from the grain fully ripe, Korn. — ^'^ See 
Grammar. — ^i * Leaning on his elbow.' — ^^ ' He had his back 
tumed to his mother,' and not, * he tumed his back to her,' 
which would have been an act of gross rudeness. Hermann is 
gazing in the direction where he snpposes Dorothea to be. — 
ftS Da/ran, *in this,' i.e., by your weeping. — Kenn, see Glos- 
sary. — '^^ Im ehernen Busen, an Imitation of the Homeric 
)(a^K€nv riTop. But Homer ases the epithet to dcsignate an 
' indef atigable spirit,^ and characterizes the hard-hearted man 
as (TL^rjpfos ^vfioi. — ''• ' The golden grain bowing to meet the 
sheaves,' a most poetic way of describing the npeness of the 
grain, its readiness to be gathered into sheaves. — ®® Obst, see 
L 46. — 84 j)i^ Jugend wie das Alter, * both young and old.' 
Wie f or so wie (See HI. 89). — ^^ Die Menge, ' the crowd, mul- 
titnde,' in generaL Each one knows that some mnst be killed, 
but hopes that he in particular wiU escape. — ®ö ^ach, not a 
preposition, but a part of the separable verb nachdringen, 
* One host presses close upon the heels of another.' (See note 
to n. 43). — ^00 Entschtddigt, *exempted.' — Ätislas, not *read 
out,' but * picked out ' by lot, * draf ted.' The verb is the same 
&s in 36. — ^^ War ich nicht hesser zu widerstehen, for war es 
nicht besser^ wenn ich widerstände ( Widerstand leistete), * were 
it not better that I should resist (help in resisting). An Imita- 
tion of the Greek construction «yw dixi brjXos ny€iv for 8rj\ou «cm 
f/if aytiv. — Da vorne, * there in front,' i.e., whsre tha contest is 
raging. — ^^ Verbündet, *having covenanted one with another.' 
— 10» Rauben, carrying off our women and maidens. The 
phrase does not mean ' to rob woraen and maidens,' for then 
the verb would be berauben. — *<>* Und gleich is climactic: 
Soon, yea immediatelv. — ^^^^ This idea is repeated by the pas- 
tor in V. 67-62.— lo^ Der Ehre Gefühl see note to II. 254.— u« 
Nur qualifies taddn, * I can only find fault with you.' — ^* 
Montur, * uniform.' — **3 Wacker und brav are not * brave,' but 
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* worthy.' Tlie German hrav haa the f orce of tlie Prench braes 
placed bef ore the noun. The sense of the phrase is : Howeyer 
excellent you may he m other respects.—*^* Dringt, see Glos- 
gary. — 1*® Schwankend, ' unsteady,' rushing fi*om excitement 
to excitement. — *^ * However sllent I am and always have 
been,' id., *for all my slowness of speech.' — i^i ZTnbül, com- 
pare billig j II. 208. — ^^^ ßandem, for unterscheiden, disciimin- 
ate, judge. — ^^Füsse. The Gtermans are fond of nsing thia 
Word in the sense of * legs.' — ^34: Alles, i.e., all that I said 
jnst now about my Indignation at the indignities heaped upon 
my Cüuntry. — 1*0 Vor Euch, *from you.' — i*»-i*5 Each 
phrase is clear enough in itself, but the general sense is ob- 
seure. Probably the poet intended it to be so, in accordance 
with Hermann's state of mind. The young man wishes to 
marry Dorothea, but he f ears that his wish is hopeless, because 
the f ather will not consent He perceives f urthermore that 
the Germans are not united among themselves, so that resist- 
ance to the French is also hopeless. Accordlngly he says : 
Leave me, mother (to my resolve, just announced, of joining 
the army). For just as I cherish vain hopes in my bosom, just 
so let my life be given in vain. (And it will be given in 
vain) for I know right well that self-devotion is only thrown 
away, so long as all are not united in one common effort. — 
**8 j)as Letzte, not *the final goal.' This would require an 
after d^hen. The sense is rather : men are so impetuous that 
when tliey encounter an obstacle, they are discouraged ; * they 
think (that this is) the last,' i.e., that they cannot get any 
farther. — 1*® Die. The woid ffindemisa is now treated 
almost imiversally as neuter, da^. — ^^^ *But woman.is fertile 
in expedients, and knows how to tum the obstacle, clever in 
attaining her object.' — -l^* Sich belongs to entstürzen. — 1*8 
Nicht heut und would be in ordinary prose weder heute noch^ 
*neither to-day nor.' — ^^^ Dunkel, not *gloomy,M)ut ' con- 
f used, obscure ; * the feelings and notions of a child are not 
clear, even to himself. — ^ö* Gerochen. The verb rächen, *to 
revenge,' is now invariably treated as regulär, and the forma 
roch, gerochen, reserved for 7nechen, * to smell.' Gerochen, as 
used here for gerächt, must have sounded quaint, even in 
Goethe's day. — ^ö* and i®'' are not to be connected too 
closely ; Hermann does not mean to insinuate that his fathef 
was so indccorous as to wcar his cap and dressing-gown to 
church. The two lines refer to different occasions. — ^O' 
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Band, here a ribbon, usually of some bright color, running 
around the rim of the loosely woven cap, and serving partly 
to tighten it, partly for omament. — ^'^^ After wohin supply 
ich traf, * where, at what I was striking.* — l'^* Mich mit Wor- 
ten herum nahm, most closely rendered by the colloquial 
phrase, * took it out on me.' — ^'^^ An invol ved construction ; 
Stefe in Gedanken {habend), * ever mindf ul of,' {die) von Her* 
zen zu ehrende WbJdthat, 'the heartily to be honored benefi- 
ceixce,' der Eltern ' of my parents.' — i^a Saitfe beim Haufen, 

* heaps upon heaps ' of wealth. —183 < However beautif ully the 
estates may round themselves off.' — i®* Ohne die JPb'eude des 
Tages, without the pleasure which each day should bring with 
it. — i®'' Nicht, superfluous in English. — i®* Denk ich die Zeiten 
zurück, see Qramm^r. — Schon is scarcely to be connected with 
manche Nacht, as if the meaning were, *how many nighta 
already.' It is connected rather with erwartet, and its force 
can be given only by paraphrasing : I was up in my Chamber 
before the moon rose, already awaiting it. The same holds 
good of the scTion in the next line. This conception of the 
force of sch>on will heighten our appreciation of Hermann's 
feeling of Isolation. Instead of remaining down stairs, he 
retires even before the moon rises. — ^^^ jv^^;. wenige Stunden, 
see Grammar. — i®* Wie is not to be connected with the pre- 
ceding so, but has the force of *both' (as in 85), and we 
have to supply * and ' af ter Kammer, The füll constniction 
would be : Wie die Kammer, so attch der Hof kommt mir so 
einsam vor. — ^^^ Bleibt im weiten, * is put off indefinitely.' — 
^^^ Ihr sagt es, in Imitation of the biblical form of aesenting. 
Compare the answer of our Saviour : Thou sayst it, Luke xxiii. 
8. — ^1® Jegliche, The word jeglich, which Goethe has fre- 
quently employed in this poem, for jeder, jedes, is at best 
riightly quaint, while this use of it in the mural is very re- 
markable, and scarcely to be justified. — **^ Oegen einander, 
Bee II. 137. — *34 So entschieden er auch die Arme versorgt hat, 

* for all he has refused her (to thee) so decidedly.' — ^^^ ^^^ 
here for hieraus, *to utter.' — ^^36 Zugeben, *to grant' — ^^s 
Nach Tisch, usually ' af ter dinner,' but here in a more exten- 
sive sense, * after drinking.' — ^^9 Bezweifelt anderer Gründe, 

* controverts the opinions, or motives, of others,' the grounds 
on which they act. — **® Bausch designates a very slight de- 
gree of intoxication, and the diminutive, of course, the slight 
est possible. The landlord (L 16&-173) has been drinking • 
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inquiries; he describes Dorothea, 161-182. The two frienil? 
go through the village ; a quarrel Springs up among the closely 
packed emigrants, which is allayed by their judge, 183-206. 
The pastor converses with the judge, dwelling upon the worth 
of such f oroe of character in troublous times, and likens him 
to Joshua and Moses, 210-227. The judge likens his foUow- 
(srs in exile to the children of Israel, 229-237. The apoth» 
cary begs the pastor to continuc the conversation while he goea 
in seardi of the maiden, 240-244. 



Iblyhymma, the muso of the ode ; WdiMrger, * the Citizen 
of the World, the cosmopolitan.' Probably designating the 
dichter mentioned at the close of the canto, as an exile 
from his own land and therefore a Citizen of the world at 
large. There is also undoubtedly an allusion to the cosmo- 
politan ideas engendered and propagated by the Fixjnch Revo- 
lution. 

1 Jfoch immer, not qualifying sprechend, as if the meaning 
were *ince8santly talking,' but eassen; the ordinary construc- 
tion would be : sie sassen noch immer zusammen und sprachen. 
— 0-8 A. repetition of the ideas advanced in L 90-92. — Zum we- 
nigsten, see III. 23. — *o Das £Jrbe, * inheritance,' not to be con- 
founded with der Erbe, *heir.* — Umgehet, *goes about, in- 
spects.^ Ordinarily this verb (um inseparable) means *to 
evade,' *to avoid.' — ^^ Stunden, the times and seasons in gen- 
eral. — *ß Des immsr gleichen Sinnes, * an equable mind.' — Des 
geraden Verstandes, *an upright understanding.' — ^'^ Denn, 
connected more particularly with Geduld (25) ; the farmer has 
need of patience, for it is only little by little, sowing a few 
seeds at a time, that he can increase his störe. — ^® Mehrend 
ziehen, for zu ziehen und zu mehren, * to rear and multiply ; * he 
can succeed in raising only a few cattle at a time. Tue reader 
should understand that in Germany proper cattle-raising on a 
large scale is unknown. — ^® Das Nütdiche, that which meets 
the wants of the farmer's immediate surroundings, as distin- 
guished f rora the f ar-reaching commercial enterprise mentioned 
in 16-18. — 3® Ein so gestimmtes Gemüth, literally, ' a mood, a 
mind so attuned.' — 3;i Burgergewerh, * trade or industry.' — 33 
ÄengstUch, usually applied only to persona, in the sense of 
'anxioos, apprehensive.* The pastor means by der ängstliche 
Drucke the pressure or bürden of care which makcs the f armei 
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fflass or two of very heavy wina — *** L^haß, for in seirun 
lebhaften Weise, * in his brusque manner.' — ^^'^ The ordinary 
form of the proverb is : Frisch gewagt, haXb gewonnen, much 
more apt than the English : Nothing venture, nothing haye. 
Frisch here, as in I. 174, has the f orce of * cheerily, boldly,' 
without letting one's enthusiasm grow cold. 



V. 

DER WELTBÜRGER. 

/ 

ABOUMENT. 

The landlord, pastor, and apothecary are still sitting and 
conversing on the same topic as in Canto HL The pastor con- 
cedes the benefit that comes from man^s disposition to improve 
and increase by commercial enterprise his störe of wealth, 6- 
18, but has also a good word for the man who is content to 
remain on his f arm, especially for the denizen of a small town, 
who unites modest trade with f arming ; he regards Hermann's 
domestic disposition as praiseworthy, 19-38. Hermann and 
his mother enter ; the mother declares her son's widi to marry 
the emigrant-girl, and Hermann corroborates her declaration, 
89-55. The pastor recognizes the advantages of promptness 
in deeiding ; he praises Hermann's purity and uprightness, and 
is confident that the choiee made by him must be a happy one, 
56-78. The apothecary advises them " to hasten slowly," and 
volmiteers to go and inquire about the maiden, 79-88. Her- 
mann Catches at the offer, but requests the pastor to go with 
the apothecary. He waxes eloquent in praise of the maiden, 
89-107. The father is astonished at this outburst from his 
tacitum son ; he sees that resistanc^ in such cases is useless, 
and gives his consent, 10i8-118. The son thanks, and promises 
to abide by the decision of the two fiiends, 119-131. He 
hastens to the stable, hamesses the horses, and he, the apothe- 
cary, and pastor set out for thejyjJJagS where Dorothea had 
ßtated, n. 88, she woüld pass the night, 132-150. Hermann 
stops at the Lindenbrunnen, just outside of the village, 151- 
160, begs his friends to leave him here, while they make their 
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inquiries; he describes Dorothea, 161-182. The two frienilf 
go through the village ; a quarrel Springs up among the closely 
packed emigrants, which is allayed by their judge, 183-206. 
The pastor converses with the judge, dwelling upon the worth 
of such f orce of character in troublous times, and likens him 
to Joshua and Moses, 210-227. The judge likens his foUow- 
ere in exile to the children of Israel, 229-237. The apothe^ 
cary begs the pastor to continuc the conversation while he goea 
in search of the maiden, 240-244. 



Bolyliymnia, the muse of the ode ; Wd^ürger, * the Citizen 
of the World, the cosmopolitan.' Probably designating the 
Sichter mentioned at the close of the canto, as an exile 
from his own land and therefore a Citizen of the world at 
large. There is also undoubtedly an allusion to the cosmo- 
politan ideas engendered and propagated by the French Revo- 
lution. 

1 Noch immer, not qualifying »prechend, as if the meaning 
were *incessantly talking,' but eassen; the ordinary construc- 
tion would be : sie sassea noch immer zusammen und sprachen. 
— .6-8 A. repetition of the ideas advanced in L 90-92. — Zum we- 
nigsten, see III. 23. — ^0 Bas Erbe, * inheritance,' not to be con- 
founded with der Erbe, 'heir.' — Umgehet, *goes about, in- 
spects.^ Ordinarily this verb (um inseparable) means *to 
evade,' *to avoid.' — ^^ Stunden, the times and seasons in gen- 
eral. — ^^ Des imm>er gleichen Sinnes, ' an equable mind.' — Des 
geraden Verstandes, *an upright understanding.' — ^'' Denn, 
connected more particularly with Geduld (25) ; the f armer has 
need of patience, for it is only little by little, sowing a few 
seeds at a time, that he can increase his störe. — ^® Mehrend 
zielten, for zu ziehen und zu mehren, * to rear and multiply ; * he 
can succeed in raising only a few cattle at a time, The reader 
should understand that in Q^rmany proper cattle-raising on a 
large scale is unknown. — ^® Das Nützliche, that which meets 
the wants of the farmer's immediate surroundings, as distin- 
guished from the far-reaching commercial enterprise mentioned 
in 16-18. — 30 ^'7^ ^0 gestimmtes Gemüth, literally, * a mood, a 
mind so attuned.' — 3^* Bärgergewerb, * trade or industry.' — 33 
Aengstldch, usually applied only to persona, in the sense of 
'anxioas, apprehensive.' The pastor means by der ängstliche 
Drucke the pressure or bürden of care which makcs the f armei 
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ängstlich. — ^^5 Wenig vermögend, to be placed directly after 
die: *who, (although) limited in their meaDs, are given to 
aping those richer and higher than themselves.' — [In 19, Bürger 
mean8 * Citizen,' in general; in 31 and 32, it has the more 
limited sense of * burgher,' the denizen of a town. Landmann, 
88, is the mere farmer, who is dependent altogether on his 
farm and his crops. The Städter are the inhabitants of the 
larger towns and cities, who lead an extravagant life and 
have no direct interest in agriciüture. The pastor's theme (31- 
86) is : Happy is the burgher of a small town, who combines 
farming with some modest trade or industry ; f or he escapes, 
on the ^ne hand, the pressure of care that weighs down the 
mere farmer, making him feel his absolute dependence on the 
seasons and the Clements ; on the other hand, he escapes the 
temptations of extravagant city life.] — *^ Des Tags, depend- 
ent on gedachten. — *ö Kommen. This dropping of the prefix 
ge, of the past part., is quile common in South Q^rmany. — ^^ 
Nicht noch vorhin. The nicht does not belong to noch, as if 
the phrase were noch nicht, * not yet.* The sense is : Did you 
not express the wish, just a moment ago (noch vorhin) ; the 
mother refers to I. 202-210. — 53 /^y^ ledigen Stande, a bachelor, 
unmarried. Strictly speaking, Hermann did not vow to remain 
unmarried; he threatened to leave his home and join the 
army, IV. 212-227. Goethe has evidently been misled here by 
his recoUections of the original Salzburg story, where the son 
does vow to remain Single (see Introduction). — ** Rein de- 
notes the absence of selfish, improper motives ; sicher expresses 
steadfastness. — ** Nebenher, * coUaterally,* aside from the 
main point. — 06 gßid nicht scheu, * do not be taken aback.' — ö® 
Die Wünsche, the special concrete forms which we give to our 
desires. — Das Gewünschte, the real object of our desires. The 
sense is this : in attaching our desires to some one person or 
connection, we are apt to lose sight of the original goaL 
Thus, in this particular case, the real object, das Gewünschte, 
is that Hermann should marry ; the Wünsche that the parents 
have indulged in from time to time were, that he should 
marry this girl, or that (line 44). — '^^ The gifts of Heaven 
come to US in forms of their own, i.e., not in the forms that 
we have imagined they would assume. — ''* Ich seh es ihm 
an, I see it in his face, his expression. — ®^ EHe mit Weile, 
the German rendering of festina lente, — ®* Lasst mich also 
hinaus, *so let me go there' (where this nuddea is). — ^ 
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Behausen, t<) set the right value upon, * to judge.' See Sondern, 
IV. 182. — 89 ^it gefiügelten Worten, ' with winged words,' an 
Imitation of the Homeric irt^a Htsposirta. — ^^ Hergelaufen, 
*vagabond.' — ^^ Äics dem Grunde, *from its foundations/ — 
®® Elend, see Glossary. — ^^^ Vermummt, ' in disguise ; ' an 
allusion to the attempted escape of Louis XVI. — ^®® Bedeu- 
tend, It is difficult to decide whether this means that the 
father opened his mouth to make a weighty speech, or that he 
opened his mouth wide, — ^*5 Was hülf es, * what good would 
it do.' — **® /ScAon belongs io im voratis, *even in advance* 
of any attempt on my part to resist. — ^'^ In Gottes Namen, 
here an ejaculation of impatience. — ^^^ *^^* Wie, so wie, 
'such a daughter as a sensible man desires,* *such parents 
as sensible chüdren desire.' — **^ Schirren for anschh*ren, 
*hamess up.* — **® After wicÄ^ supply^Ä^; I shall not see 
her again before {eher als). — ^^^ Bietnen, the check-reins and 
small Straps about the head. — '^^'^ Zügel, the reins proper. 
— 1*0 Wage, * whiffletree.* — Abgemessen, a poetic construction 
for mit säubern abgemessenen Strichen, * with tidy, measured 
traces,' i.e., traces of the correct length. — i** Instead of say- 
ing simply : * they f astened the swift-moving horses to the whif- 
fletree with tidy, measured traces,' the poet says : * they f as- 
tened the quick force of the swift-moving horses, «fcc' Ajq im- 
itation of the Homeric expression o^^evo^ or Öt-?; ^A-Xk^vgov, &c., 
for 'Ax^ctvoof. Schiller employs the same figure; thus, des 
Bogens Kraft spannen, for den Bogen spannen, * to bend the 
bow.' The figure is not peculiar to Greek, but occurs in Med- 
isßval Q^rman, in the use of the word Up, body {Leib), Thus, 
Nibel. Lied, I. 16, Du wirst ein sccene wip, Obe dir noch got 
gef Heget eins rehte guoten ritters Up, * Thou shalt be a sweet wif e 
when on thee Qod bestows a right worthy knight,' literally 
*the body of a knight* — i*^ Th^rweg, that mentioned in I. 
90. — 1*'' Bergan wie bergunter, he drove as fast up hill as down. 
— 15* Städtern, the inhabitants of the town where Hermann 
lives. — 1*5 Flachgegrdben, dug out so as to form a broad, 
Bhallow basin. — 1*® Zeichen, the marks by which you may re- 
cognize. — i*® Latz, *stomacher.' — l''® Mieder, *bodice.' — i''i 
Krause, ' frill, rüffle.' — i''^ The expression of the dainty face 
is open and cheerf ul. * The oval of the head ' denotes here 
the * face.' — i''* Stark, &c. for die sta/rhen Zöpfe (see abgemes- 
sen, 140) * the thick, luxuriant braids.' Nadeln, hair-pins of 
the old style, long and stout bodkins. — *''* Vielgefattet, not 
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* flotinced,' but gathered in yertical plaits.— - ^^ Ich wiU mm 
das noch atudrücJdich erbitten, * I make tliis express stipala- 
Uon.^—^'^^ AUeSy see L 108.— isa z>en Weg, see Grammar.— i«« 
Strasse, see Gramuiar. — ^88 ßi^ belongs to ergeteen, — ^^^ 
Bpäher, *8pie8,' reminds us of the two men scnt by Joshua to 
spy out the promised land. — !•'' Väterlich ernst, * with pater- 
nal solemnity.' — Bedrohte, rather 'remonstrated' than *threat- 
ened. ' — i®® Xlso, * Has not misf ortune sof(»r subdued us that at 
last we see the necessity of bearing with one another^s fault«, 
eyen if eyery one does not measure bis actions.' The sense 
is : What if some one (the originator of the strife) has not 
acted f airly ? flas not misf ortune taught us to be tolerant ? — 
ÄOl Unverträglich, * intolerant' — *<>* Mcht mehr me sonst, 

* no longer as of old/ i.e., while you were at home. — ^^^ Gön- 
net, best rendered by the negative * do not grudge.' — *®® Sich- 
ler, here, village justice of the peace. — ^^ Sich aiMiut, 
*opens,' i.e,, to let out the sprouting grain. — *i* Mond, here 

* month/ — *13, ai* * £ yery thing goea on as a matter of 
course, and every one thinks himself the wisest and best man.' 
— Sie, men of different kinds, the good and the bad, the wise 
and the f oolish. — ^^^ * And the most sensible man is regarded 
as no better than any one eise.' — ^i® It is a question whether 
Baum der traulichen Wohnung is simply a po<;tic redundancy 
for trauliche Wohnung, or whether Baum is used in the sense 
of »roominess, roomy comfort.' — ^30 BemerJrt, *noted, re- 
corded.' — *33 Wenig, see Grammar. — *35 Jenen, the children 
of Israel ? The Lord appeared in the buming bush to Moses 
alone. — ^3'' Wolken und Feuer, the clouds and lightning on 
Mt. Sinai are likened to the conflagration of the emigrants* 
homes, set on fire by the French. 



VI 
DAS ZEITALTER. 

ABGUMENT. 



The judge speaks of the hopes entertained at first by the 
frontier Germans conceming the French Revolution, 8-89. Bit- 
ter disappointment and reaction produced by the cupidity and 
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iosolence of tbe encroacbing Frencb, 40-51. The Freiicb being 
driyen back by tbe armies of tbe Qennan Empire, tbe frontier 
Gkrmans take tbeir revenge, bat in a brutal manner, on their 
late oppressors, 52-80. The pastor tbinks tbat tbe eyil times 
most have some good deeds to show in contrast, 81-88. The 
jndge admits tbis, and recounts especially tbe heroic deed of 
a maiden, namely Dorothea, withont snspecting tbat tbe pas- 
tor 18 interested in her. Tbe pastor's hopes are confirmed, 89- 
122. Tbe apotbecary rejoins bis friend, saying he bas discoY- 
ered tbe maiden. The two watch her througb an opening in 
tbe fence, 123-147. Tbe pastor is deli^bted with her appear- 
ance, 148-159. Tbe apotbecary advises caution, 160-167. 
They consnlt tbe judge, wbo says tbat is tbe girl he bas already 
mentioned, and recounts her other good de^s, 172-190. Tbe 
pastor giyes tbe judge a gold coin f or tbe poor, tbe apotbecary 
sbares ins tobacco, 191-216. Tbe two rejoin Hermann at tbe 
spring, 220-232. Hermann^is afraid tbe maiden is already 
engaged, and tbat bis offer will be rejected, 233-250. The 
apotbecary praises tbe good old-fasbioned way of proposing 
througb tbe mediation of a f amily friend, 252-274. Hermann 
says be will notwithstanding go and leam bis fate bimself, 
275-294. Tbe pastor takes tbe reins, tbe apotbecary bas bis 
misgivings alK>ut tbe new driver. They drive bome, leaying 
Hermann at tbe spring, 295-316. 



KliOy tbe muse of bistory ; Zeitalter, tbe era of tbe Frencb 
Revolution.—* 8ämmtlichm, i.e,y all tbe years since 1789. — • 
ßchreeklieher, all tbe more dreadful. — u Sich selbst zu ld>en, 
to liye for bimself, i.e,, witbout giving up tbe greater part of 
bis gains and labor to tbe privileged feudal classes. — ^^ Band^ 
tbe feudal yoke. — i'' Jener Männer, i,e., Mirabeau, Sieyes, 
Lafayette, etc. — *8 j)^^ unter die Sterne gesetzt sind, written in 
heayen. The names of tbe first leaders of tbe Revolution were 
likened to tbe greatest names in bistory. — *® Wir Nachbarn, 
The judge designates bimself and bis co-emigrants as inhabit- 
ants of tbe outlying Gkrman provinces to tbe west of tbe 
Rhine, and bence especially subject to Frencb influences. — ** 
Franken, see I. IM. — »* Liberty-poles, an old Franhish cus- 
tom, revived by tbe Frencb in tbe Revolution.—** Die eigene 
Eegi&ruig, about tbe same as ^self-govemment,' i,e,, where 
eyery man bas a voice in tbe ccovemment, as opposed to abso« 
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lute monarchy. The French promised the neighboring statei 
to help them gain their liberty. — 34 Braut and Bräutigam, 
are not *bride' and *groom,' but ' betrotbed.' — ^'^ Sich denkt, 
See Glossary. — ^^ Verderbtes Geschlecht, The leaders that 
supplanted J^Iirabeau and Laf ayette are characterized as ' de- 
generate.' — ** Sie ermordeten sich, alluding to the Heign of 
Terror. The French killed one another, in civil strife, and 
oppreseed their newly-acquired brethren in the annexed prov- 
inces. — *3 j)ie eigennützige Menge, a herd of greedy oflBce-hold- 
ers, the * carpet-baggers ' of those days. — **» *5 Die Obern, the 
higher officials, die Kleinen^ the subordinates. — ^^ Every official 
seemed to have only one fear, viz., that something might 
eecape bis extortion. — *® Das Geschrei, viz., of the oppressed. 
*® Gelassen, see IL 27. — 5^ Their hopes were disappointed, 
first, with regard to the freedom they expected to gain, 
next with regard to the character of the French. — s^ Die 
Deutschen, here the Austrian and Pmssian armies. See Intro- 
ductiou. — 5* Gross for grossmüthig, magnanimous. — S6 jjg 
war er der seine, * as if he (the vanquished) were of bis (the 
victor's) own kin or nationality. — ST j^n ^i^^ffi Gutem ihm dienet^ 
i.e., pays war-contributions. — ^^ Heroorkehren^ see Glossary. — 
ö3 Macht die Lust zum Entsetzen, * converts desire into an abomi- 
natiou.' — '^^ Der stürmenden Gloclce, for Sturmglocke, *alarm- 
belJ, tocsin.' — '^^ Feige, tüchische Schwäche, the paltry cowardice 
that Profits by a period of general anarchy to gratify old 
grudges. — 8* Ta^e, see Grammar. — ^^ Wie oft, not to be taken 
together * how often,' but wie is * just as,' and oft qualifies 
erinnert : * Just as people will of ten remind the owner, etc.' 
— 103 Gegenwärtigen Geistes for mit Geistesgegenwart begabt^ 
*endowed with presence of mind.' — *®ö GeJiÖft, collective 
of Ebf. Das grosse G., *manorial estate.' —*<>'' Auch, of 
this estate also, as well as from the other estates. — iö8 ^{j^ 
Trupp verlauf nen Gesindels, * a band of straggling maraud- 
ers.' — m To be regarded as children stiU, rather (than 
maidens). — i^^ Bewaffnet does not qualify Hilfe, *armed suo- 
cor,' but sie : * She, retaining her weapon, awaited suecor,' — 
lao xhe pastor begins to hope that this maiden must be the 
one Hermann has seen. — ^^^ Puppe, usually * doli,' here * baby.' 
-^*3 Sitzt sie gleich, for obgleich sie sitzt. — Trefflich. It is a 
question where the adjective is used here in the usual sense of 
* excellent, admirable,' or in the more literal sense of * hitting, 
answering to ' the description. See Glossary. — i*® After kom^ 

Digitized by VjiUUV IC 



VI. 150-279. 133 

met snpply * let is inquire of the judge.' — i*® Hält die Probe, 
• Stands the test.' — i^* Nur belongs to wenn, ' if only.' — i^o 
Orfter, see IL 88. — lö3 As it takes a long while to consame a 
bushel of Salt, the proverb expresses tho highest degree of 
caution. — l®® Wie du es hübest mit ihm, for wie du dran bist 
mit ihm, * how you stand with him.' — i''* Vorsicht The pas- 
tor suppresses caref ully the real motive of his inquiry. — ^"^^ 
Zunächst, ' next, adjacent.'— 1''» Wenn, for als, see IX. 114.— i«« 
Thr seht es ihr an, ' you see it in her form,' comp. V. 75. — i^l 
Bräutigam, see 34. As will appear in tlie sequel, this epi- 
Bode concenüng Dorothea's former fiance was probably in- 
vented and inserted by the poet after the poem had been com- 
pleted, or nearly completed. — i^* SchuUe, * judge.' Con- 
tracted form of 8chultheiss (214). — Pfennig, used here in 
the archaic sense of *coin' in generaL — *^** Geschäftig, here, 
in a slightly sarcastic sense, *■ with an air of great business,' 
*bustling.* — *iö Wo/em auch, ^although indeed* — ^^^ Ge^ 
stickt, 'embroidered.*— »13 ty'^jfen here, ' pipef uls.'—«!* Tobdk, 
old or coUoquial for TäbaJc — **ö Knaster, or Varinas, the 
name given to the coarse-broken tobacco used for pipes.^ 
*** Before bis supply als : nicht eher als bis, * he did not see 
them sooner than until,' i,e,, he did not see them untiL Com- 
pare V. 129. — 58589 ^eib der Jugend, an Imitation of the 
Homeric Kovpiditf dXoxos, which, however, has been explained 
by some as meaning * lawf ul wif e,' rather than * wife of one's 
youth.' — »3<i ^ur, see L 114. — »3» *Do you think that wehave 
only to present ourselves and the maiden will foUow us.' — 
**i Genügsam, easily contented, ** of a frugal mind." — *** 
Um nie zu rwizen ' without having ever attracted.' — »*^ Fahret 
nicht rasch bis hinan, * do not be in haste to drive up there,' 
where she is. — ^**® Einschlagen, the act of shaking hands in 
token of consent — ^^i Oeffnete den Mund schon, 'was just 
about opening his Ups.' — ^-»^ yof. Zeiten, *in former times.'^ 
»5S Ein Freund vom Hause, ' a friend of the family.'— »0* 
Klu^ge Leute merkten die Absicht, the young woman's parents, 
if they were smart, perceived what the visitor was aiming at, 
and the envoy, if smart, perceived that it was not disagreeable 
to them and could be more explicit. — *^ö Korb, 'mitten.' 
Even the * mitten ' was not so mortifying, because it was 
given only to a third party. — »''* Sei es wie ihm a/uch sei, ' be 
that as it may.' The ih^n is dative of es, — »''* Irgend nur je, 
This accumulation of particles is peculiarly Gkrman, and cao 
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•carcdy be expresBed in English. Compare VI. 888, and I. 96. 
— It is curious that Goethe should have nsed here the word 
Mensch instead of Mann, which would have brought out the 
contrast of sexes. — »«o— »9» g^e Grammar. — »03 Auch, to be 
connected with first half of 290. Leave me here alone, and 
perhaps I shall also retum bome alone. — *^ Here, and in 302, 
the poet apostrophizes directly the persons of the poem. The 
effect is to give additional life to the narrative. — ^^^ Wir 
does not designate the pastor and the apothecary, but the paa- 
tor and his young Student companions at the university. — ^^'* 
BcuroTL It was t£e practice in the last Century to send young 
noblemen to the university in Charge of private tutors, who 
were usually candidates f or Orders. The nature of their stud< 
ies, however, did not prevent these young tutors from enter- 
ing into all the excitement and pleasures of Student lif& 
G^the himself studied and took his degree at Strassburg, and 
consequently knew what he was writing. — ^^09 ßta/ubige Wege, 
See Grammar. — ^^ Der sich 2um toeisfichen Sprunge bereitet, 
for der sich weislich zum 8. bereitet, ' who prudently holds him- 
self in readiness for jumping out* 



vn. 

DOROTHEA. 

ABOX7MENT. 



Hermann muses a while. As he is about to proceed to the 
village, he is met by Dorothea herseif, Coming to fiU her 
pitchers at the spring, 1-21. Reasons why she has come so 
far for water, 22--36. They descend to the spring, Dorothea 
wishes to know what has brought him here, 87-47. Hermann, 
unwilling to disclose his real üSexif for fear of a ref usal, says 
that he has been Struck with her appeacance and has come to 
engage her as a servant^ 48-72. Dorothea accepts^ufäsET 
-^im'fe llfyi reLül'h with her to the viUage, that she may take 
leave of her friends, 78-96. Hermann is confirmed in his appre- 
hensions, by seeing an engagement-ring on her finger. "While 
proceeding to the village, Dorothea discourses on woman^f 
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mission, viz. , to labor f or others, 97-128. They bring the water 
to the sick woman and her children, 129-144. Dorothf a an- 
uounces her Intention of taking leave of them, 145-170. She 
receives the woman's blessing, and the judge assures Hermann 
that he could not have selected a better servant, 171-185. The 
two take their leave and set out for the town, 186-204. 



Brato, the mnse of the love-song. 

1-* One of the observations made by Goethe m his studies in 
optica was that if we look fixedly at the sun just as it is set- 
tmg, the impression is retained by the retina for some mo- 
ments after the sun has totally set, so that in whatever direc- 
tion we tum our eyes, we seem still to see it dancing bef ore us. 
— 8 Staunen, used here, and in next line, in its primitive sig- 
nification of *to gaze fixedly' in utter self-forgetfulness. 
Both in form and in meaning it is related to the oid English 
verb * to astony,' a causative denoting * to makc one gaze in 
wonderment' Hermann first ' stares,- if we may use so equiv- 
ocal a Word in this connection, at the image of the maiden in 
his heart, and then * stares ' at the maiden herseif. — ^ Jeglich, 
Not to be construed too literally. Dorothea has two pitchers, 
one large and one small, one in each hand. But she has not 
two pitchers in each hand. — *8 Allein^ not * alone,' without any 
escort; but, why are you the * only ' one that thinks of Coming 
here. — ** QtieU. The Springs in the village were probably not 
protected by a wall, so that the emigrante could drive their 
cattle right into the water. — 3» Mäuerchen, the low wall. — ^** 
Nickten sieh 2u. It is a question whether the poet would have 
US understand that the two intentionally make their reflected 
faces nod to each other, or the movement of the water itself , 
produced by filling the pitchers, gave to their reflections the 
semblancc of nodding.— *s, 47 j^j^^ gee H. 140.— 5* BlicJcte 
lÄebe, This use of the * f actitive * accusative reminds one of 
the familiär lines in Childe Harold : " Soft eyes loohed love to 
eyes that looked again." — ^a ^j^;. 5g xiseä. here instead of son- 
dern, very elegantly, to intimate that love and sense, although 
different, are not contradictory. — ^^ Felder um Fehler su 
tauschen, 'to exchange one set of faults for another,' i.e., by 
getting new servants. — ^^ Die übrigen werden sich finden, * the 
rest will doubtless also make their appearance.* — *®* Mv^^ 
the engagement ring given to Dorothea by her former lover; 

DigitizecibyVjUUVlC 



136 COHMEKTART. 

See "VT. 197 and IX. 251. — 105 Zieblich is rather * pleasant,* thai: 
*lovely.' — 1^ Es trägt sich besser die gleichere Last so^ *the 
bürden thus balanced is more easily cai'ried.* Dorothea meana 
that it is easier to carry two pitchers, one in each band, than 
to carry only one pitcher. — 1^<* Saicer, The Germans are fond 
of using this word in the sense of * hard,' * unpleasant' Thus 
(Joethe, on one occasion, characterized himself as one der sich 
das Leben Tuztte satter werden lassen, i.^., "who had taken life 
hard. — ^^^ Ihr, Usiially the impersonal dünken govems th6 
personal pronoun in the accusative. — Klein, f or kleinli<ih, * petty, 
degrading.' — Fein, * small,' i,e,, diflScult to thread. — ^^ Zu^ 
as in L «00, * in addition to.' — i*® ßg^ yiz,^ ^^^^ ^e diese Be- 
schwerde nicht ertragen sollen, Men are not called upon to 
endure these pains, but they ought at least to be thankful that 
they are not. — ^The nalvetß T\ath which Dorothea thus dis- 
Cüurses on the duties of matemity may appear somewhat in- 
discreet. But the reader must bear in mind that her ezperi- 
ence in ministering to the Wöchnerin forces her to think on 
the subject, and that the circumstances undcr which she first 
meets Hermami, IL 82-41, Warrant her speaking to him with 
wai-mth and freedom. — I3a Gerettete Mädchen, mentioned 
VI. 111. — *^® Bts unbekannten Gespielen, their new playmate, . 
the new-bom child. — ^^^ * It -would be irksome to her to take 
her ease in the house and be waited upon,- — iß* I>er schon so 
gesund Euch anblickt, * who looks at you already with such an 
appearauce of health.'— i^^^j^^^^ see VI. 298.-1»^* Billig, see 11. 
208.— 180 Auf Glück und Zufall, * trusting to luck.'— ^85 jjow 
dücs the judge know that Hermann has uo sister ? Dorothea 
knows it, VIL €», but we do not read anywhere that the judge 
has been informed. — 1^9 They exchanged significant glances 
and each one made her own reflections as to what would prob- 
ably be the result. — i®* Geborgen has the f orce, without the 
vulgarity, of the Engh'sh * all right.' — i®* Vide Grüsse befahl 
sie, * she left many messages,' i.e,, for those not present. She 
desired to be remembered to them. — i^® Ein^ und die andre, a 
curious une of the feminine for the neuter, and probably au 
archaism. In mediseval German the word wip, although it- 
self always declined as a neuter, frequently took the adjective 
and pronoun in the feminine. — *<** Jüngst, * just now.' It ia 
a common nureery-legend in Germany that the storks bring 
the new-bom children f rom Egypt and lay them in the cradle. 
^''^^^ Deuten, * paper-comets.' — »o* Femewinkenden. It is 
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important that the reader should perceive clearly the f orce oi 
the verb winken, often so misunderstood. Its meaning is tat 
more extensive than that of * to wink.* In fact, a Gtermap 
wishing to designate the action of * winking ' will commonly 
add the words mit dem Av^ge, Winken means simply to con- 
vey one's meaning by signs or facial expression, instead of by 
words. How it is to be translated, can be gathered only f rom 
the context. But in ninety-nine instances in the hundred it 
woald be safe to assume that it does not mean to ^wink.' 
In this particular passage it is best rendered by ' waving.' 

[The original Suggestion of this celebrated interview between 
Hermann and Dorothea at the well is to be f ound in a passage 
in Werther, Not only is the passage interesting in itself, but 
it will serve to illustrate the remarkable change — alluded to 
in the Introduction — in (Joethe's style of writing : — 

" I know not whether tricksy spirits hover about this spot, 
or whether it is the glowing, heavenly fancy in my own heart, 
that gives to everything around me such an air of paradise. 
Just outside the town there is a spring, a spring that holds 
me spell-bound, as Melusine and her sisters were held. On 
descending a little slope, you find yourself in front of a vault ; 
fiome twenty steps lead down to where the dearest of waters 
bubbles from the rock. The low encircling wall, the lofty 
trees that cast their shade, the coolness of the spot, everything 
in Short is fascinating, awesome. Not a day goes by, but I 
pass an hour here. The maidens come from the town to fiU 
their pitchers, the most innocent occupation and the most use- 
ful, and one that formerly even king's daughters did not dis- 
dain. And as I sit, the patriarchal times revive with might 
in my idea, — how the patriarchs all make acquaintances and 
conduct their wooing at the well, and how around the well 
beneficent spirits hover. O he can never have refreshed him- 
d^lf at the cool well after a hard summer-day's joumey, who 
does not share these feelings."] 
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vra. 

HERMANN UND DOROTHEiu 

ABGUMENT. 

On their way, Dorothea inquires of Hermann how sho can 
best secure the esteem of his parents, 10-17. Hermann repliei 
that the mother will be satisfied with f aithful Service, but that 
the f ather demands grace of manner and demonstration of re- 
spect, 18-86. Dorothea hopes to satisfy both parents, bat 
wishes to know how she can best treat him, 87-51. Hermann, 
still af raid to disdose his sentiments, bids her f ollow only the 
promptings of her own heart They rest a while ander the 
pear-tree, 52-66, and yiew the town and the estates of "Her- 
mann^s parents, 67-79. In descending throagh the yineyard, 
Dorothea^s foot slips, bat Hermann sastains her, 81-98. Do- 
rothea makes light of the accident, 99-104. 



Mdpomene^ the mase of tragedy. 

^ Gewitterdrohend refers to Sonne. The san, by retiring 
behind douds, foreboded a stonn. — ^ Ahnung has no eqaiv- 
alent in English. It denotes a yagae presentiment of some- 
thing impending ; bat whether of gooid or of e?il, depends 
altogether on the contezt In modern English, 'bodin^,' 
'forebodin^' nearly always saggests eyil, something to be 
dreaded. — ^ Sehlassey die, * hail-stone.' The o is long. — *® 
Zunächst^ chiefly, more than to any one eise. — ** Dom und 
Fcush, shelter. Fach here is ' bin.' The ezpression is figara- 
tiye, and taken from the language of farming. The grain 
that has been broaght into the bam and stored away in bins 
is Said to be unter Dach u, Fach gebra4iht, — Im freien^ in t^e 
open air, i.«., without shelter.— *3 Construction : Den Acker 
früh und spät besorgend, und so (auch) den Weinberg (besor- 
gend), ' attending to the fields early and late and so also (i.^., 
early and late attending to) the vineyard. — ^"^ Schein, The 
father is not satisfied with the substance, but also wishes 
things and persons to make a good show. — ^^ Einige Zierde^ 
'some erace of manner.'— 87 Die schnelleren Schritte verdop^ 

^nd, for die Sehritte verdoppelnd und dadurch dm Gang &• 
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wehleunigmd, doabling the number of steps and thereby mak« 
ing her galt quicker. — ^^ Hielten viel auf Hößichkeit, *laid 
great stress u(x>n etiquette.' — *^ In ihren früheren Zeiten, «.a, 
prior to the Revolution. Not content with the most sweeping 
political ref orms, the radicals of the Revolution attempted to 
make the use of the familiär 'thoa^ (tutoyer) universal, and to 
do away with all titles and forms of address, cxcept eitoyen, 
dtoyenne, Dorothea has in mind what is generally known as 
the manners of the anden rSgime. — ^^ Empfahl has here the 
force of 4ncnlcated.' — ^' Bei uns at^ deutscher Seite, among 
US, their German neighbors. — ^^ SitUieh, The German Sitte, 
like the Latin mores, French mceurs, Covers both manners and 
morals. The phrase sittlich den Tag aushalten means ' to con- 
duct one's seif with propriety throughout the day.' It was the 
custom of the aneien regime that the children shonld kiss their 
parent^s hand moming and evening. — ^^ Was mir van Herzen 
gehe, * what comes to me readily.' — ** Nächte, probably an 
archaism, the old mediseval form of the genitive singular, and 
not the modern genitive plural. — ^^ Ermen, * to get by hurry- 
ing.' The force of the prefix er is lost in English. Ordinarily 
the verb ereilen means to * overtake, catch up with.' — ''** MiA 
däueht, compare mir d. I. 8. — ^i Gehalten, nsually applied 
only to emotions and sensations, as, der gehaltene S^merz, 

* suppressed pain.' The word Stands here f or der Junge, der 
an sich hielt, the youth who held on to himself, ie,, who kept 
himself under control, suppressed his emotion. — ^^ Dunkel, 
the gloom of the trellis-walk {Lauhgang mentioned in IV. 37) 
covered with dense foliage. — ^^ Roheren, A very happy use 
of the comparative. Dorothea could perceive that the steps 
were in general loose and rough« but she did not know which 
were worse than others. — ^^ Der Fhiss hnaeJste, her ankle 
tumed, literally, *snapped.' — Sie drohte zafaU-en, *she was on 
the point of falling. — ^^ Gewandt is not the adjective (adv.) 

* dexterous, dexterously,' but is f or gewendet, past part. foi 
present, * tuming ' quickly {eÜig) ; see Vn. l«9. — ^^ Er stemmte 
sich gegen die Schwere, *• he braced himself to sustain the bürden.' 
Schwere is not the feminine of the adjective schwer; this con- 
struction would make the passage ridiculous to the German 
mind. — ^^ Mit Mannesgefuhl, manfuUy ; ref erring to his eamest 
will (94) not to take unfair advantage of the Situation. 
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IX. 

AUSSICHT. 

ABGUMBNT. 

The poet apostrophizes the muses, 1-6. Father and 
mother, apotbecary and pastor, are sitting and waiting f or 
Hermann'8 retum. The mother's impatience rebuked by the 
father, 7-14. The apothecary proceeds to teil how bis father 
cured bim, wbile still a boy, of bis impatience, by calling up 
before bis boyish mind the image of death, 15-45. The pas- 
tor disapproves of the practice of using the image of death aa 
a sort of hobgoblin for scaring children, 46-54. Hermann 
and Dorothea enter the room, 55-59. Hermann hastily pre- 
sents her to bis parents, 60-64, takes the pastor aside, teils 
bim that Dorothea supposes sbe is to be only a servant in the 
bouse, and begs bim to belp bim (Hermann) out of this grave 
dilemma, 65-74. Dorothea's feelings are wounded by the 
father's complacent, balf-jocular speech about Hermann's 
good taste, 75-85. 8he replies that sbe bad not expected to 
be made the victim of such pointed allusions, 88-105. Her- 
mann motions to the pastor to come to the rescue, 106-111. 
The pastor, instead of complying directly with bis request, 
proceeds to probe Dorotbea's heart and temper by telling her 
that such teasing was only wbat sbe might have expected as a 
servant, 112-129. Stung by bis seeming cold-beartedncss, 
Dorothea passionately avows her secret liking for Hermann 
and threatens to depart as suddenly as sbe bad come, 133-181. 
The mother, completely mystified, detains her, assuring her 
that sbe is no servant, but Hermann's betrothed, 182-187, 
The father, also mystified, loses bis temper and threatens to 
retire to bed, leaving them to settle it among themselves, 188- 
196. Hermann detains bim, and reproacbes the pastor, 197- 
206. The pastor smiles and wishes to know whether bis in- 
nocent ruse has not succeeded perfectly, 206-211. Hermann 
explains everything to Dorothea, 212-225, wbo kisses the 
fatber's band and begs bim to f orgive her sharp words, 227- 
235. JFather and mother embrace her, 286-238. The pastor 
takes the wedding rings of the father and mother and pro- 
ceeds to engage the young couple, 239-248. Wbile putting 
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the mother's ring on Dorothea's finger, he perceives tlie ring 
given her by her former betrothed, and is surprised, 249-255. 
Dorothea explains, 256-296. Hermann pronounces his confi- 
dence in the future both of himself and of the f atherland, 
"297-318. 1 



Urania, the muse of astronomy ; Amsicht, outlook into a 
happy future. 

s Sorglich (* caref uUy *), used for 5e»or^, '^aiBadous.' — ^^^ 
Nächte, See VIIL 56. — i* Warten des Ausgangs, for wir warten 
den AtLsgang ab, ' abide the issue.* — *'' Sdig, see n. 90. — ^^ 
Fäschen, from Fase, a coUateral form of Faser, 'fibre.' — ** 
Weisen, here probably the Stoics. — ** Kann es sich merken, 
*can make anote of it for himself.' — ** Brunnen der Idnden, 
undoubtedly the Brunnen at which Hermann and Dorothea 
lingered. — ^^ Nahe war mir das Weinen, would be in ordinary 
construction, ich war nahe daran, zu weinen, which corresponds 
more to the English, * I was nigh unto weeping.' — 30 ^^ ^ 
es gar zu thoricht betrieb, * when I carried my f olly altogether 
too far.' — 3a Oompare IV. 178 — ^^ Stunden, S3e örammar — 
*^ Qeföget, *joined together,* see IL 22. — ^^ Nunmehr, a 
ßtrengthened and emphatic *now,' for *then.' — ^^ Hennen, 
see I. 4. — *6-54: The pastor's speech will be intelligible as soon 
as the reader catches the cardinal idea, viz., that it is wrong to 
look upon death as the end ; it should rather be regarded as 
the beginning. The pastor says : *' The touching image of 
death is not a terror to the wise man, nor the * be-all ' to the 
faithf ul. It urges the wise man to renewed energy, it speaks 
to the f aithful in his affliction of future blessedness and hope. 
So that for both the thought of death is a source of life. The 
f ather was wrong in depicting to his child death as death, 
that is as something final. Let us rather show to youth the 
value of honorable age, and to age the freshness of youth, so 
that both may take pleasure in the etemal round of life, and 
each stage of life may find its complement in the other." — 
Youth merges into age, age reappears in youth, so that to- 
gether they form an etemal round, ewiger Kreis, — ^^ j?»/^. 
genden Worten, see V. 89. — ^^ Hermann evinces his embarrass- 
ment by calling on his mother to subject Dorothea to a sort 
of housekeeping-catechization on the spot. In the original 
Btory th"; maidcn does narrate all her acquirements. See In« 
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troduction.— ^0 UnwiUig (like f>erdrie9$Uch^ HL 96) Is an adj. 
qualifying the subject «i«, and not anadvb: 'lest she, dis- 
pleased, will make her escape, &&* — ^^ In gutem Sinne, 
•with kind intent'— '^^ Freuden, see IL 60.—^» Der seiner 
Zeit e* gewiesen, ' who showed it (that he had good taste) in 
bis own young days.' — ®3 Sich eigenen WerihfStlt, for sein^en 
eigenen W. fuMt, — ®* Auch quaUfies Ihr ; you too, as well aa 
' Hermann, took very little time to make up your mind.^-®* 
Hi^ sie sich an, for sie hielt an sich, see note to VIIL 71. — ^85 
Constructioii r es ist nicht so schwer, ihm tu folgen, — ^^ O^til-^ 
det has here the force of ' well bred.* — ^^i Bi^ideL Compara 
n. 185.— lOJi Gewiss, 'assured, conlident* Compare VIL SR. 
— 103 jch kenne mich wohl, * I know perf ectly well my 
Position.^ — 1®'' Das er ins Mittel sich scMüge, *to come to 
the rescue.'-- 10© Gehalten, see Vm. 71.— ua Versuchend, here 
not 'tempting,* but 'searching.* — ii* Wenn, see VL 17». — 
*** Handschlag, see VL »4». — 1*8 Wege, the wearisome nm- 
ning to and fro. — **3 Ff'auen, same form as Freuden, IL 
60.— 1»* Mit, 'tocether with.'— J»« Selbst qualifies stocken. 
The passage may be rendered: And still to do one*s dnty 
promptly and quickly, without even stoppuig to grumble. — 
134 Verständig, see Glossary. — i*® Zeige steh gleich, was später, 
*let that be now revealed which, subsequently made known,' 
etc., viz., her secret liking for Hermann. — i*i * For no sooner 
had he taken leaye of me on the highroad, than my thoughts 
were continnally occupied with him.' — i*® ^^ jiag the force of 
alsob, ^S8 if,' but is best translated by * that' — Verdienen has 
here the sense of ' to eam,' to get by servlce. There is a shade 
of the same meaning in VIL 116. — i^^ Besinnung, * self-posses- 
sion,' has here the force of ' Coming back to one's senses.* — > 
The ZufaU is the father's jesting speech. — l*^ Geführet, past 
for present participle, * leading ' her, his bride. — l'^i Aber das 
sei nun gesagt, * but enough said.' — l^^ Von cUlem eu scheiden is 
dependent on gewohnt bin, — i®* Vergeblich, used rather loosely 
for unnothig, * unnecessary, uncalled-for.' — i^s stand mit Wi-' 
derwiUen dagegen, The f ather also interposed himself to pre* 
vent Dorothea from leaving the room {stand dagegen), but he 
did it with a bad grace (mit Widerwillen), — i*o bcu ist mir 
also zuletzt geworden, * that is what I get at last '^-1*3 Beginnen 
jised in its ordinary sense of * beginning, undertakine.' * Noth- 
ing is more intolerable to me t£tn this passionate cXamor, that 
ondertakes to settle in yiolent confusion (\eftig verworren) 
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wSat, witb a little sense, could be settled more peaceably.' — 
1®* Beginnen, here * proceeding.' See Glossary. — *<^ Schaden» 
ßreude, * love of mischief.' — ^^^ Klugheit, i.e., such prudenc^ 
as you expected me to exerdse. — *®* Dieser Ghiten, not geni- 
tive dependent on Behenntniss, but dative govemed by enthcht : 
• corld have elicited from this good maiden.' —äii Premder 
Erklärung, explanation given by any one but yourself, any 
third party. — *** Ihr gerecht, you as a just man. — *3^ Lasst 
mich in mein neues Glück mich finden, ' peraiit me to accustom 
myself to my unexpected good fortune.' — ^3* Treu qualifies 
directly Magd : ^ That to which the maid pledged berself» the 
faithful maid, namely to loying service, that (service) shaU 
the daughter render.' In other words : What I promised as a 
servant, I shall perform with equal fidelity as your daughter. 
— »40 Trauring, the father's wedding-ring. As the engage- 
ment is so unexpected, there is no time to procure engagement- 
rings for the lovers, so the pastor is obliged to have recourse 
to 9ie wedding-rings of Hermann's parents. — **i The father 
has srown stout siuce his marriage, so that his finger ' holds ' 
the nng rather tight — ^^^ Sorglich, see IX. 8. — *5i Staunend, 
The pastor is astonished at discovering that Dorothea has been 
ab-eady engaged, although he was expressly Inf ormed to that 
efEect, by the judge, VI. 187-190. In VL 348-260, Hermann ex- 
presses his fear lest Dorothea may be already engaged. What 
more natural than that the pastor, who has just leamed that 
she had been engaged but that her lover had met his death in 
Paris, should teU this to Hermann and remove his apprehen- 
sions ? In VL asi, the pastor attempts, it is truo, to comf ort 
him, but is interrui)ted by the apothecary. But the communis 
cation of the betrothal and death, if the pastor really intended 
to make it, was too important to Warrant the pastor in permit- 
ting such an Interruption and suffering Hermann to depait in 
uncertainty. The only explanation is that Goethe intercalated 
the episode of Dorothea^s former lover after the poem was 
nearly completed, but that be neglected to make all the need- 
f ul corrections in the text and thus make the narratiye per- 
fectly consistent. — **o Wesen, State of affairs. — *ö3 Erden, see 
Freuden TL 60. — Einmal, a colloquial use of the phrase, and 
to be disregarded in translating. — ^^^ Es wandern die Sckätze^ 
an allusion to the property carried off by the Freuch hnigres in 
their fiight. — *''* An allusion to the melting down of church 
plate during the Revolution. — *^3 Gestaltet In Qenesis we 
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read that tbe eartb was at first without form. The young m&D 
here means, — with evident reference to the Mosaic account, — 
tbat the earth, after it had been * formed/ seerned to be on 
tbe point of resolving iteelf back into Chaos and Night. — ^^e 
Beweglich and leicht serve to intensify each other: *Even in 
that case plant but lightly your foot ever ready to move.' — 
***'' Dojopelt, because the second loss would be added to tbe 
first — «^* Zur, as in L soo, has the f orce of * in addition to : ' 
the person who joins to the uncertainty of the times bis own 
irresoluteness of spirit. — ^3^4 2>^ hüdet die Welt sich, * f ashions 
the World to suit bimself.' — '^^^ ForUnUeiten, carry out, con- 
tinue the Impulse given by the French. — 30T j}ies^ that which 
h around us, our home and our town. — ^^ Meiner^ compara- 
tive of mein. A liberty that none but a Goethe would have 
dared to take. 
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[N.B. This glossary does not profess to be complete, bat 
•ontains only such words as seem to require especia] attention. 
Tt will bo a help to the student, and will also enable the 
teacher to insist apon thorough ** drill ** in certain f orms of 
expression that are too frequently confounded one with 
another. Doch, nun^ nur, noch, schon and the like are omit- 
ted; yiya voce explanation alone can make their puzzling 
yariety of signification nnderstood and feit] 

Abmessen, t. messm. 

Allein, generally adj. or adv., * alone, sole, only, solely.' 
In n. 197, 960 ; IIL 75 ; VL 33, it is the conjunction * but^ 
only.' 

Also is never the English ' also/ bat is merely a strength- 
ened ' so.' The English ' also ' is in German atush. Thos, L 176, 
0r wird auch künftig uns also bewahren, ' he will in the f uture 
also {auch) preserve as in this manner (oIm).'* 

Anmutta, Armut^y. Muth; anTertranen, y. träum, 

Bedacht, bedenken, y. denken. 

Bedeuten« y. deuten; bedürfen, y. d4i^fm; befrei- 
en, y. freien. 

Beginnen, osed in nameroos passages in the literal sense 
of * to begin.' Bat in IV. 170; VL 2», 61, 88 ; VIL 179; IX. 196, 
the meaning is — ^in technical parlance — ^pre^nant, i.e,, the be- 
ginning saggests the completed action, as is the case in the 
Bnglish Word ' proceeding.' In these passages Beginnen is t<y 
be transhited ' act, action, deed, proceeding.' 

Begleiten, t. leiten. 

BenagUcta, * comf ortable, complacent,' denotes that easy 
•täte of mind which Springs f rom the conscionsness of being 
well off in worldly things, well housed, well f ed and dressed. 
Hence the behagliche Art of the f ather (IX. 77) gratea apon 
Dorothea's sense of her own poyerty and misfortane. r^ 



146 OLOSSART. 

Bekennen, y. Jcmnm; bereit« v. Ireit, 

Besinnnnff, v. Sinn: betreffen, v. treffen; bezeig- 
en, V. zeigen. 

Bieten, V. 168; VL 202, *to offer.' The derivative ge- 
bieten, IV. 102,161; V. 21; VII. 62,198; DL 115, *to Order, 
command, enjoin.' Altogether different in origin, form, and 
meaning is bitten, erbitten, V. vn ; VIL U5, * to ask, stip- 
ulate, get by asking.' 

Bilden, IV. 181; IX. 804, *to form, to fashion or sliape;' 
i¥ohlKebildet, II. i, ' well shaped, comely ; ' gebildet« 
IX. Oß, * ciütivated, well bred; ' umgebildet, IX. 2T7, fash- 
ioned all over again, * metamorphosed.' Bild, L IST ; V. I9l ; 
VI. HO; vn. 182; IX. 46, that which is formed in the Imagin- 
ation, * image, picture, form, face.' Bildung, V. le? ; VIL 
6; IX. 67, *form, stature.' [In Geiman of to-daj Bildung 
denotes usually the process or result of mf orming the mind, 
* culture.'] 

Brauehen, HL 6i ; V. 84 ; IX. 20, * to nse, employ.' Ih 
IX. 84, 'to require, necd.' Gebraueh, L 24,128^ *use;' in 
VI. 271, * usage, eustom.' 

Breit, broad, IV. 66, in the phrase weit und "breit, * wide 
and far;' breiten, V. 104 ; IX. 808, for verbreiten, 'to 
spread ; ' verbreitet, I. 106, ' extensive, f ar-reaching.' Oe« 
breite, IV. 187, a collective noun, denoting *expanses, 
reiiches, wide domains.' An altogether different word is 
bereit [the reit exists in the English read-j] in L 1I6 ; V. 80 ; 
rx. 98,282, denoting *ready;' bereiten, L i8ü; IL 174; VIL 
119; IX. 87, 42, 93, 284, 293, * to make ready, prepare.' 

Ba, sometimes the adverb of place * there ; ' more often, 
the demonstrative adverb of time *then.' In 1.177; VL184, 
254 ; IX. 36, 292, it is the relative adv. of time * when.' In VIL 
19; IX. 170, it has the force of * while.' In IV. 142; VIL 24; 
IX. 127, it is the conjunction 'since.' To the student of lan- 
guage these various shades of meaning are fundamentally 
one and the same. 

Benken, used in many places, 'to think;' denkend, 
L 172 ; vn. 48, ' absorbed in thought' Bin und urteder 
d., V. 44, to tum one's thoughts in one dircction and then in 
another. Sich (dat.) etwa§ denken, IL 88,166; VI. 87, 
to think of , in the sense of preparing for, or acquiring. Be« 
denken, oftcn used, ' to reflec t upon, consider.' Bedenk« 
lieb, n. 137,2«; VL 160; VUL 100, applied to persona who 
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«top to consider, *'.«., *serious,' *sober,' *hesitating' *doubfc- 
f ul,' or * apprehensive.' In VL 169 ; vn. 113, * grave, critical ; ' 
in IX. 81, *ominous.* Bedacht §ein, VIL i75, 'to have in 
View, to purpose;' bedüctatig, III. 67; IV. 166; V. 79, 

* thoughtf al, solemn,' with a shade of irony. Oedenkeii 
= denken ; EI. 7 ; IX. 817, but with a Suggestion of purpose. 
In vn. 160, 167 ; IX. 46, * to remember ; ' in V. 41 ; IX. 70, * to 
speak of, mention.' Li IL 88, * to purpose.' 

I>eateii, L 198; VL I3l, *to indicate, point to;' deut- 
licliy that which can be pointed out, 'evident, clear.' Be- 
deuten, VIII. 100, 'to signify, import; ' bedeutend, used 
as an adj. or adv., II. 146; IV. lU, »40; V. 209; VIL 189, 'sig- 
nificant, grave.' In IV. 118, it has a slight "touch of sarcasm, 

* high-sounding.' For V. 108, see Commentary. 

Bringen, drängren, The former used intransitively, 
the latter as a transitive ; both, in the sense of to press on- 
ward, urge, f orce or make one's way. In IV. 125, dringen, con- 
trary to usuage, is transitive. Dringend, II. 197, * impetuous.' 
Oedrlini^e, I. 109; V. 198, 'press, crowd.' Burclidrung- 
en, L 81 ; IX. 245, fiUed through and through, ' pervaded.' 

Bürf en, the auxiliary verb signlfying ' to be at b'berty, 
to be able to' do a thing, used in several places. Bürftig» 
IL 75 ; VI. 196, ' needy ; ' in V. HO, * sparingly ; ' Bedürfen 
and its derivatives convey the idea of * need, want.' 

Elend, in old German elilenti, compounded of eli (Lat. 
aMus) and lenti (land), means etynaologically ' in f oreign lands,' 
and is used in this primitive sense in V. 99. But in other 
passages it has the custonaary derivative sense of * misery.' 

JBr bitten, v. bieten; erkennen, v. kennen; erlang- 
en, V. gelangen. 

Erleiden, v. leiden ; erreieben, v. reich, 

Erst« as an adjective, 'first, the first.' As an adverb, 
occasionally in the sense of ' first,' e.g., IV. 2. But commonly 
to be rendered * only,' even in connection with nur, e.g., IL 14. 
Sometimes, in connection with past part., 'just,' e, g,^ n. 83, 

* the woman just delivered.' 

Erzeigen, v. zeigen ; erzeugen, v. zeugen, 

Flueht, *flight' Flüehtig, V. 224; VI. 68, 'fleeing, 

f ugitive ; ' in VIL 190 ; IX. 86, en passant ; in IX. 218, * flitting, 

transitory.' 
Flttcbten, trans. vb., L 118 ; IL 122, * to rescue ' in one'i 

fli<?nt ^ , 
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Freien, IL -W ; VL iw, an, « to woo.* Beflrefen, VI 

116; IX. 186; *to set free, liberate.* These two meanings oi 
the yb. freien are identical in origin. Fri in old Gkrman 
designated what was * dear, beloved,' and as in former times 
only the free man could be the object of regard, the term be- 
came restricted to one not a serf . 

Gebieten, v. bieten; Oebranch, y. hrauehen; Oe- 
breit, v. hreit, 

Oedenlien, v. denken ; Ctodränge, y. dringen, 

Oelaugren, intr. vb. of motion, best rendered by ' to get, 
rv. 161; Vn. 88,116; VIIL 62,88. Derivatives, erlaniren, 
m. 78, *to get, acquire; ' verlangen, L w, &c, &c., *to re- 
quire, demand.* Gelingen, also intrans., denotes * to suc- 
ceed, have success in,' but with a diiferent construction from 
the English. The person who succeeds is pnt in the dative, 
and the objeot of his efforts is subject of the verb; e,g., IL 
«8 ; VL »67 ; IX. 189. 

Oemelu, 11. 209, < vulgär, nnfashionable; ' VL 9; YIIL 44, 

* common to all ; * V. «80, * profane,^ as distinguished from 
sacred.' Gemeine, also written Gemeinde, ' commune,* 
the Community of viUagers. 

Gemntta, v. Muth; gesehlelit, Geseblei^e, v. tckiek- 
en ; Gesinnt, Gesinnung, v. Sinn. 

Gleleh, adj. *like,' with varying shades of meaning. 
Thus, in m. 6 ; IV. IST; V. 88; VL 18 ; VIIL 68, simply *like: » 
in V. 26, * constant,' not fluctuating ; in HL 24, * uniform ; ' in 
vn. 111; IX. 282, *equal.' Gleichen, IX. «44, *toresemble.' 
Gleietafolls, IV. 47, ^m like manner, also.' Tergleieb« 
bar, V. 167; IX 67, *comparable to.» Gleich, in VL 148, 
is for obgleich <although.' Gleich, sogleich, adverbs, 
' immcdiately.' Zn gl eich, 'at same time, together with.* 
[Oe-leich is the English y-Zil».] 

Glied, L 179 ; IX. 24i, denotes any part of the body, and 
not merely a * limb.' 

JHelssen [old EngUsh *to hight'], in IL 87,287; VL 111, 

* to be called, to be named ; ' in HL 100, * to call, name ; ' in 
IX. 116, * to mean ; ' in IL 12, * to order, bid.' An altogether 
different verb is heischen [eisch-en^ to ^ash^ in IL 80, ^to 
request, beg.' 

Kehren. I Transitive. In IV. 24, 62; VL 96, * to tum ; ' in 
VL 60, heroorhehren = heroorbringen, to tum (out of the heart), 
i«., *to develop, produce, lieget;' in I. S, to tum over and 
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OTW (with ä brcH m), * to sweep.' In YL 128, nch umhehrm, * to 
tum back.' IL Intransitive, in composition with wieder^ zu* 
rück, IV. 106; V. 181; VI. IW; VTI. 8«, 103, *to retum.» 

Kennen, used f requently, ' to know, be acquainted with.' 
In IV. 68, for erkennen, *to recognize.' Erkennen, 'to 
recognize, perceive ; ' in VH 162, * to be sensible of.' Ver- 
kennen, n. 216; V. 71; VI. 82; IX. 164, the French meeon- 
nmtre, to fail to perceive rightly, i,e,, * to misjudge.' Be- 
kennen, IX. 146, 178, ' to acknowledge, confess ; ' Bekennt* 
niM. IX. 208, »confession.' Bekannt, IV. 208; V. 87; VL 
167, 'known ; ' in VL 168, * an acquaintance.' 

Kosten, ' to cost,' IIL iOi;dis Kosten, m. 76, * expense; ' 
köstlicta, I. 179; VL 98 (that which costs), 'precious.' An 
altogether diiferent word is kosten, Vn. 20, Ho taste;* 
köstlieta, IV. 88, that which is to the taste, ' delicious.' 

Krank, krankend, Vn. 21,126; IX I88, Mll, out of 
health.' Kränken, IL 216; IV. 167; VL 288, *to wound 
one's f eelings,' to make one feel ilL 

Lielden, erleiden, L 148; VL 2,8,88, *to suffer,' 'suffer- 
ing.' 

Lielten, nsed f requently, *to guide, conduct,' *to drive.* 
Begleiten (be-ge-leiten), Ho accompany;' Begleiter, 
* companion.' 

Mild, LI86; IV. 245, *mild, gentle.' In L 18; VL 198, 
•compassionate, generous.' Milde, VI. 202; VIL 26, *gene- 
rosity, charity.' By a similar process the French dauceur haa 
also come to mean * gratuity.' 

Missen, vermissen, 1-88; IL 98; VIL I86, *to miss.' An 
altogether different yerb is ab-messen, V. 140,200, *to 
measure off.' 

Mntli. This word, in connection with its derivatives, ia 
extremely puzzling to the beginner ; it can be explained only by 
tracing it in its hiäory. The mediffival German mtiot (English 
' mood ') denoted the cotnbination of f eeling, thought, and 
will ezisting in the soul at a given moment. This significa* 
tion is still retained in the modern collective Cremütli, which 
is applicable to the soul regarded as a permanent combinatiou 
of tbeae three qualities. The word Oemntli occurs L 192; 

ILI8I; rV. 118; V. 80.224; VL 49, 60. 120, 186, 299 ; VIL 79; ES- 
109, and is to be tnmslated variously by *spirit, spirits,' *soul,' 
'temper,' ' disposition,' etc. But the modern German Mutli, 
w5lich0CCU«ILM8; HL 67; IV. 96; VL 19 ; VIL 16 ; IX. «^ 
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818, has lost its primitire force, and denotes nsaaUy ' coxnge. 
TftulMgf y. 18S is ' spirited, fiery.* There is a touch of thf 
medioßval miiot in unmatlilir« 1^ ^> 'o^^ ^^ temper;' in 
gutniüttalgy *good-natured;' in übermüttaig, IX. 134, 
' overbearing ; ' in Termutblich, VL ITO, * probable,' i.e., 
that which occurs to the fmu>t or * mood ' of a peison ; and 
in Anniutll» VI. so ,'grace,' that happy frame of mind and 
temper which attracts. Armut, VI. »41, *poverty,' is com- 
poonded of a/rmy *poor,' and muoti, The difference be- 
tween Oemiith and Sinn is that the latter is, with rare 
exceptions, restricted to thought and purpose, without indicat- 
ing emotion. The two are dmost contrasted in L loa, ' it ex- 
alted my mind and my spirit.' 

Reich, *rich,' IL 190.191; VIL 168; relchllcta, *abun- 
daat, plentiful,' L 60; IV. 80; V. 18. Beleben [EngL 'to 
reach '] ; I. Transitive, in L 188 ; IL 47, 78 ; VL 196 ; VIL «4, 44, 
141, 167 ; IX. 814, * to hand over or around, to offer, present ; * 
n. Intransitive, IV. ii, *to reach, extend.' ErrelelieHf 
transitive verb of motion, L 108 ; H. 68. 66 ; VHL 8, ' to reach, 
get to.' [Beich and reichen are probably from the same root] 

Seiileken, *to send,' L 14,166; IL 160. The p. part. ge- 
tclilekt, used in IV. 160, 161 ; VL 270. 804 ; VIL 79 ; IX. 87, 1S7, 
as an adjective, ^skillful, skilled, apt.' Oesehiek, that 
which is sent to man, * fate, lot,' L 82 ; V. 68, 96 ; IX. lüO. 

Silin* A Word with varying shades of meaning (v. 
Muth), In L 192 ; n. 210 ; IIL 12, 47, 107; V. 26, 121. 808; VHL 
16, 20, 40 ; DL 804, * mind,' but always suggestive more or less of 
will, purpose. In n. 78 ; IV. 74, * sense, understanding, judg- 
ment ; ' IX. 77, ' meaning, intent.' Sinnen, IV. 179 ; VI. 60, to 
meditate^ study how to do a thing ; sinnig, VIIL 91, f or &*• 
gönnen, thoughtf ul, * self-possessed ; ' gesinnt, used as adjec- 
tive, V. 5, 88 ; IX. 802, * minded,' * disposed ; ' Oeslnnuug, 
L 82, 186 ; IL 169, ' way of thinking.' Besinnung, L 122 ; 
IX 166, * seif possession,' * sense of one's condition.' 

Spenden, 1. 16; IL 41,68, not *to spend,' bat 'to give 
away,' * to offer.' 

Tranen (Engl *trow'), VI. I6i,i64, *to trust;' anver^ 
trauen, VL 299, vertrauen, VI. 8O8, *to entrust;' ver- 
trauileb, VL 266, * confidentially ; ' VIL 44, f or traulieh ; 
Traute, VL 292, the trusty one, * beloved.' Traun, IX 98,. 
•really, truly 1 ' [The n is not sign of Infinitive, but of dat. 
plural used abverbially.] Trauileh, L 8»; n. 6; V. a»| 
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Vn. 68 ; IX. 887, is untranslatable ; it denotes tliat degree ol 
intimacy whicli Springs from thorough knowledge or sym- 
pathy ; it expresses much more than * familiär,' * confiding.' 

Treu, VI. 167, 228 ; IX. 236 ; treulicli, VIL 21, 57, * trae, 
faithf uL' Treue, IL 74 ; VI. 24», * fidelity ; ' Untreue, VIL 
«2, * want of fidelity.' 

Treffen, IV. 157, 170, 208 ; VI. 117 ; IX. 89, 104, 128, 147, * to hit, 
wound ; ' in L 152, ' to hit upon, find ; ' in VI. 305, * to hit 
apon, make ; ' in VI. 186, * to hit,' correspond to description ; 
treffend, IX. 130, *searching.' Betreffen, L 76; IL 161, 
• to fall upon, befall ; ' betroffnen, IV. 65, 67 ; VII. 69, * Struck, 
ftartled.' Trefflieli, used frequently; that which answera 
expectations (v. treffen, VL 186), hence *excellent, worthy.' 
For VL 148, see Commentary. 

Triefen, VL 73, an altogether different word ; * to drip.' 

Ilmbllden, v. hilden; unbesonnen, v. Sinn. 

llebermüttaig, unmuthlg^, v. Muth; verbreiten^ 
V. lyreit. Teri^lciebbar, v. gUich ; verkennen, leenn&n, 

Terlansren, y. gelangen; vermissen, v. missen; ver 
muttalieb, v. Muth. 

Verstand, VH. 52, the faculty of understanding, * sense,' 
*judgment' Terständigf, used frequently, that which ia 
in accordance with the understanding, i.e., * sensible, discreet, 
prudent.' In L 187, it has the force of * reasonable, moderate.' 
In VL 296, it has the force of geschickt, * skillf ul,' applied to 
one who knows how to do a thing. In IX. 134, it suggesta 
what the (Jermans call, with a touch of sarcasm, ein Verstan- 
desmensch, i.e., one who obeys merely the dictates of reason 
and is void of feeling. 

Tertraulieb, v. trauen; verzagen, v. zagen; ver- 
aseihen, V. zeihen. 

Werben, VI. 232; VII. loo; LX. 12,216, *to sue, to woo,' 
governing the object by means of the prep. um. In VH. i58 ; 
LX. 68, 156, * to engage, hire,' without um. 

IVotal has varying shades of meaning. In a few passages, 
especially in connection with past part., it is the literal adverb 
of manner * well ; ' in I. 35, it is the interjection, * well ! ' In 
other passages it has the force of * indeed, truly ; ' in othera 
again, it is less positive, and can be best» rendered by * proba- 
bly.' 

Zagen, verzagen, 1. 197, *to lose heart,' * be dismayed.' 

Zeigen, V. 47 ; IX. 52, 73, 99, * to show, point out ; ' sieb 
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zelfren, nsed freqnently, 'to sliow one's seif, make one^t 
appearance, appear.* Bezel|ren, IL sfr, *to manifest.' 
Erzelsen, IV. 946; YIL k»; YUL 48, to show, in the sense 
of *to do, to render.' 

Zeihen» *to tax with, accuse of,' to incolpate; Ter« 
zeihen, L S8; YIL 7S ; IX. S28, S94, just thc opposite, to ex- 
cnse, excolpate, *to pardon;' unverzelhlleh, L 77, *in- 
excosable.' 

Zeufien» erzeugen, IL ii8; IILiO; IV. 100, *to create, 
bring forth, beget' 

Ziehen ; L Intransitive, denoting 'to go, moye, proceed,' 
I. 8; YL107, 286u Also used frequently in combination with 
Tarious prefixes, as davcn, vorbei, fort, etc. ; IL Transitive, in 
n. 28 and many other places, ' to draw, pull ' [English ^ to 
tug']; in n. S04, f or erziehen; V. 28, *to breed, rear.' An« 
ziehen, IL 219, < to put on, wear.' Erzlehen, IL 199 ; in. 
4», 'to bring up, educate.' Zuff, L fi, etc., * proceamoii^ 
tnio.' 
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GRAMMAR. 



A-ihongh the poem prefients, in the mam, bnt f <»w difficnl« 
xieB in the matter of grammar, yet there are certain pecoliari« 
les wbich can be onderBtood only by dint of caref ul collatioD 
andanalysifl. 

OSNiriYB. 

Qoethe is yery fond of using the genitive of time and 
manner, Thus, IL Ul, Tages vorher ; IL 1S4, ^ Morgens; 
IL a, meines Weges, 'on my errand' (were Weg used in 
the literal sense of *road,' it wonld have been put in the 
accnsative); L iss, Sachen Iceines Gebrauches, Hhmgs of no 
ose»' a construction which is common enough in English, but 
which is unusual in Gkrman, the usual form being, Sachen die 
nicht gebra/acht werden können, Poetic, not to say archaic, are 
such f orms as IV. 68, der Jüngling edlen OefuMes, ' the youth 
noble of sentiment ; ' UL 12, wess Sinnes, and IX. 88, todches 
Geistes, ' of what mind, way of thinking ; ' also IIL 70, die 
IhUle des Geldes (f or Geld die Fülle), * plenty of money,' an 
Imitation of Luther's phrase, Brots die Fülle, Also archaic 
are: L HO, genug der Armen (for Arme genug); VIL 901, 
Zuckerbrotes genug ; H, 168, mehr des Geldes; IL T8, FUischen 
Weines und Bieres (for Flaschen Bier und Wein), Li medisB- 
yal German, genug and mehr were regarded as nouns goyeming 
the genitiye, whereas in modern Gkrman they are treated as 
indedinable adjectiyes in apposltion with the principal noun. 
The so called partitiye use of the genitiye in I. 166, des herr- 
liehen Weines, *some of the splendid wine,' is yeryremarkable, 
and is probably an Imitation of the French. The phrase IV, 
%i, steileren Pfads, * steeper of path, sloping up,^ is eyidenüy un- 
German, and is rather to be called Greek. Tiie phrase VL 108^ 
gegenwärtigen Geistes, is poetic for mit Geistesgegenwart begcibt^ 
* loidowed with presence of mind.' 
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ACCÜSATIYIL 

No less remarkable is Goetbe^s f ondness f or the f^cnsative 
as a measure of d]stan(;e or time after tbe intransitive verba 
gehen, fahren, ziehen, stehen, denkerk, etc. Otber autbors nse 
tbe accosatiye in this fasbion, bat not to tbe sani^öextent 
Tlins, L 6, (der) Dammweg, welchen sie ziehen, * tbe bigbroad 
fover) wbieb tbey go ; ' JL^,alsichdie Tietie Strasse hinanfuhr ; 
rV. 11, sie schrit ihn (tbe garden) hindurch ; IV. 21, sie ging den 
Graben hinüber; IV. 85, den schritt sie hinauf; IV. 151, sie 
wandelt den Umweg, * sbe goes (by) a roundabout way ; ' V. 182, 
den Weg, den wir gefahren, * along tbe road over wbieb we 
bave driven,' i.e,, as we were driving along tbe road ; V. 18», 
die breite StrcLsse dahin, * along tbe broad street ; ' V. 216, aUes 
geht den Gang fort; VL 293, ich schleiche jene Pfade, 'I sball 
creep (along) tbose patbs ; * VI. 809, roUte staubige Wege hinaus, 
* roUed out into tbe country (over) dusty roads ; ' IX. 84, so 
geht es dießeissigen Stunden, * so it will go on (througbout) tbe 
busy boure.' Especially interesting are the following passages : 
IV. 62, zwischen den Aechem schritt sie hindurch auf dem Main 
den Fusspfad, * in between tbe fields sbe walked (along) tbe 
f oot-patb on tbe belt ' (Hain is a strip or belt of grass serving 
as a dividing-line between every two fields) ; IV. 191, denk ich die 
Zeiten zurück, wbere Zeiten is not tbe direet object of tbe verb, 
and can not be translated * wben I recall the times,' but wbere 
tbe sense is, * wben I tbink backwards during those times,' 
i,e., ' wben I go over tbem in my mind ; ' similarly, V. 238, denk 
ich ein wenig zurück, *if I tbink backwards a little,? i.e., if I 
look back a little ; VI. 84, wolltet Ihr aber zurück die traurigen 
Tage durchschauen, an excessively Condensed form of saying, 
wolltet ihr die traurigen Tage zurücksehauen und. sie {die Tage) 
durchschauen, *if you sbould look back (tbrougb) those 
gloomy days and fatbom their purport' Most remarkable 
of all is IV. 1Ö3, wenn der gesunde Schlaf mir nur wenige 
Stunden genügte, * wben tbe bealtby rest (of) a f ew hours was 
enough f or nie,' wbere tbe logical construction would be to 
unite Stunden and genügte, * satisfied me f or a few hours,' but 
wbere tbe evident meaning is, der Schlaf von wenigen Stunden, 
Similar to VL 294 is VL 290-292, * I sball retum (zurückgehen) 
bome by a short cut (näher), namely (by) the footpath acrosa 
the bill up to the pear-tree (an with accus.) and (Äom tbere) 
"vn (tbrougb) our vineyard;' bere Fussweg and Wei?d>erg 
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are dependent on, but not directly govemed by, gehen, and ar 
den Bimhaum is dependent on Pussweg, and is a Condensed 
expression f or den Fussweg, der über den Hügel und hü an den 
Bvnibaum hinfuhrt, 

PABTICIPIAL C0N8TRUCTI0N. 

This confltraction, the disuse of which serves more than any 
other cause to give to the dependent clause in modern Ger- 
man its clumsiness, has been employed by (Joethe with a lav- 
ish band. The effect is to make the narrative t«rse and fresh. 
Thus n. 116, alle Leute, spazierend in festlichen Kleidern, waren 
vertlieUt, *all the town-folk, out Walking in holiday attire, 
were scattered among the villages;' IIL 18, Wie man, das 
Städtchen betretend, *just as, on entering a town, one forma 
his opinion of the authoritiea ; ' TV, 82, Stöcke, kleinere Trauben 
Prägend, * yines bearing smaÜer grapes ; ' IV. 260, 'öom Stein 
sich liebend {tor erhebend), *rising from the stone-bench ; ' V. 1, 
die drei sassen noch immer sprechend zusammen, for die drei 
Sassen noch imm>er zusammen und spracTien ; VL 231, dass wir 
fahrend die Ecke des Dorfs sogleich erreichen, * that we, driving, 
may reach straightway the tum in the village ; ' VJIL 88, die 
Schritte verdoppelnd, ' doubling her steps.' There are numer- 
ous other intances, but these will suffice. 

The use of the participial adjective is also common, but 
scarcely requires especial attention, except in three passages : 
V. 158, ein grünender Anger ; VIIL 76, zwr morgenden Ernte ; 
VnL 88, durch den dunkelnden Pfad, where the poetic vigor of 
the words grünend, morgend, dunkelnd cannot be reproduced 
in English. Dunkelnd, perhaps, can be rendcred by ' dark- 
ling,' but our language has no verb * to morrow,' i,e,, to com« 
on the morrow, and * to green,' i.«., to be green. 
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NOTES TO SECOND EDHION. 



Thb readin^ erblieketf 11. 99, is that given by the Cotta edi* 
tiona. Earz gives erhli ektet, bat the sense seems to require the 
present tense. In VJLIL 88, instead of herging, the Cotta edi- 
tioos have herhing, which is more expressive, but less agree- 
able to the ear. 

After careful reconsideration, I am constrained to state that 
dee hlaren herr liehen Weines, (see note, page 153) is not an imi- 
tation of the French, but is the remains of a €krman partitiye 
geuitive, now almost, if not altogether, out of use. 

The note (p. 158) to steileren Pfads, IV. 94, is perhaps liable 
to be misunderstood without fungier explanation. The phrase 
is Greek, not in its form, f or that is merely an instance of the 
ordinary genitive of manner, but rather in its tum of thought, 
and also perhaps in the use of the comparative with the f orce 
of a strengthened positive, ue,, *of quite steep ascent' Thia 
comparative is discussed at length by Imehnann in his notes 
to Schiller's Die KünsÜer, p. 69. 

The Word Tafeln, III. 88, has elicited much expression of 
opinion. One critic suggests that it designates Square panes, 
as distingnished from round {Scheiben); another, that it 
means plate-glass, etc. I can only say that the use of what is 
technically called plate-glass was highly improbable in a small 
German town in* the 18th Century, and that the word which 
once distinguished Square panes ä*om round was Bauten, not 
Tafeln, but it has gone out of use. Gk>ethe*s aim, it seems to 
me, is to call attention, in the first half of the line, to the sizo 
of the glass as it Stands in its frame, and in the latter half to 
its brilliancy. The word may be rendered either ' plates,* or 
* f rames,* if the latter word be understood as including botli 
glass and wood-work. 
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r'JBLICATJONS OF G. P. PUTNAM'S SONS, 

Qmrmam Clasales for AmerieaA Stndents. Edited by Jambs 
Morgan Hart, LL. D. Vol. I. — Goethe's Hermann and Dorothea, 
$i.oo. Vol. II. — Schiller*s Piccolomini, $1.25. Vol. III. — Selec- 
tions from Goethe's Prose, $1.00. Vol. IV. — Goethe's Faust, 
Part I, $1.25. 

KXTRACTS PROM THK PRESS AND PROFESSORS' LETTERS. 

** We commend them most heartily to our teachers, and confidently predict 
that wherever one of these volumes islised, the whole series will speedily and eagerly 
be adopted." — Educational Monthly 0/ Virginia. 

** We find them to t>e very accurate and reliable in the presentation of the text, 
and condse and scholarly in the introduction and commentary. We are glad to know 
that we are not to lack hereafter what we have heretofore greatly needed— a caref uUy 
edited and scholarly series of text books for the Student of German literature."— SlrAtW 
Bullttin. 

** We cannot commend the make>up of Hbrmann and Dorothba too hiehly, 
its elegance and neatness iustifying all praise. The complete set will be as valuable to 
a Student or to a reader of German as any we have seen of its class, and a large demand 



would but be a just appreciation of the care and fine aualities shown by the editor, or 
1 b«iuly otthe little volumes themselves."-— Z7a//r Ev*ning Traveller, 



the taste and i 



^ The series will form a set of delightf ul and valuable text-books for the stu- 
dents of German. I shall without doubt introduce some or all of them into my classes.** 
—Prof. White 0/ fVabask College. 

** They are the best edited text-books in modern languaees that It has ever 
been my good fortune to meet with.*'— Prof. Massib 0/ Richmonä College, 

** Gobthb's Prosb deserves special commendaüon for the exquisite perfection 

of the text, no less than for the care Prof Hart, so thoroughly at home on sucn subjects. 

' has dis^layed, both as editor and commentator. The reception of tHe experimentai 

vcdumes has been so cordial as to justify the publication of tue supplementary series." 

-^. K. IVorld. 

** This series is proving its worth wherever brought into use. There is no 
question that the study of the German langui^e might be greatly extended with profit, 
and as a means to an end the German classics are serving an mvaluable purpose, by 
introducing to the students ofthat language the best thoughts in both poetry and prose 
of the German literature." — Syracuee Journal, 

" A gentleman of the acknowledred ability of Professor Hart, with such a 
pnüseworthy Intention, can hardly &il to do such good work. The excellence of the 
r plan of the work, and the thoroughness of the notes are seen at a glance."— Z>/^rr«/ 
Christian. 

** They are treasures of which students and lovers of German literature should 
not fiül to possess themselves, and which can be received only with the highest favor." 
~-Com.monivealth . 

* James Morgan Hart is one of the best known American students of German. 
_._,_._ . ...i ^ ^ j^j ^^ German character that entitle 

dl men the one most eminently fitted for 
I heartily recommend it to American readeis 

ef German."- Tle 'Journal. ^^^^ , v^uuy 1 c 



- james Morgan nan is one 01 ine oesi h 
He has written several things on Germany ac 
Us opinions to the highest respect He is of all i 
the task of editing this series, and we can heartil 



PUBLICA TIONS OF G. F. FU TN AM 'S SONS. 

Poesie für Hans und Schule« A Collection of Grrman Poems 
FOR USE IN ScHOOLS AND Families. Selected and arranged by 
L. R. Klemm $i 25 

EXTRACTS PROM THE PRESS. 

** This is one of the neatest and best collections of German poems that we have 
Seen for man^ a day. It is published in a handy voIume, upon handsome paper, with 
clear type, — m facL a model of dainty typogjaphy. The contents will merit tneir set- 
ting. There is scarcely a place where German is taught that it would not be seiricea- 
ble. and if it is received with the favor it merits, it will quickly supplant the less füll 
and poorer collections hitherto in use." — Journal 0/ Education. 

*^ This is a most excellent collection of German poems. They are arraneed in 
four parts according to a syslem of gradation,a&d it is refreshing to find that here a 
Single book is sufficient for the purpose which ordinarily would require four/' — The 
Churchman. 

" The editor reminds readers in his preface of Goethe's maxim, that one should 
read at least * one good poem a day.' He savs beautifiil precepts and truths expressed 
in good poetry will ever exercise a beneficiaf influence, and young and old will enjoy 
them as though thcv were their own thoughts. The collection will be of great Service 
to students in the German language." — Evening Express. 

^* The poems in this collection have been selected and arranged with excellent 
iudgnnent. German poetry has many short pieces that are poetical gems. Large tise 
nas Deen made of these, and variety of topics and meters has been carefully kept in 
view. The book is very handsomely printed, and in all respects it deserves attention." 
—Worcester Spy. 

** The book contains the gems of German mmor song, by the greatest German 
Singers, and will prove a most acceptable and valuable coutribution to the stock of 1 
school and family reading." — St. Louis Republican. 

** Must prove advantageous wherever the German language is being leamed 
or spoken among English-speaking people." — Commonwealth. 

" There are none but good poems in it, and we are greatly mistaken if this is 
not the very book that many a teacner has been looking for in 'ViXn.^^—Examiner and 
Chronicle. 

*' No language presents so well as the German an opportunity to prepare a com- 
pilation in which the simplest poems shall still be of a high order of literary merit, and 
the Scholar shall become acquainted with great authors in their most playf ul moods. 
The book has that most necessary characteristic in a book for young readers of a foreign 
tongue, it is very attractive in its appearance, and the type is all tnat the eyes most un-^ 
familiär with the German could desire." — Christian Union. 

*^ Nothing facilitates the acquisition of German more than the committlng to 
memory of short poems • and a judicious selection for this purpose, or for reading in 
classes or at random, will be welcome to thousands. Mr. Klemm has drawn from the 
purer fountains of German verse, and has arranged the pieces in four sections adapted 
to the use of our graded schools, giving twenty-five of tne simple kind for primary pu- 
pils, increasing the quantity and complexity for the intermediate and grammar enraoes, 
and devoting two-fifths of the wüole to the needs of the high schools. The fiterary 
ränge is wide, and the Standard high."— CArü/Za» Register. 
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WOB. RBFBRKNCB, I<IBAARIB8, AND FAMILY VWm^ 

The Library Atlas, 

OonriBtiTig of 100 Maps of Modem, Historioal, and Glaadoal 

Qeography, and 4 Astronomical Charts, with desoriptiva 

Letter-prefla hj Bzyce, Collier, and Schmiti, 

and oopions Indioes, oontaining OTsr 

50,000 names. Large Svo. 

Half morooco, neat • 14 00 

Half morooco, extra 16 00 

A most exhanstive and oomprehensiTe work of referenoe. 
It gives, bronght down to the latest dato, all the Information 
and statistics to be fonnd in the expensive and nnwieldj 
folio Atlases, while its oonvenient octayo shape, the beaaty 
■nd aoooraoy of its maps, whioh Inolude Clasdcal and Hia- 
iorical, as well as Modem Geographj, its oomplete index, 
Whioh forma a Gasetteer bj iteelf , and its moderate prioe, 
madei It especially adapted for ooUege, school, and citadenl 
'JM. 

or. P. PUTNAM'S SONS, 

182 nfth Avenue, New Tooc^ 
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BRIEF BIOGRAPHIES 

FIRST SERIES. 

CONTEMPORARY StATESMEN OF EuROPK 

KDiTiD mr 

THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON. 



These rolumes are planned to meet the destre which exists for 
tccurate and graphtc information in regard to the leaders of political 
action in other countries. They will give portraitures of the men, and 
analyset of their lives and work, that will be vivid and picturesque, as 
well as accurate and faithful, and that will combine the authority of 
careful historic narration with the interest attaching to anecdote and 
personal delineation. 

The Tolumes are handsomely printed in Square i2mo, and attrac- 
tively bound in cloth extra. Price per toL, $1.50. 

Yol. I.— BNOUSH 8TATB8MBN. By T. W. Higginson 

" Vol. IL— BNOUSH RADIOAL LBADBRS. By R. J. 
Hinton. 

Vol IIT.—FRENOH LBADBRS. By Edward King. 

VoL IV.— QBRMAN POIJTIOAI. X.BADBRS. By Herbert 
Ttttlle. 



A hm eztraots firom the opinions of the Press on the plan of the Beriet aad Üie 
execation of the irst Tolnme 1 

•* A prectical Idea, admirably carried onV^—JSpringßetd R^nOUean. 

•* (}lTee in a compact and readable form jnst the iiif<»matio& needed. ^ ^ 
LeoToe UtUe to be deeired.''— isr. Y. Nation. 

•«An admlrable little Tolnme.**— JV<r9 EngUxndtr. 

•«The work has been admirably done."— CftrMton OnUm. 

«•Ansefulandlntereetingbook. • « « Mr. Higglneon bas told onr < 
BMI mocb that they did not fsnoyty —Etening PoU, 

••Rxceedlnglywelldone."— iV. F. JndepMdtnL 

•* A work of more thaa common interest.**— Jl^. K THftwm. 
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